Within this essay I am going to be talking about Maria Montessori and her ideas of teaching. I will be looking into her ideas of giving children independence as well as observations. I will be looking into her principles of teaching and how they help deliver a child-centred approach. I will also be looking at how she felt a classroom and an environment for a child should be. I will be discussing about how Montessori can be seen in education today and also how she has contributed to education today. 
Maria Montessori was a doctor that looked at education from a scientific level. Montessori believed that “education should prepare a person for all aspects of life.” ( Montessori schools, 2019) Montessori was influenced by many philosophers, but there were only two that had a major impact on her work; they were Jean Itard and Edward Seguin. Both of these philosophers had a particular interest within the education of children, with a focus on mental and sensory deficiencies.  
Within Montessori theory she believed that only certain materials and techniques would promote a person to grow and learn naturally. These techniques are seen within a Montessori classroom and by using these techniques and materials it is thought that children will be able to form patterns which will help them naturally to read, write and also with their maths.  
Montessori had an idea of her own way of teaching, she showed this by opening her own schools. Montessori called her school ‘the children house’.  Within the school “Montessori’s presuppositions regarding the nature and intellectual capacity of very small children were immediately challenged.” (Flanagan, 2006, p154)  Montessori challenged children by encouraging them to work independently. It is thought that Montessori believed “Never help a child with a task at which he feels he can succeed.” (Daily Montessori, 2019) From this quote it seems that Montessori believes that by giving children the chance to learn independently, it is also giving them opportunities. By giving the child opportunities it helps to encourage the child to dress themselves, chose what they want to do and help adults with tasks.  
By encouraging independence it is thought that children will be able to do things for themselves, this then increases the child’s self-belief, self-confidence and also their self-esteem. This will not only help to encourage the child when completing tasks in school, it is possible that it will help them when they are in adulthood. It is important for adults to remember that  Montessori believed that adults should not expect children to know everything and be able to follow everything. “Montessori believed that adults seldom truly respect children. Adults expect children to be disciplined and force information on them” (Learning Theories, 2019). By doing this it is not giving the children a chance to think for themselves as well as have their own chose to learn what they like. It is thought that by children being independent earners it gives them the chance to discover the world around them, while taking on a hands on approach. By doing this it is thought to promote enthusiasm, as well as curiosity driven learning. 
Independence can be seen within education as within the foundation phase children are “Allowing pupils to take ownership of their own learning and skills development.”(Estyn, 2016) In a Welsh primary school they make sure that the children have the opportunity to be independent by ensuring they know what the next steps they need to take to increase their skills. They also use “’Learning Ladders’ booklets” this gives many children a chance to track and also asses their own progress. Within the foundation phase profile handbook, (2017) it states “Throughout the Foundation Phase children must have an increasing ability to plan and monitor their own activities in order to develop awareness of themselves as learners.” This is similar to Montessori teachings as  she believed that children should be able to take ownership for their own learning, and by them having the opportunity to plan and monitor their own activities, as well as giving them an awareness of themselves as learners, it is also giving them a chance to build on their self-esteem and confidence.
As well as working independently, Montessori also believes that observations are key to watching the child develop. It is thought that “simple method of how Maria Montessori has learned about children and developed her theories on child development.” (Learning Theories, 2019) Montessori believed that when observing a child it is important that you do not influence what a child does while observing. This is because it may not be an accurate result. For example if there are blocks in front of the child, the observer must not hand them to the child; it is up to the child to decide what they do with them. This is because by handing them to the child it may encourage them just to hold them, whereas they may have wanted to through them. 
Montessori believed that “observing a child is a task that is based on the interests and commitment to each individual child and his development”.  Within Montessori’s theory observations are considered a really important quality.  Montessori never stopped observing the children and it is thought that teacher today should do the same. This is because it is thought the more we observe the children the more we will be able to understand and see from the children. (Stucco. N, 2014) Montessori observed that education begins from birth and that children have periods of experiencing special understanding, whereby they seem eager to learn. By observation Montessori then believed that it was at this point where the child’s teacher could engage the child to have a natural curiosity and interested to be able to learn and develop. Montessori believed that not all children developed at the same rate as stated that “children develop willy-nilly” (Flanagan, 2006). This could also be a positive reason for observing children as it means that children would be able to move between abilities in the class to make sure they are able to thrive in their education. 
