Introduction what is virtual learning ?
I recently conducted a survey about virtual learning. I had intended to do this survey so I could see for my self personally the results and the negative and positive impact that virtual learning could have on a students studies. I had intended to use the survey which I had made to see what needed to be improved and what was effective for students that are doing virtual learning.  Virtual learning is effectively where you would study / be taught your course the exact same as you would on campus but online instead. Although you are not being taught your intended course on campuses virtual learning has been designed / put in place to be the exact same if not better that you would have received if you was studding on campus grounds. Its designed so you still received all the resources and things you would have gotten if you was in lessons it can all be accessed on your device that you use to do your virtual learning on. Another part of virtual learning is all the activities you would have taken part in, they are altered to be included in to the virtual learning aspect. Its important to do research on this topic as virtual learning will be a big part of the future with a lot of places already using it now. 

Virtual learning : the back ground
Virtual learning environment offers a range of services but most common use of it is for group lessons. This is an effective and good way to communicate with both lecture and other students in your groups. There is also the option for lecturers and students to create team groups so one to one support is also available like it would be in a class room style setting. Feed back from lectures can still be given to via online learning environments. Learning support is also available for anyone that wishes or needs this support. It support which is a big thing considering the whole thing is based on IT so having IT support is a big help. Uploading assignments can also be done as well as getting your assignments marked and graded by your lecture this is all available via virtual learning environment other wise know as VLE. There has already been a range of benefits that have already been recognised about learning via a virtual learning environment. The benefits are both for students and lectures, one being the fact that attendance is better with less chance for students to be late since its done at home. One other benefit is a lot of students have found it easier to complete the work and learn out side of the normal class room setting. The insitutes are also benifiting from having there corses taught via a virtual learning environment one of the benefits being they are keeping up to date with the new times and transferring to online learning. Being able to adapt to the current times is important the insitutes are still getting everything they would receive if students was on campus but are instead providing the learning and things online via one of these platforms. There can still be some challenged faced by student and lectures which can include things like wifi connection problems meaning you could potentially you receiving information or if you was a lecture then it could make your students miss hear some information you was trying to tell. Another challenge being some lectures and students are just not happy or enjoying doing there studies via an online learning environment. You can still access online learning environment from a range of techognolignies like your phone or laptop and pc. This is a good that its not only limited to one form of technoligne so that everyone can still access it even if that don’t have a laptop or pc ect. The risks with a virual learning environment can range from things like the service having technocial issues and being down which would mean no teaching being able to take place whilst they try to resolve whatever the issue is.

Aims and objectives 

The whole aim of this research is to see and try to find out the impact virtual learning can or does have on not only the students but also to the teachers and the institute its self. But not only to see the positives to also find the negatives or the things that actually need to be changed or improved. One of the main reason would be to see what does need improving to make the virtual learning experience the best that it can possibly be. Conducting and carrying out this kind of research was the perfect way to do so and see what needed improving. And finally to be able to gain more kn0owlage about the whole virtual learning environment. Being able to get more knowledge and to understand better how virtual learning environments work is an important thing to do as this information could protentional make the whole experience more effective and efficient if used and done correctly. The main objective of carrying out this hole research and survey is to conduct a secondary and primary research. And to collect the qualities data that is going to be needed and used later on. Once I have done this I will analyse and go through the research outcomes that I have found to conduct the task I need to do. 

