Self-Reflection Report. Amani Khan


Past:

Before starting the course here, I wasn’t very educated in film yes, I had done a film course previously, but it was a very basic version. I learnt camera basics, editing basics and producing basics. Coming to university, I believed I wanted to be a Director, but my knowledge of the role was limited. I had created small adverts, experimenting with sound, and even making a video for business students and the importance of Confidentiality. In my opinion my work was decent, considering the grades I received for this work I was very happy with my progression made in these courses. 
I got to understand a basic understanding of editing on basic programmes like serif and very basic use of Adobe software like Premier and Photoshop. 
Learning how to format a script correctly, and understanding how to write a story was something that I learnt in my final year, but again it was all very basic. Understanding how important paperwork was and the type of paperwork needed for a shoot. We got a briefing on everything from pre-production to post-production, this really helped me to continue my journey in film for my time in University. 
As I embarked on my university journey I quickly started to realise that film was much more than I had originally had thought. Firstly, we started with cinema of the self where we created 4 short pieces of work, who am I? Who are you? Who are we? Where are we? Each of these were open to interpretation, and allowed us to take these 4 key points to make something we believed represented these topics. 
For Who am I, I created a basic video including images of myself growing up with a poem as a voice of god. For the other pieces, I worked with Lewis, who is now no longer on the film course, but through these we made very basic pieces of work due to not being fully engrossed in the topics. I quickly realised after this module that university is not like college, and that I had to work harder to achieve a better grade and all the work was far more advanced than I had originally planned. Moving forward in the year I quickly realised how important that what I’m showing throughout my pieces needed to have a meaning, and it couldn’t be there just for the sake of it.
Ways of Thinking helped me realise the importance of phycology and how much film use phycology, and how it’s used within a lot of my favourite films. 
Analysing a script and writing my own helped me understand how important it is to have a solid story, with meaning for everything. How colour plays a big role in the film and its edit, and the representation of colours and the effects it can have. 
Film and Television Production 1 was where I believed I did my best work through the year, I accidently took on the role of producer, which included getting actors, budgeting and financing, scheduling, contracts and other relevant paperwork for the shoot. I here began to understand how I wanted to approach actors, how important making everything run smoothly is for a shoot, with timing especially since we were all allocated specific time slots for filming and with paying the actors, we couldn’t afford to go over budget. 

Second year allowed to progress with my interest in producing, I got to produce around 3 shoots in this year firstly, the market project. With this project, I had a better understanding of how I wanted to take on this role, and how I would execute this successfully. In my opinion the shoot ran very well, we arranged time slots with each vender we were all planning on shooting with, contacting them to confirm times and days, also signing any relevant contracts that were needed for us to shoot with them. From this I went on to produce my own documentary and our Commercial and Commissioned Film-Making project for Windows. Here I did all the same things with previous projects but also taking a more direct approach, I wanted a lot of the work to be set within deadlines and to not have us be behind schedule like other groups were. I felt if we all took a specific role and did that successfully then we could all complete the project in an efficient timing, which we did. This was my most successful project of the year personally, not only was it the highest grade I received, but I had a good team behind me who was very supportive and allowed us to create a decent advertisement. 

Entrepreneurship allowed me to further understand how important the pre-production of a film is, firstly the story and understanding why it was relevant and how I related to it, we were asked the questions of Why You? Why Now? How we relate and apply to the conventions and codes of our chosen genre. The importance of inspiration from other art forms, not just film. Here I started to understand how paintings and photography really help influence colour, lighting, framing and emotion in a shot, if they can do it through a still image then I should be able to apply those through moving image. Since there are thousands, possibly millions of short films, feature films etc. out there you need to understand comps and if there are any other films similar to your subject and how successful they were what they did. This also went hand in hand with film festivals and how successful these types of films were, or how current they actually were in this industry, at our skill level. How to get funding, and how to create a budget with hired equipment, cast and crew and how expensive it all can actually be, which was very eye opening for myself as I inspire to be a producer. 

