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Introduction 
In the year ending March 2024, there were over 6,922 referrals to Prevent. This number has increased from the previous year by a margin of 1.5% (Home Office, 2024). With more referrals being made each year, how can prevention services support the increasing number of individuals while also preventing extremism and the radicalisation of individual from extremist ideologies? The purpose of this assignment is to examine literature surrounding the challenges police forces face in implementing the counter-terrorism strategy, focusing specifically on the Prevent strand. The CONTEST counter terrorism strategy was first introduced in 2003 and has been our primary strategy in combating terrorism and radicalisation in the United Kingdom, using the 4P’s which are a corner stone of the strategy. The Prevent pillar is the main focus and its main aim is to stop members of the public from being radicalised into becoming terrorists. The latest CONTEST strategy was published in 2023, where they outline issues that have been on the rise, problems to expect to see in the future, and what initiatives the government is setting out to combat and reduce the impact of these terrorism-related issues (Home Office, 2023). 

Main Body 

Multi-Agency Co-ordination
The Prevent strand in the CONTEST strategy is overseen by the home office and the organisation Act Early was created. The organisation is comprised of prevention officers, specially trained by police forces around the UK. the goal of these prevention officers is to collaborate with essential front-line services, who may handle cases of vulnerable victims of radicalisation, such as schoolteachers, healthcare professionals, local authority staff, to provide training in recognising the signs of radicalisation and taking the necessary steps in preventing further exposure (Act Early UK, No dateB). This organisation is the cornerstone of the Prevent strategy, a hub of valuable resources for the public and frontline services.
One example of this practise being undertaken is in South Wales Police. The South Wales Police website presents an overview on the work that their prevention officers undertake in order to prevent people vulnerable to radicalisation from being further exposed. South Wales Police prevention officers handle every case of radicalisation uniquely, ensuring that the proper services are provided to victims; ranging from visits to a doctor, school programmes, mentorships, and local community groups. The South Wales Police website also gives the reader information of the other organisations that police officers and prevention officers work with; providing prevention training and coordination efforts when an individual has been exposed to radicalisation. These organisations range from local authorities, education centres, health practitioners, faith leaders; community groups, such as youth groups; voluntary services and charities (South Wales Police, 2025). South Wales Police give the reader a more in-depth experience on the responsibilities placed on prevention officers, and the work needed to support victims who have been exposed to radicalisation. According to the College of Policing (2023) the college of policing’s crime reduction toolkit has done research into the effectiveness of a multi-agency response, including with the police, into the prevention of radicalisation. The toolkit stated that the multi-agency response on the prevention of radicalisation and the impact on crime was strong, meaning that the organisation believes the intervention is effective. However, the College of Policing later states further down in the toolkit that “There is no evidence to suggest that multi-agency interventions have a statistically significant impact on disrupting pathways from radicalisation to violence.” This means that there are potentially conflicting viewpoints and evidence that makes it hard to define whether the practise is overall effective.  
The channel programme was rolled out around England & Wales in 2012 and had a legal basis, through statute in law, in 2015. The channel programme is a panel of multiple agencies who have a responsibility to address radicalisation and have a role to prevent it. The channel programme will gather, after a prevent referral has been made, with the aim of identify the risk to the victim and develop a support plan using an assessment of the risk, to decide the appropriate services fit for the victim (Home Office, 2025). The home office sets out clear instructions to local agencies and the response that should follow when a prevent referral is made. The South Wales Police service would follow these instructions, set up a panel with relevant front-line services, such as teachers; health practitioners, faither leaders; to set up a support plan for a vulnerable individual in the South Wales area.

