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What is archaeology?
	Archaeology is the exploration of history and prehistory through what is left behind. There are many ways one can do this: through analysing bones and other artifacts dug up from the ground or examining monuments and landscapes [1]. There are plenty of ways one can describe archaeology, but there are many big questions related to it. What is the nature of the subject of archaeology? What practices are used? Archaeology is also a part of the humanities, but how does it interact with the others? And finally, where is archaeology now, and where is it going?
What is the true nature of archaeology?
	The nature of archaeology is likely found in its origins. Archaeology is a fairly new topic in comparison to fields of History and Classics, with the recognizable modern form of archaeology being developed in the early 1800’s with geology. In his book published in 1785, geologist James Hutton studied the stratification of rocks, which was the early basis for how archaeological excavations are done. Strata are the layers formed in rock over time. This can help people know in which general time periods things found in the ground have come from. It wasn’t until 1841 when these ideas had a more notable impact on society, when Jaques Boucher de Perthes published evidence relating extinct animals with human made objects. Decades later, in 1859, when it finally gained acceptance, this finding dated humanity to before biblical times. This all was happening around a social and scientific enlightenment movement where the view of biblical times was being challenged. The development of archaeological excavations coincided with Charles Darwin’s Theory of evolution in 1859 as well to further deflate the ideas of the church. Was Archaeology created and formed to find answers to humanities questions when they began to doubt the current answers that were given to them? This could point to archaeology’s true nature, which could most certainly be a simple as answering questions about humanity’s past through what we have found [2][3]. Although seemingly meaningless and antiquarian, archaeology finds meaning in the soil, pollen, rocks, bones, and everything in between that humans have left behind, for learning about ourselves can help us become even better than before. 
What practices are used in archaeology? 
	Archaeological excavation is done using a research design. Sites are typically located through arial surveys, taken through balloons, satellites, planes, or found on the internet, and ground surveys, which entails walking around the sites in question to find areas of concentration and importance. Archaeologists also map the surface and subsurface, the area below the surface, to find out where exactly to dig for more findings. This helps to reduce wasted time during excavations and prevent aimless digging about. Then, there is excavation, this is seen as the last resort, as it is a destructive process and must only be used if other non-destructive techniques are unable to answer the questions said out. Lastly, typology is performed. Typology is grouping together certain artefacts based on similarity of their attributes. This can help define groups and form understanding. This is one of the methods of archaeology that involves excavation, although there are more unconventional methods and ways of research in the field. 
What is the connection and interaction between archaeology and other humanities subjects?
	Archaeology is simply connected with the humanities because it studies humans as a whole. It used what humanity has lost and is now found to paint a clearer picture on how they used to live and even die[1]. There is much difference in how archaeology interacts with other fields belonging to the humanities. Archaeology can be seen as an all-powerful force to some, as much of ancient and modern history is found by the means and methods of archaeologists. Archaeology not only explores history but discovers it. History books could say that the Welsh didn’t make many works of stone before the Norman conquest, but an archaeologist could find a building made of stone and date them centuries before then, and therefore, the known history of Wales is altered. This can apply to ancient history, such as Heinrich Schliemann, who haphazardly found the city of troy based on the myths of The Odyssey and The Iliad [2], changing the facts of ancient history forever. There are other humanities that can work as far away or as close together as they want. Philosophy studies the fundamental questions of reality [4], so it can be seen as practical or as theoretical as the philosopher wants. The archaeologist has no control over what a philosopher can think or do, but that is not to say that archaeologist can offer insight to a subject or ask for insight on a subject they need. Finally, there are certain subjects that archaeology needs to use. Creative writing can help archaeology thrive. Without the need to write creatively, archaeology would just be facts and numbers on a piece of paper. You need an archaeologist to find out what was in the past, but you would require a creative writing perspective to explore what people were doing in the past, as a set of bones is only as useful as the story behind them; although, findings from archaeology can help influence creative writers. There are plenty of films and books such as the film series titled Indiana Jones, a series about an archaeologist fighting to protect pieces of history and archaeological artefacts from those who would do it harm. Archaeology interacts with its peer subjects in humanities in many various ways, perhaps the most different ways imaginable, but archaeology is still give and take with all human studies and still will for it's foreseeable future. 
What is the direction archaeology has been and is going?
	The future of archaeology is not a clear case, but it can be predicted with what currently is happening. Archaeology is split up into two light sectors: the private commercial part and the public university part. Both sides are helped in different ways by the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act of 1979. This act was consolidated “to make provision for the investigation, preservation and recording of matters of archaeological or historical interest”. It serves to regulate activities that would have an impact on archaeological sites [5]. A main interaction with this act is with construction companies. Developers are legally required in the UK to survey the site for archaeology. Whenever a construction company would begin a project, the developer would hire a private archaeological consultant which advises the developer on what to do with the site. Typically, when a site of importance is discovered in a construction site, archaeologists are able to document and extract the artefacts if possible. This is a dance that plays when a new project is made. The current field of private archaeology is based on the British economy and housing markets, when new houses are being made, more archaeologists are hired to clear the sites. This is not without pushback from developers. It is in a developer’s best interest to get their construction project finished as fast as possible; therefore, many try to get in the way of archaeologists getting their job done. This can pose a large problem with the field of archaeology, as the government is currently on a direction to swiften the construction of housing for Britain, which could entail rushing sites to prioritize fast housing over archaeological heritage preservation. Construction categorized as essential, such as utilities, are not required to halt construction or survey for archaeological heritage. One simple change to reclassify new housing programmes as ‘essential’ can strip work from the field of archaeology and destroy potential sources of knowledge for the field. All signs could point to a decline in the most lucrative industry of the subject of archaeology, as the requirement for it might be tossed aside for the development of new housing and buildings. Additionally, many humanities subjects are getting less social attention and less funding due to a more science and computer focused job market and society [6]. With the potential decline of the commercial field of archaeology due to lifted restrictions on building, and also lack of funding towards archaeology as a humanities subject, there may be seen a recession of archaeological preservation and awareness, leading the subject matter down a truly dark path toward the future. 
Conclusion 
	The subject of archaeology may be a fairly recent idea, forming and gaining traction due to doubt over the church teachings of the world and a need for new answers; however, the concept of digging around in the dirt for something interesting is something people have been doing all their lives. Archaeologists find meaning in the pieces of humanity long forgotten and buried to bring answers to the mysteries of the past. It’s impact and influence on the other fields of humanities is undeniably important. Using what humanity has left behind to learn more about themselves is a practice that can even expand throughout all walks of life. Although the business of archaeology and along with it the field might fall into a recession due to the political tides, archaeology remains one of the if not the most essential human study. 
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