Creative Practice 4 pushed me outside of my comfort zone and made me do a genre that I would usually never pick, Psychological Thriller. My idea and concept was good, and honestly was very proud of myself for creating such an idea. This idea I took ahead with me to create my Final Major Project. 

First year taught me a lot about the craft of film making, and that experimental work isn’t failure. “I have not failed. I've just found 10,000 ways that won't work.”  (T.A. Edison, 1847-1931) 

Present: 

Everything I’ve learnt over the past two years has honestly shaped the way I think of film; it has helped me to understand the importance of a lot of the elements needed to create a good film and that trying to step out of your comfort zone is a good thing, and you may fail, but you learn along the way “By three methods we learn wisdom: First, by reflection, which is the noblest; Second, by imitation, which is easiest; and third by experience, which is the bitterest” (K.Hinnet, 2002)

As I go ahead with my major project idea, I’m taking on the role of scriptwriter, director and producer. I did this as in my head I had an idea of how I wanted to piece to turn out, and giving the synopsis to someone else to write would have made me not enjoy it as much, or they may have seen it in another light to me. 
This project will bring with it some challenges firstly, being a director on a bigger scale than I might be used to. I’ve directed very few things, and although I have enjoyed it, they’ve usually been shorts for projects or for fun where my friends were the actors etc. I’ve worked with amateur actors or semi-professional actors before but for smaller projects. This one is already at a higher scale, it will have a bigger budget, a bigger crew and all together more professional. 

Personally, I don’t believe I’ve truly understood what my style is, I have directors that I admire and directors styling that I really enjoy, but yet to have experimented enough in this field to understand my style. This project will allow me to understand how to approach this field, let me try and fail. 

As a producer, I’m fully prepared and enthralled to take on this task. Its upper scale and will require a lot of pre-production and preparation for the shoot, I am confident in my ability to succeed in this department as I’ve taken on this role a couple of times within past projects. I believe I’ve developed a style for approaching venders and companies to adapt a deal and situation that suits both parties, I understand how to make a good relationship with actors, and the correct way to approaching them in terms of hiring them, negotiation and any forms etc. so this is a field I’m confident I can do well within. 

Future: 

Throughout my years at university, I’ve developed countless amount of skill, whether that be within film or personal. I’ve grown socially and professionally, and I understand the importance of knowing how to approach a situation with professionalism and how to also not take things to seriously. These skills will not only benefit me within my personal life, but within my professional life also. Through trial and error, I have grown tremendously, and that makes me very proud. 

“The outcomes of reflection may include a new way of doing something, the clarification of an issue, the development of a skill or the resolution of a problem. A new cognitive map may emerge, or a new set of ideas may be identified. The changes may be quite small or they may be large. They could involve the development of perspectives on experience or changes in behaviour. The synthesis, validation and appropriation of knowledge are outcomes as well as being part of the reflective process. New links may be formed between previously isolated themes and the relative strengths of relationships may be assessed. Again, a significant skill in learning may be developed through an understanding of one’s own learning style and needs.”(D.Boud, 1985)

As I progress after my time in education, I want to continue on within the film industry, ideally as a producer, but after my time directing my own piece, directing could potentially be something I want to look further into and perhaps also take this role on in a future project or job.

I know that progressing within the film industry will be difficult as its such a hard industry to get into, but hopefully with all the knowledge and skills learnt within my time in college and in university, it will set me on the right track through helping me understanding my strengths and weaknesses, have made me able to accept criticism and reflect up on work. 

“The capacity to reflect on one's own strength and weaknesses, to learn from constructive criticism, and to practice critical reflection by monitoring one's own work performance and interpersonal interactions is essential to the ability to learn from experience and is the cornerstone of the journey to becoming a lifelong learner. While reflective practice is a desired attribute of law graduates, it is currently not widely adopted in legal education." (J. McNarma & R.Field, 2007) 
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