Observations are seen within the foundation phase and are considered to be a key role of the everyday school life. The main aim of observations are to be able to determine where a child is at within their learning, so they are able to progress. Observations are also used within the foundation phase as a way of identifying any difficulties and to see at what ability the child is at. Throughout doing the observations the practitioner is able to learn and gather information from the beginning of the school year and the end. This will help a child’s teacher understand the progress the child has made within their skills and development throughout the year.
Montessori believed that education should have a child’s centre approaches, Flanagan (2006) stated that Montessori believed that education must be child-centred rather than curriculum-centred. Amonco (2017) stated that “The child directed work in the Montessori system helps in creating curiosity among children.” As Montessori believed in a child centred she believed in developing children holistically. This means she developed their physical, social, emotional and cognitive growth as they are all equally important. 
To make sure that Montessori’s idea of child centre approach is being followed, key principles can be seen to insure this is done. These can be used by Montessori teachers to make sure they are following what Montessori wished they would.
For example, one  principle that should be followed is that from birth to six years old should be considered  as the first plan of development.  It is within this age where the child is at the stage they can achieve their greatest amount of learning. This means that they are able to learn a lot more between these ages and a teenager maybe able to.  Another principle is that Montessori believed that when children are born, they have an ability as well as a readiness to learn. It is thought that children are driven to become independent learners. 
A reason why children might want to learn independently could be because children get a freedom in choices of the activities they wish to learn from the prepared environment. 
Another principle is that in early childhood, children learn best through activities focused on their sensory-moto. This means that children will have to be working with materials which enhance their cognitive power through the experience directly.  Another principle would be  that children should be fully supported and encouraged. This is because children can go through different periods which can be considered “sensitive”.  It is important to remember that in this time children’s behaviour may be different, although the children may find it easier to learn specific skills. An additional principle is remembering that children learn best  when working in an multi-age environment.  This can be seen as effective as the younger children can learn from the older children as they can transfer their knowledge and teach them concepts that they have already mastered.     
Another principle is that the environment should be prepared carefully with the aim to fulfil the needs of every single child in the class. By making the environment for every child you are giving them an opportunity to become independent and also active learners.  An additional principle is that it is important for teachers to use observations to be able to guide children to participate in activities that will suit them and their abilities, stages of development as well as their interests. Another principle that could be seen as important is that children should be given blocks of time where they are uninterrupted so they can have time to absorb everything that they have learned and the activities which have interested them. The final principle is that a Montessori teacher should be viewed as someone who is an enabler and developer of independent learners, providing a caring and also nurturing environment which should consisted of mutual and respect between adults and children.  
When Montessori first developed her principles she started out with a small number. These were based on her experience with mentally defective children. Montessori believed that everybody needs independence to be able to have a normal life. Flanagan (2006) stated that “education starts with the sense rather than the intellect.” This means that when a child is born they start learning independently through their senses such as touch, rather than someone telling them that this is how you feel. Montessori thought it was important to remember that education should not be followed by a curriculum that is determined beforehand, it is important that it is followed by a child’s psychological development. This basically means that Montessori believed that the curriculum must be child centred rather than curriculum centred.  As Montessori believed that education should not be curriculum based, this means that her theory dose not fully fit in with education in wales, as there is a curriculum that all teachers need to follow through out the whole of the education system. Although within the foundation phase children do have a lot more opportunities to be independent and chose what they want to rather than children from key stage two and up, as these children are taught with more structure.
Within Montessori’s theory the environment and the classroom play a huge part in how the style of education is delivered. Within a Montessori classroom it is important to have careful preparation.  When thinking of preparation it is important to remember the lay out of the classroom. This is important as it is thought to encourage exploration, communication and the development of relationships on all levels. Montessori had the idea that a child relies completely on their environment for learning through their senses. If a child is able to learn through their senses it is thought that they will gain the sense of the word in which they live in.  As Montessori had pacific way in which she thought the schoolroom should be laid out, she had the aim to have a classroom which is happy, friendly place where children can feel at home, an environment where the children know where everything is and also where they don’t have to rely on an adult to help them. 
