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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 
The challenges that electric bikes bring to modern day policing and public safety.
INTRODUCTION:
I propose this topic as it highlights a growing problem for modern day policing in the UK. Electric bikes are often used by criminals to pursue numerous different crimes such as theft of phones and drug dealing. This topic is worthy to be considered for an undergraduate dissertation as electric bikes are becoming more and more popular and are encountered by police very regularly, often for the wrong reasons. In 2019 3.7 million e-bikes were sold, by the end of 2024 that number could grow to 10 million and it could rise to 17 million by 2030 (S Cole 2024). Due to the market of e-bikes rapidly increasing, it is only expected to see more land in the hands of criminals. It is worth noting that there is a slight difference between an electric pedal bike and an electric dirt bike – mainly the size of the motor and that the electric dirt bike doesn’t have any pedals. Within the dissertation I will cover both types of e-bike, the challenges they bring to policing and the safety concerns they bring to the general public. An insight to the growing concern of e-bikes within the UK is the statistic taken from Sky news in September 2024 – ‘Forces across the UK confiscated 937 e-bikes in the year to 11 August, according to Freedom of Information figures - compared with 511 recorded during the previous 12 months’.




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
· To analyse the training and resources provided to UK police forces to effectively address the increasing prevalence of electric bikes.
· To evaluate the public perception of electric bikes and the policing of electric bikes.

· To explore the safety of electric bikes and the dangers that can be to the general public and the riders of the bike themselves.

· To assess any legal and ethical challenges brought to police when coming across electric bikes.

This study will be completed by conducting academic research into these 4 topics and will also look to get information from the general public through a questionnaire regarding their perception of electric bikes.




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

This study will use News articles from several different sources such as BBC news and Sky news. Government articles will also assist in my studies, particularly from The Defence and Security Accelerator (DASA) which has a market exploration in place to stop e-bikes being used to help stop criminals committing offences (UK Government 2021). Due to the growth of e-bikes only starting in recent years, there is a not a lot of academic research sources in comparison to other topics. This study will also require research from the first hand where empirical research will be conducted to speak to members of the public about the topics. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
One of the research methods is empirical research, this will be achieved by asking members of the public and police officers questions about the above topics through a questionnaire. This study will also use several different sources with some being academic and others not, however the non-academic sources will be factual.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
The study will ask approximately 30 members of the public and police officers to complete the questionnaire. This will be the best sample for the research as the topic can be viewed from numerous different perspectives, to get the perspective of 30 different independent members of the public and 30 different police officers. The questionnaire will be anonymous which will encourage honesty, the only factor asking a person’s identity in the research will be asking if they are a police officer or not. As the questionnaire will be online, it will also be accessible to numerous more people to that of if the study was conducted in person. 



	ETHICAL ISSUES:
The ethical issues of this study include the sensitivity of the topic. A riot was declared after an incident involving an e-bike caused two young males to pass away in Ely, Cardiff. It was reported that a police vehicle was pursing the two males who were on an electric bike before they crashed and died at the scene. 100-150 people gathered at the scene and several hours of disorder followed where 15 police officers were injured, cars were torched, and fireworks were aimed towards police (R Mercer, 2024). This study may cause distress to the person(s) participating in the questionnaire and may cause a risk of bias due to the circumstances of the topic. Another ethical issue is the anonymity of the participant of the questionnaire, it is important that the participant remains completely anonymous. There is also a risk of over-representing and under-representing demographic groups within this study. To ensure that the ethical issues within this study are minimised, an information message will be put on the questionnaire prior to the first question to ensure the participant is fully aware of the contents, it will also be highlighted that they shall stay anonymous and there will be no option for them to provide any personal details. This is to ensure there is no danger posed to the participant as the topic and a person’s views can be controversial in light of the Ely riots. To combat the risk of potential bias and the representation of demographic groups, research will be conducted online using academic as well as non-academic sources to see all perspectives of this topic to make sure that the study remains impartial.


	TIME SCALE:
 A timeline of 2-4 months is an adequate amount of time to ensure thorough research is conducted for this topic. It will take 2 months to complete the questionnaire and research and a further 2 months to complete the study.
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