A report focusing on:


The relevance of professional skills in a work environment

Prepared for:
R. Thomas


Created by:
Evan Harrow (2220459)



Submission Deadline – 19th of January 2023



Word Count - 915













1. Executive Summary
1.1. This report aims to examine how academic practice skills aid me in my profession. There will be a focus on one academic skill which I think plays a part in my job role the most. The research section will include arguments of how these skills are good for my profession and how they may be bad. This will conclude with an evaluation of all my findings and a review of how good academic practice skills are. 

2. Terms of Reference

2.1. The principal focus is:

2.1.1. To discuss how academic practice skills can improve the performance of a person at work 
2.1.2. To examine the link between academic practice skills and an in-work scenario. 
2.1.3. To evaluate my findings and produce a conclusion on my thoughts on critical thinking.
2.1.4. The report is due 19th of January 2023

3. Procedure

3.1. The research has been pulled from various websites and textbooks and all references and citations can be found in the reference list.
3.2. I have also gathered some information from note taking in lectures.








4. Findings 
4.1. [bookmark: _Int_IbwVAKFp] The aspect of academic practice skills I have chosen to focus on is critical thinking. Critical thinking is one of the essential skills that is needed in the construction industry as problems can occur daily and they need to be solved as soon as possible. The academic skill of critical thinking has a variety of different skills which make it whole, these include problem solving, analysis and many more. This skill shows how we find our way to answers, using various methods and procedures to get them. Critical thinking uses methods that are not specific to any subject but can be used across many of them. It eliminates the chance of bias, as there is reasoning required behind the answer to ensure the answer has been looked at from many different angles. Ryan (2022). This skill is now being taught at primary school level, where children between the ages of 7-10 are being shown how they can open their mind and get around problems in a different way. Critical thinking is then taught all the way through secondary school to get students ready for real life problems when at work. 

4.2. Critical thinking has been used in the education system for many years, but some people do not agree that it is a transferable skill that will help in the workplace. John E Mcpeck's view on critical thinking explains there is “no unitary skill of reasoning” (Adler, 1991), this inferring that critical thinking is such a wide topic that it would not be useful to one certain topic. The way critical thinking is taught forces us to show how we have gained an answer from a question, and how we can think creatively to retrieve it. Our approach to thinking outside the box could mislead us from the answer and think too much in depth about simple questions. ( Mcdunnigan,n.d) Critical thinkers can tend to be perfectionist and will not leave a solution until it is perfect, but there is room for error in work and can sometimes get you worked up when you have already solved the problem appropriately. Also, the term ‘critical’ may put a feeling of pressure on these people to achieve their goal to its greatest potential.


4.3. In the workplace, critical thinking plays a big part in the progression of an employee, for example, if an employee produced a solution to a problem that saved the employer a lot of money, they could receive a promotion down the line if they carried on solving these problems. People who have been educated in methods of critical thinking will be able to interpret data better, helping them to create ideas to overcome problems they are faced in the workplace. (Noruzi et al.2011). The knowledge of critical thinking can also help to engage with colleagues by taking their ideas and bringing them together to find the best solutions. Skills from critical thinking can be used to reduce costs by being able to see cost effective changes that can be made in a project's progression to save money for the company. Cost cuts can be made from challenging contractors on their quotes by identifying reductions that can be made that will not have a knock-on effect on the job's completion. Eggcellent work (2022)


5. Conclusion 
As my role as a Quantity Surveyor, I think critical thinking is a great skill that would assist my progression to become a professional. Although there are some counter arguments against this which include thinking too much about the question and over complicated the answer. But I think that the advantages over-rule the disadvantages due to the sheer number of advantages compared to the disadvantages. The most important points that link themselves to my role as a QS are that it can make communication better in the workplace as I will need to bring the whole company's ideas together if I were to make it into management in the future. Also, if I were to improve these skills it would give me an overall better chance of progressing in management in the coming years. Overall, academic practice skills can be the key to being successful in the workplace.













Reference List 
· [bookmark: _Int_UbQ2ppLC]Adler, Jonathan E. (1991). Critical Thinking, A Deflated Defense: A Critical Study of John E. McPeck's Teaching Critical Thinking: Dialogue and Dialectic. Informal Logic 13 (2).
· Eggcellent Work.(2022). Is Critical Thinking Overrated?  Disadvantages Of Critical Thinking Available at: https://eggcellentwork.com/critical-thinking-is-overrated/  (Accessed: 11 January 2023)
· 
· Mcdunnigan,M(N.d) The Advantages & Disadvantages of Critical Thinking. Available at: https://classroom.synonym.com/advantages-disadvantages-critical-thinking-8327950.html (Accessed: 10 January 2023)
· 
· [bookmark: _Int_xg402FqR]Noruzi, M.R., & Hernández, J.G. (2011). Critical Thinking in the Workplace: Characteristics, and Some Assessment Tests.





6. Bibliography
· McPeck,J.E(1981) Critical Thinking and Education. 1st edn. London





7. Appendices

7.1. Appendix 1-
The image below shows how different elements of critical thinking combine.
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Source: insightassessment.com
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