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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Exploring police officers experiences of the new dangerous dogs legislation when dealing with dangerous dogs.
INTRODUCTION:

Dangerous dog legislation has in the recent months changed due to the increase in dog attacks and deaths of humans across the United kingdom. In particular, the newest part of the legislation, the ban of the XL Bully has effected both the way in which police respond to dangerous dogs and provided more powers in regards to the XL Bully as they are now on the banned breeds list.  (Lander 2023) states that the UK has brought in these new laws due to an increase in brutal attacks from these dogs. Dangerous dog legislation has evolved greatly over the years due to an increase in the number of attacks. Changes brought in to the legislation in 2013 has allowed there to be tougher sentencing on owners responsible for offences covered by the dangerous dog legislation. It also allowed the police to have more powers in regards to the intervention prior to the attacks from these dogs (British Vet Association 2014). The recent XL Bully ban has been a high profile topic in the media as it effects a number of owners of these dogs as well as police forces as the enforcement of the new laws ultimately lie with the police. (Eve 2023) suggests that members of the public have heavily criticised the police in the way they have managed dog attacks in the past. The way in which police forces deal with dangerous dogs has had a big impact on the public confidence in the last few years in particular. Due to the legislation regarding the ban of the XL Bully being new and only implemented in the last few months, there is little research regarding the experiences of police officers in dealing with incidents regarding these dangerous dogs. This proposal will look to outline how officers in frontline roles, including response, neighbourhood officers and dog handlers experiences in dealing with dangerous dogs differ and what these experiences show.




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES:

The research conducted will look to outline officers experiences when dealing with incidents requiring use of the dangerous dog legislation.

The data will analyse how officers roles and training have an effect on these experiences. 

 

The research will gather information from police officers, it will firstly go through the ethics procedure and then an information sheet and questionnaire will be created in order to allow gathering of the data. Following this the data will be reported on and lasted a submission of the final report regarding the data. 
 



	LITERATURE REVIEW:
(Allock and Campbell 2021), explains how the laws surrounding dangerous dogs have allowed the police to deal with owners that own banned breed and are involved with incidents where dogs have attacked. This literature shows the prosecution statics under the s=certain legislation covered by the dangerous dog act. 
There is a large amount of literature around dangerous dogs in general however it is very limited around the polices experience in dealing with dangerous dogs and how the new legislation has affected the way in which it incidents are dealt with. 
(Bleasdale-Hill and Dickerson 2016) Suggests that there are issues surrounding the enforcement around dealing with legislation that falls under the dangerous dog act.
(Harding 2012) shows how police forces have formed a response to dangerous dog incidents and methods that they have used in order to tackle the issue such as the status dog units. This research dates back to 2009 with there being little up to date research regarding current tactics that police are using to deal with dangerous dogs. (Culley,2024)
shows in his article how the XL bully ban that has been implemented very quickly in 2024 has left officers in situations where they are unable to deal with the dangerous dogs effectively as there is a shortage of kennels for these dogs to go to once they have been seized.
This research report will look to delve deeper into the experiences of these officers and how external factors such as kennel availability and other resources has had an impact on their experiences when dealing with dangerous dogs. The literature that is currently available looks at the issues that have arisen and the ones expected to arise post the new XL Bully ban, there is a gap in literature available regarding the experiences that officers have had when dealing with dangerous dogs since the legislation has changed in the past few months. 





	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
The research is going to use a questionnaire methods in order to obtain the data from participants.
It will look to gain the views of multiple participants in the research and a questionnaire is a good way to do this as questionnaires can be easily distributed to possible participant and is easily accessible for them via online means. 




	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
The research sampling will be targeted at a range of police officers. This will include, response officers, neighbourhood police officers, dog handlers and dog liaison officers. Dog liaison offices are experts in the field of dangerous dogs but by asking officers in different front line roles, it will allow the research to contain a rang of perspectives from different police officers. These are the best people to use for the sample as there will be no ethical issues surrounding them completing survey methods. 



	ETHICAL ISSUES:
This research will be using professionals as samples which has little ethical impact however during reporting on and collecting the research and data there is a social responsibility when writing the dissertation as the topic concerns owners, animals and sensitive situations where there have been deaths due to dogs being dangerously out of control.


	TIME SCALE:

Literature review will be completed by the end of July 2024 
Methodology and research will be completed by the September 2024 
Analysis of the results will be completed by October 2024 
Conclusion and findings wll be completed by December 2024 
The research project will be completed by December 2024.
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