The Evolution of Prevent
As previously stated, the Prevent strategy was first created in 2003. It was a strategy to support people who were vulnerable and at risk of being radicalised into extremist ideological groups. However, the Prevent strategy was quite small and limited in the actions they could take to prevent radicalisation. According to BBC News (2017), the strategy was designed to offer support to the community and build relations between members of society, sub-community groups, and the police services. The police did this by partnering up with other services and engaging the public through the use of schools, places of faith, prisons, and any other congregations where people may be susceptible to radicalisation of extremist ideology. This strategy is still employed in the UK today. One particular example of this is the county of Hertfordshire. The police and prevent services of Hertfordshire can be requested to do a Prevent sessions in a venue, such as a school; faith group; etc, and educate members of the community about the signs of radicalisation and encouraging people to make a referral when concerns arise about suspicious behaviour (Hertfordshire, No date).  
The CONTEST Prevent strategy has evolved since its introduction in 2003. One major development of the strategy being the introduction of the Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015 (CTS); a statute of the UK Parliament which aims to strengthen the capabilities of law enforcement and intelligence agencies. One aspect of the statute is section 26 of the act which gives frontline services a “Prevent duty”, which means to actively look for signs of radicalisation and refer such activities to Prevent, according to section 26 of (Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015A); these frontline services being schools, prisons, local governments, healthcare providers, police forces, all listed in schedule 6 of (Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015B). This would give police officers the legal basis of questioning someone and their ideology, as it is for the safeguarding of the community and for the victims involved. One last evolution that supported prevention officers’ duty to tackle radicalisation is in the form of advancements in technology. The internet has enabled a Prevent to make referrals easier to make and resources of the prevent strategy to be more accessible to the general public. The Department of Education (2022) government website offers more accessible resources and information that you would need when making a referral to Prevent; while the Act Early (No dateA) website has a tab specifically for the purpose of providing a phone number, where you can share a concern about an individual. These advancements in technology have given the Prevent strategy a digital platform that enables more reporting of radicalisation and allows more opportunities for prevention services to support individuals and communities. Finally, following a pledge in 2017, the Home Office instructed the establishment of cyber-crime units in every police force in England and Wales. These cyber-crime units have the main goal of responding to reports of online crime, which includes activity relating to radicalisation and extremism (Raconteur, 2019). This emphasises the UK government’s commitment in improving the role of the police service in investigating online threats to the welfare of individuals susceptible to radicalisation.
Community Trust Challenges
[bookmark: _Int_j08amx5x]The Prevent programme has been used to detect signs of radicalisation and extremism through the use of the referral system. Theses referrals are made through concerning actions taken by members of the general public and are then sent to a Prevent channel to be assessed, as touched upon before. However, according to PROP (2022), gave an independent review of PREVENT and it can to the conclusion that an argument can be made that human rights, such as freedom of expression, may have been broken due to the perception of extremist ideological definitions. PROP goes further to state that the Prevent system unfairly discriminates against people of particular groups in society, one prevalently being the Muslim community. PROP later states that the Prevent process is a pre-criminal reactionary measure, based on fear, to Prevent acts of terrorism. However, due to prejudice and ignorant racist stereotypes of Muslims, many reactions of activities and comments made by Muslims can be met with fear and potentially referred to Prevent. One case being the phrase “Allahu Akbar” which means “God is the greatest” in Arabic. The phrase has twisted over the last few decades due to the phrase often being associated to terrorist attacks and the portrayal of Muslims in the media and online (University of Colorado Boulder, 2020). This perception of Muslims roots itself into society and of causes confusion, stemming from fear, increasing the likelihood of someone making a report to Prevent and creating a distrust between community members, such as Muslims, and the services who make up the Prevent system. 
The negative perception and failed education of members of the public and the institutions that govern society have created a disconnected between frontline services and members of particular minority groups, such as Muslims. A study conducted by Calvin, (2022, pp. 186-188) where 20 at-risk participants took part in interviews relative to answering issues interviewees have in the Prevent systems and study the trust between interviewees and the Prevent officers. The findings show that the participants desired more engagement from Prevent officers, rather than education, to be seen as trustworthy. The participants wished to see more common ideals and created common ground between officers, to show that the Prevent officers not only understands the views of ethnic minorities in the community but to be relatable to those communities that they police; only then would Prevent interviewees provide information relative to radicalisation, but it would also see community members more likely to report suspicious activities to Prevent (Calvin, 2022, pp. 186-188). Without the trust of the public and the many communities that make up society, prevention officers will find it difficult to encourage community members to make a referral and to gain information from interviewees.

Challenges with Evolving Landscape
The existence of crime is challenging and never-ending, this is certainly the case for terrorism and the radicalisation into extremist ideologies. The landscape of radicalisation has evolved with the change in time. One such change is the advancements in technology and the introduction of social media. The HM Prison & Probation Service (2021) conducted a study and found that between 2005 to 2017, the number of convicted extremists sampled in the study had seen an increase of radicalisation from online sources; while seeing a decrease in the number who were radicalised outside of the internet and social media. This implies a clear evolution on the trends of radicalisation, where extremist groups have now shifted to recruiting vulnerable people online, rather than in-person. The UK parliament has noticed this trend and made preparations back in 2023, to introduce the Online Safety Act. The act would require technology companies, social media networks, and website owners to identify and remove illegal content from their sites; making it more difficult to share illegal content to radicalise individuals to a certain ideological cause (Home Office,2023). However, the act has received some criticism and kickback as it has been argued that the act intervenes on the freedom of expression of online users; the use of age verification breaches users privacy and a high likelihood of data breaches, with other political parties, such as the Reform Party, promising to repeal the act if elected in the next general election (Dac BeachCroft, 2025). This proves to be a challenging position for the police service as it is uncertain what the future looks like with the Online Safety Act; where costs and time implementing the act may be for naught if the act gets repealed in a few years.  

Conclusion 
The purpose of this assignment was to examine literature surrounding how the police service supports the prevention of terrorism, through radicalisation, and the challenges police forces face in implementing the Prevent strand of the CONTEST counter-terrorism strategy. This literature review found that the police support the prevention of radicalisation and extremism by working effectively with other agencies and third-party organisations to create channels where the best course of action is taken for the protection of an individual, and the prevention of future harm. The introduction of legislation, such as the Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015 gave police officers more powers and a “Prevent duty” to actively identify and respond to concerns; this enhanced by the establishing of cyber-crime units in police forces across England and Wales. Some of the challenges presented to prevent radicalisation is the rise of the internet as a place to of recruitment to extremist ideology and terrorism. Then finally, the challenges of human rights, such as freedom of expression, and how Prevent can be a tool for targeting people of other cultures, causing distrust between the community and police prevention officers.
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