Method used :

During my task secondary  research approach to collect the quality data that I needed to help and be able to understand all the services available in the different virtual learning environments available. I also wanted to see the benefits as well as the draw backs and the challenges faced by not only just the students but also by the staff as well as the admin team. And finally to also try to find out the technologies that are required in order to have virtual learning environment. I had used and acced Moodle to assist me in my project at hand and also other sources available on the internet. What I had done first of all I had used an online survey making web page to make the survey for me. I had thought of 10 questions I had planned to use in order to gather the information that I had needed to conduct this task. I then chose how I wanted each question to be answered for example some multiple choice questions with answers to pick from and also some questions they had to write an answer them self’s for. Once I had made the survey and inserted the questions I had intended to use plus choosing how the questions would be answered I had sent it to the people that were in my class and also learning via the same virtual learning environment as me. I also chose to send it to a few of my own personal friends that are also currently doing there uni course via a virtual learning environment ,for them to also take part and fill in the survey about there own experiences with the virtual learning environment they also use. I had a total of 22 different responses and people to take part in the survey and all give me there feedback about there own personal virtual learning environment experience. I thought 22 would be more than enough different view and opinions  on other peoples experience whilst learning and taking there course via a VLE platform. After I had done this I used the primary research approach in order to collect and get the data I had needed related to our own university Moodle. An online soft wear was used in order for me to be able to create a survey that I had made to include 10 different questions that was soon after then sent out to a few of my own actual class mates / students as well as then also sending it separately to my own friends that are in the same situation as me currently and using a virtual learning environment to compete and take part in there own uni course studies that they are doing. I sent the link for the survey directly to my class mates on email via my own personal email address. The data that I had received and collected from the survey was then used to help me with this task as I transferred all of the results I had and put them all in to tables.

The link for the survey about virtual learning environments that I have been previously mentioning before is https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1WJP-tDS8NJYyryHJW9BJzyIVU-fJqiip96gfg8vezVc/edit?gxids=7628 . 




Results from the survey 

Questions 1 and 2 :
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Questions 4 and 6 :
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Question 8 :
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Questions 5 and 7 :
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Question 3 :
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Question 9 :
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Question 10 :
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The second half of question 10 results :
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After I had the chance to actually sit and look at the results after I had transferred and changed them into these different time of charts. I was able to see the positives and the negatives from each question. I could actually analyse and see the results and I was able to notice on a few questions the majority of the answers were all positive or the best answer but then there was also some question s that had highlighted the point that needed some type of improvement.

Discussion about virtual learning environments :

Whilst looking and actually understanding the information I had collected from doing this survey I could see a benefit of VLE quiet clearly from the start. I could see that from the 22 students and friends that I had sent the survey to that majority of them are happy or more than happy with the fact they are taking there own personal studies via a virtual learning environment. One of the questions I had included to be added in to the survey was for them to rate there experience with a virtual learning environment on a scale of 1-5 and 15 out of the 22 people that took part answered either 3 or above. That means more than half of the students that are currently taking there uni course via virtual learning are satisfied or more with the service they are using and receiving. That is definitely a positive that I was able to clearly see and recognise about VLE. But one negative would be that on the last question number 10 I made it so people could put there own feedback about how they feel about virtual learning environments. A few of the answers on this one question in particular were things like “bring us back in to the classrooms “end vle” which is how some of the students and the lectures also feel. I have also been using a virtual learning environment to complete and under go my own study’s, there has Definity been both positive and negative things that have happened since I have started to use a vle. One positive I have personally found is being able to learn in an environment I feel more comfortable  and confident which essentially means I am able to focus and complete better work to a higher standard. One negative would be that some times I have my own Wi-Fi connection issues or a lecture does which will slow down the lesson resulting in me mishearing or not getting some information I would need. I personally like the way the virtual learning experience is set up but I feel maybe a bit more of a class room setting would be ideal, and to have the cameras on would help in making this happen I feel.  During this academic research I have learned a range of things I didn’t know or use before such as exel to use and create the charts that I had used after to put my results into so I could analyse them. I also learned how to access and use an online software that was designed to create and help people that are conducting surveys.


Conclusion
In conclusion to the report and survey I had done on virtual learning environments I was happy with  the out come. All throughout this report secondary and primary research has been conducted and used to see and explore all the various aspects of virtual learning environments used by the universities. The results and the out come of the survey was then collected , stored and analysed with the help of the correct software tools and to also provide recommendation to help and improve the services of virtual learning environments. 
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