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He who does not prevent a crime when he can, encourages it – Seneca (philosiblog, 2012)

If you don’t stop someone from committing a crime whether that be out of fear or a lack of concern, then the end result will always be the same. They commit the crime, you did not stop them, you encouraged them. If you find yourself in a dangerous situation where the offender is armed, and the meaning of this quote isn’t to do something that may result in you getting killed its about doing something about the crime. In today’s day and age, it’s simple to take a photo or video of someone committing the crime and giving that evidence to the police (philosiblog, 2012).

Over the past decade the UK government have been focusing on crime and since 1997 a wave of new legislations have been brought into effect. Since then, there have been more police officers, firmer sentencing on offenders and more criminals in prison, all of which the public asked for. Although the new legislations allowed this to happen, the public continue to think that crime rates are skyrocketing, and that public safety has plummeted and the public blame the government for this happening (Duffy, Et al 2008).  According to Duffy Et al (2008) In 2006 the Government spent £29.5 billion on public order and safety. The Labour government spent this money in order to try and get the public what they want for example neighbourhood policing was introduced and new measures were implemented in order to tackle anti-social behaviour and so on.

Each year around 15 percent of Europeans become a victim of crime each year. Only a small handful of these victims will report their crime to their local police. This could be because of a lack of trust these victims have in the police. According to Kääriäinen and Sirén (2011) members of the public expect to receive police assistance and protection whenever their safety if threatened for whatever reason 
The public trust in the police is influenced by their confidence in the police’s ability to protect and serve them. An institutional approach suggests that someone’s trust in police stems from the publics observations on how they tackle crime, brings offenders to justice and their ability to prevent crime. However, a procedural approach suggests that members of the public trust the police if they observe them acting in a fair and ethical manner by treating fellow colleagues and members of the public with respect (Kääriäinen and Sirén, 2011).
In our policing system members of the public are required to report incidents to police but only a tiny portion of crime is detected through police patrol. Because of this the police need members of the public to report any crime they see that may go unnoticed to patrol officers and without this help from the public the police are limited in their ability to respond to crime and disorder (Papp Et Al, 2019). According to Papp Et Al (2019) people who fear retaliation for reporting crimes will be less likely to do so because they’re trying to keep themselves safe. Theres two primary ways that members of the public report crimes to the police, the first one being that of simply reporting a crime to the police. The second way is when members of the public choose to give the police information relating to crime, whether that be an anonymous call to the police to report a crime in progress or providing police with information on a crime that recently occurred. People who live in fear of retaliation that may come from them reporting crime to the police will avoid doing this at any cost to reduce the risk of any harm that may come to them. This is found to be the case in neighbourhoods with high crime rates (Papp Et Al, 2019). 
 
According to The Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation (WIMD) (2019) living in a deprived area means that there is a lack of education, health, employment, and community safety. In the north castle area of Swansea town area that consists of High Street, Orchid Street, Wind Street and The Strand is ranked at 36 out of 1909 meaning that the area is one of the most deprived areas in Swansea (Welsh Goverment, 2019). The crime rate in that area is very high with cases of violence and sexual offences, burglary, anti-social behaviour, shoplifting and many more. In January 2024 there were over 150 crimes reported in this area alone (Police.uk, 2023). Golborne is considered to be one of the most deprived areas in London with a high number of the residents being Muslim, black African or black Caribbean (The Royal Borough of kensington and Chelsea, 2011). In this area there were only 92 reported crimes in January 2024 (Police.uk, 2023). People living in this area may have a fear of retaliation if there are gangs in the area so they won’t report crimes that they witness or that may happen to them out of fear of what people in the area may do to them if they find out they reported them for a crime. 
If we take the 1981 Brixton riots for example where tensions between the black community and the metropolitan police were at an all time high and as rumours of police brutality against a black man resulted in an angry crowd confronting the met before police were able to contain the protest. And arrest on the following night resulted in the streets of Brixton being turned into a battlefield between the black community and the Met. During these riots more than 300 people were injured and it was estimated that the riots caused around £7.5 million in damages. After the riots a public investigation into why the riots happed was carried out by Lord Scarman who found that there was no institutional racism within the Met police (BBC, 2021). 
It goes without saying that after these riots there would’ve been a huge lack of trust between communities and the police. Other ethnic communities like the Muslim community and the Asian community could look at the riots that happened because of racism against black people and think that they could be next and thus they would’ve most probably been very hesitant to report any crimes to the police out of fear of not being believed and thinking that the police wouldn’t take report of the crime seriously purely because it came from someone who wasn’t white. 

