Is working for the ‘exposure’ a satisfactory situation for an up-and-coming creative artist?
Working for exposure can be great for students and graduates as it gives them the chance to get experience in the industry they want to work in while also being able to put work experience and exposure on their CV which will benefit them in the future when looking for actual paid work, which is difficult to obtain when you first start out and as Robyn Keet (2021) said “I started my career and my business by doing free work, I still do it occasionally... it gives so many awesome recommendations.”. Exposure also gives the opportunity to network with other industry professionals, forging relationships that can benefit you in the future, be it them offering you work or you being able to offer them work, both can be beneficial for you. Networking is one of the most vital aspects of the industry, with it being such a close-knit environment with almost everyone knowing each other, its important for good impressions to last and forming relationships during work experience can be one incredible way to do so. And more often than not most of your job opportunities will come from being suggested from someone you have worked with in the past.
Working for exposure can also be good in moments where you’re particularly passionate about the working possibility, people often work for free when its for charity.  There is also times where people will work for free at the chance of working with someone they love an example of this is Jonah Hill who worked on wolf of wall street for merely $60,000 in comparison to his co-star Leonardo DiCaprio who earned $10 million. Jonah’s reason for this was because he wanted to work with Martin Scorsese and said “I would sell my house and give him all my money to work for him. This isn't what you make money for. You do 22 Jump Street or you do other things, and you can pay your rent. I would've done anything in the world. I would do it again in a second… This s**t isn't about money. You should do things that you care about.”
Working for exposure allows you to develop skills in what can be considered a “safer” space than a fully paying job, it also gives you the chance to develop new skills from people with more experience than you. Working for exposure is something that can be incredibly good if done with sensible consideration and moderation and as Lo Harris (2023) said “The decision to work for “exposure” is one you’ll probably need to make on a case-by-case basis.”, you need to consider how often you can financially afford to work for free, and whether the free opportunity is worth it for you, do you gain more than you will lose?
As someone who had very little to no experience and managed to get work experience that was paid, I don’t think it fair that companies feel they can offer work experience and pay someone in “exposure” it gives the impression that they aren’t worth paying when in fact they will be doing the same work as someone who is on the payroll.  As Diep Tran, 2014 said “In reality, the more people willing to work for free, the less incentive editors and artistic directors have to pay their freelancers and artists. After all, why pay a living wage when there’s hundreds of people already vying for a chance to work for just exposure?” (Diep Tran, 2014) he emphasises the point that working for exposure is not a viable form of payment for those just starting out, they’re going to be short on money and as (Keet, 2021) said “Exposure doesn't pay the rent” it is unfair of companies to expect that those after the experience should have to work for free. 
My own experience of work experience is quite a pleasant one, I worked in my secondary school doing lights for shows, as much as I had no form of monetary payment, getting out of that days lessons for 14 year old me was plenty pay, when I went on to college I was lucky enough to have gotten into The BRIT school, this has inadvertently opened many doors for me due to the prestige that comes from that name in the industry. During my first year I applied for a panto freelance job at a theatre near me and got quite lucky when one of the people who interviewed me had gone to brit school too, and I was even invited in to do some work experience during a technical rehearsal. I was meant to be in lesson that day and had to fill out a work experience form to be able to leave for it. What is interesting looking back at this is that the form I had to fill out specified it had to be “unpaid” work experience, I can understand why they did that so we couldn’t miss out lessons for what could be a job. However it is interesting that in the industry it was inferred that it was acceptable to work for free and just be paid in experience and exposure. 
In conclusion, I think working for exposure is something that works for a short period of time as those that need it, like students and graduates that have no experience to begin with can benefit from the experience and the networking opportunities, however after having done enough work experience for exposure and networking I think that it is no longer necessary and all individuals should always be offered an amount of money for their work, it is unfair of businesses to expect people to work for free. 
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