Simone Weil – a secular saint ?
Simone Weil lies buried in a corner of a cemetery in Ashford in Kent, next to a garden centre. What brought her to this unlikely resting place, following months of self-starvation in the nearby Grosvenor nursing home ?  This session  seeks to examine the various ways in which she justified her ‘journey to nothingness’ in line with many saints and mystics. From her feeling of cowardice in leaving wartime France, to her scheme to put a squad of nurses behind enemy lines, the paper will focus on how these very understandable feelings were influenced by her view of her relationship with God based on self abasement and  her focus on ‘decreation’ - for example:   It is necessary to uproot oneself and  to make of it a Cross, and then to carry it every day’  and ‘God is perpetually begging for us that existence which he gives. He gives it in order to beg it from us’ (Gravity and Grace) 
Simone Weil studied widely and was paricularly interested in Hinduism and Buddlism in addition to her interest in both the Jewish and Christian traditions. She was particularly interested in the life and work of St John of the Cross whom she saw as a guiding light.
Drawing on her writings in  ‘Gravity and Grace’ the  session will discuss how the concept of ‘decreation’ is not an end itself – it is part of a ‘deifugal’ force which draws suffering humanity closer to God.  Decreation implies the renunciation – in Weil’s case of food and sustenance, equivalent to the renunciation of loved ones and worldly goods. But the resulting  anguish represents a potential healing force. The session  will explore  how the concept of  ‘decreation’ can be linked with the immediacy of her feelings that her death would be an act of solidarity with the occupied and suffering people of France and elsewhere in occupied Europe.  
We will discuss how Simone Weil in her writing and life’s work mirrors the qualities of sainthood and how at the same time she would have found particularly difficult the description of her by Albert Camus as a ‘secular saint’
While De Gaulle and the Free French in London may have been relieved when she departed  already in a weakened state for the nursing home in Kent, her death as an act of ‘decreation’ and her  self starvation during her time in London and Ashford  still provides a powerful message in reflecting on perceptions of the  relationship between the human  and the divine.

Recommended reading: 
Simone Weil:  Gravity and Grace’
Robert Coles: Simone Weil  - A Modern Pilgrimage
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