According to Kilpatrick (1987) there is strong evidence that suggest certain types of crime can leave the victim with a negative psychological impact however research that has been conducted on the psychological impact crime can have on victims have mainly focused on cases of rape and sexual assault. Due to this we don’t know the psychological impact other crimes have had on victims. Obviously, any crime can have a different effect on people depending on the severity of the crime but people who suffer from poor mental health then even a minor crime could have a huge effect on someone. For example, someone with autism could be a victim of a crime and they may not fully understand what happened to them but they could still suffer because of it. 

According to Koskela (2016) people who suffer with mental health issues are more likely to be a victim of crime due to their vulnerability. The media have taken the select few with mental health issues who have committed a serious crime such as murder and used this to portray everyone with mental issues as offenders and have used this to their advantage to lead the public away from the belief that the group of people in society can also be victims. 

A widely held public opinion is that people with mental health issues are more likely to commit a violent crime and those who suffer from schizophrenia are highly likely to kill someone. The medias portrayal of mentally ill people shows this stereotype is present within many countries and further fuels people to believe people suffering from mental health issues are offenders and cannot be victims of crime (Koskela 2016). If this is the way they think the public, see them then they may be less likely to commit a crime purely because they may think the police will not believe them and for someone with schizophrenia the police may just think that they are delusional or that they were experiencing a hallucination when the crime took place, and they just imagined it and that it didn’t actually happen. 

A large number of perpetrators will not go to prison for their crimes. According to Rainn (2020) for every 1000 sexual assaults, over 95% of perpetrator committing sexual assaults will go free and not serve any time for that crime. For sexual assaults 310 cases are reported to police (which means more than 2 out of 3 assaults go unreported) and out of those cases only 25 of perpetrators will serve a sentence.  In the case of robberies 619 cases out of 1000 are reported to police and yet again only 20 of those perpetrators will serve a sentence. It was reported that all of the sexual assault crimes committed between 2005 and 2010, victims’ reasons for not reporting crimes ranged from:
· 20% feared retaliation
· 13% believed the police would not do anything to help
· 13% believed it was a personal matter
· 8% reported to a different official
· 8% believed it was not important enough to report
· 7% did not want to get the perpetrator in trouble
· 2% believed the police could not do anything to help
· 30% gave another reason, or did not cite one reason
(Rainn, 2020)
According to Rainn (2020) 20% of people who reported sexual assaults were female students, 43% of victims were female members of the military and 10% were male members. 

According to Connelly Et al (2021) previous research conducted has shown that sex worked in the United Kingdom experience extremely high rates of victimisation but are reluctant to report to the police. In recent years the sex industry has expanded and emerged as a visible part of the economy. With the expansion of the sex industry there has also been in a rise in violent attacks against sex workers. Feminists believe that prostitution is a form of violence against women and that males who buy female sex workers possess more sexually aggressive behaviour than males who do not purchase sex workers. Many offenders believe that sex workers will not report any victimisation towards them to the police or if they do they believe that the police will not take the workers seriously because of their profession and therefore offenders will take advantage of this. Further research conducted shows that street sex workers experience a higher rate of violence than sex works working in an indoor market (Connelly, L., Kamerāde, D. and Sanders, T., 2021). 

To conclude, there are a number of reasons why people don’t report crimes - that they may be a victim of, and/or a witness to - such as: fear of retaliation; they may not want to get involved; they may not trust law enforcement; or they think that it won’t make a difference whether they report the crime or not. In addition, some people may not report a crime out of fear of not being believed and or being judged and they may also worry about the process being complicated or lengthy. Many people may have a lack of information about their reporting options, or they may have a belief that the crime isn’t important enough to report for example if someone’s garage gets broken into, but nothing gets stolen that person may think the crime isn’t worth reporting because the police have more important crime at deal with. It’s important to create a safe environment where people feel safe enough to report a crime to the police and it’s just as important to address these concerns and encourage people to speak up and report any crime that they see or that they may be a victim of no matter how small it is. Its also important for the police to show that they can be trusted and that they will follow through with the report and treat every crime with importance. 
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