Montessori stressed the importance of how she thought an learning environment should be, and stressed how important it is. Montessori was aware that a child’s world was dominated by adults and their needs. Montessori seen this as a classroom that was built for the comfort and use of the teacher and not the child, and it was up to the child to fit into the environment. Montessori believed that a child needs to have freedom in their environment and to have full freedom in their environment, the children will need to have the opportunity to access all the activities. Special materials as well as furnishing are designed to help the children chose activities that they might pickup randomly or possibly not at all. Within the classroom you may have a group of children which are sat in rows and listening to the teacher, or they are taking part in an engaging task. Montessori’s methods fall in to three different categories, “exercise of practical life; exercises in sensory training; and didactic exercise”(Flanangan.F,2006, p157)   	  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Montessori contributes to education today as she believed that adults shouldn’t have full control over a child’s education, this is evident with in the foundation phase as children are encouraged to use the resource that are left out for them when they want although children do have to some structured work, “There must be a balance between structured learning through child-initiated activities and those directed by practitioners”(WAG,2015). Montessori can seen be evident here as she states that a class room should only consist of the things that the children need to be learning. Although with in a foundation phase classroom there can be lots of resources available, the children are usually made aware of what resources are to be used with in the session.  Montessori is also seen with in todays education as she believes that children should be able to take suitable risks, she believes this as “Children develop confidence through facing challenges, whether they actually “conquer” the challenge or not.”(Age of Montessori, 2019) this contributes to education today as this could be a task as simple as speaking up when they have a question or answer, but this could also be taking part in physical activities such as climbing, increasing a child’s confidence.  this could possibly be seen in forest schools which have been integrated in to most primary schools. Forest schools “provide practical, hands on, learning experiences which encourage children to explore and challenge themselves… This leads to the development of confidence and self-esteem as well as a growing appreciation of their natural environment.”(WAG,2009) Forts schools and Montessori seem to have an impacted as they both increase a child’s confidence and also they both can encourage risks to be taken. 
Montessori also contributes to education to day as she believed in a child centred approach. This is key with in the foundation phase as they believe that a child need to be developed holistically. This can be seen by the way they set of the seven areas of learning which are  Personal and Social Development,  Language Literacy and Communication Skills, Mathematical Development, Welsh Language Development, Knowledge and Understanding of the World, Physical Development, Creative Development, “Personal and Social Development, Well-being and Cultural Diversity is at the heart of the Foundation Phase and should be developed across the curriculum.”(WAG,2015) this means that the child has the opportunity to be developed as one rather than have one task that just focuses on one area of their learning. It always allows the child develop their learning from an activity that they wish to do.  
Overall it is clear that Montessori strong ideas that she believed should be in place in education. It is clear that her ideas have been used with in education in wales and that she has contributed to education today. Although it is also clear the at some of her views can only be half shown  for example when she states that children shouldn’t have a curriculum to follow, this can be difficult as in wales we have a curriculum that all teacher must follow to insure that all children in the same year are learning the same things. Within this essay it is also clear that Montessori believed that children should work independently as it helps to encourage  children’s self-esteem and also their confidence. It is also clear that Montessori also believed that observations were key, this is because Montessori will be able to understand the child and know how they learn and what they like to do to learn. It is also clear from research that Montessori believed that a child centred approach is critical for  insuring that the child is developed holistically and in a way they wish to learn, the principles also help to make sure that Montessori teachers are following a child centred approaches and teaching in a way that Montessori wished . It is also clear that Montessori believed that a child’s environment plays a big part in their learning, it is clear that she believed that for children to be able to learn they need to be able to access their resources and also chose what they to learn from. from research its also clear that Montessori believed that adults should have as less interference in a child’s learn as possible, as she believes that children should use their initiative. 
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