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Glamorgan and the Red Book

Prys Morgan

The late Professor G.J. Williams first made the suggestion[1] that
the famous Welsh manuscript, the Red Book of Hergest, was
written in the late fourteenth century somewhere in Glamorgan,
possibly at Neath Abbey, at the behest of Hopkyn ap Thomas of
Ynysdawy, a well-known patron of Welsh poets. Professor Ceri
Lewis in a recent discussion of the patronage of Hopkyn ap
Thomas[2] has called the Red Book ‘‘the richest single manuscript
compilation of medieval Welsh literature’’, and no one would
seriously question this judgement. The large and priceless manu-
script has been owned by Jesus College, Oxford, since 1701 and J.
Gwenogvryn Evans needed three hefty tomes in order to reproduce
the contents of the Red Book in a diplomatic edition. It contains
the fullest text of the eleven native tales loosely described by Lady
Charlotte Guest in her famous nineteenth-century edition of them
as The Mabinogion; it contains a number of medieval chronicles,
and a great quantity of the best Welsh poetry of the thirteenth and
fourteenth centuries[3]. Its history, however, up to the end of the
seventeenth century is shrouded in the greatest obscurity.

The manuscript, which seems to have been known as the Red
Book of Hergest at least since the middle of the sixteenth century,
was presented to Jesus College in 1701 by its owner Thomas
Wilkins the younger, of Llanblethian in the Vale of Glamorgan,
who was the son of another Thomas Wilkins, rector of Saint Mary
Church, one of the finest antiquaries and collectors in seventeenth-
century Wales, and who had died in 1699. Edward Lhuyd visited
the elder Wilkins in 1697 to make copies of his collection, and in a
letter dated September 22 1697[4] says that he is spending two
months having an old manuscript copied, but adds that it could
have been bought from its owner for twenty shillings had Wilkins
been prepared to return it to him. In another letter sent the same
day, but from Llandyfodwg in Glamorgan, Lhuyd states that he
had taken two months to copy an ancient three hundred year old
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vellum manuscript. Lhuyd nowhere actually refers to the Red Book
of Hergest in these letters, but scholars have assumed that he was
referring to it.

One thing is certain, that the Red Book earlier in the seven-
teenth century was not at Saint Mary Church, but at Margam.
Some years earlier Robert Vaughan of Hengwrt, also a celebrated
antiquary, said that the Red Book was with Sir Thomas Mansel at
Margam. In 1634 Dr John Davies of Mallwyd, the great Welsh
scholar, borrowed the Red Book from Sir Lewis Mansel at
Margam. It does not seem to have been at Margam in the sixteenth
century. William Salesbury stated about 1565 to 1568 that he had
seen the Red Book at Ludlow with Sir Henry Sidney, president of
the Council of Wales. Sidney was an exceptionally learned and
cultured man. Sir Thomas Mansel was a member of the Council of
Wales under Sir Henry Sidney, but there is other evidence to
link Sidney with Mansel. Salesbury also stated that the Red Book
was then borrowed by Siancyn Gwyn of Llanidloes[5]. In 1550 Sir
John Price of Brecon, Welsh scholar and historian, set eyes upon
the Red Book, but did not say where he saw it. It had by 1550
become associated with the house of Hergest. This is Hergest
Vaughan, a patron of Welsh letters and in 1545 a ‘‘commissioner’’
signing the licence or degree of the poet Gruffudd Hiraethog as a
chief bard or pencerdd[6]. In the Red Book there are two awdlau
(odes) by Lewis Glyn Cothi to Sir Thomas Vaughan of Tretower
and to his three sons, and so it is assumed that the manuscript had
belonged to one branch or other of the extensive Vaughan family
since the later decades of the fifteenth century. One of these
branches had lived at Hergest Court since about 1400, when they
had succeeded there the cultured but rather mysterious Welsh
family of Clanvowe or Clanbois. There was also at Hergest another
fine manuscript called The White Book of Hergest, supposed to
have been compiled in 1461 by Lewis Glyn Cothi, but this later
perished in a fire. Clearly the Vaughan families were patrons of
Welsh literature and owners of manuscripts, and by the latter half
of the sixteenth century the Red Book was associated in the minds
of scholars with one of their houses, Hergest Court. Why then
should G.J. Williams associate the Red Book with fourteenth-
century Glamorgan, rather than with them?
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Firstly there is the evidence of the manuscript’s contents. The
material in it relating directly to late fourteenth-century figures is
small, but it does contain five awdlau to Hopkyn ap Thomas, one
awd! to his son Thomas ap Hopkyn, and a list entitled ‘“The
Dislikes of Long William, carpenter of Hopkyn ap Thomas”’
(Casbethau Gwilym Hir, saer Hopkyn ap Thomas). The earliest
Glamorgan poet whose poems have been recorded is Casnodyn,
who flourished in the 1330s and 1340s. The Red Book has a number
of his poems[7]. Hopkyn was well-known as a most learned man
and patron of poets and owner of manuscripts. Dafydd y Coed in
an awd/ mentioned some of the manuscripts he owned, the Eluci-
darium, the Holy Grail, the Annales, law texts, the awd! being in
the Red Book itself. As an old man in 1403 Hopkyn was summoned
to Carmarthen by Owain Glyndwr because he was a ‘‘Master of
Brut’’, that is to say, an expert in bardic prophecies, to tell the
Prince what his future might be[8].

Most of the evidence for G.J. Williams’s argument comes from
other Welsh manuscripts which might be associated with Hopkyn
ap Thomas or his family. The great palaeographer J. Gwenogvryn
Evans suggested[9] that the Red Book of Talgarth (Llanstephan
MS 27) was by the same hand as the Red Book of Hergest. The
Talgarth book contains a spell mentioning Rys vab Tomas, who
might possibly be a brother of Hopkyn, though he is not mentioned
in the genealogies. It contains a text of the Elucidarium, a text we
know was owned by Hopkyn ap Thomas. Our knowledge of the
patronage of Hopkyn ap Thomas has been greatly extended by
Professor B.F. Roberts’s study[10] of a newly-discovered Welsh
manuscript at the Public Library in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
This is a large mixed album containing material of a nature similar
to the material in the Red Book of Hergest, but fortunately it states
clearly that it has been made by Howel Vychan vab Howel Goch o
Vuellt (that is of the district of Builth) on the orders of his master
Hopcyn ap Thomas vab Einiawn (this is Hopkyn’s full name).
Professor Roberts reminds us that Llanstephan MS 2 (at Abery-
stwyth) containing the tale of ‘‘Ffordd y Brawd Odrig’’, is there
stated to be a translation by one Syr Dafydd Vychan of Glamorgan
on the orders and desire of his master Rys ap Thomas ab Einiawn.
This man is very likely to be Hopkyn’s brother, and possibly the
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one mentioned in the spell in the Red Book of Talgarth. J.
Gwenogvryn Evans was, furthermore, of the opinion that Peniarth
MS 32 (at Aberystwyth) was also in the same hand as that of the
Red Book of Hergest. Professor G.J. Williams considered that this
was true of the hand of the Latin chronicle in the British Museum
Cotton MS Titus D xxii, and he even suggested that this might
answer to the description of ‘‘Annales’’, and might even be the
Ynyales mentioned by Dafydd y Coed in his catalogue of Hopkyn’s
manuscripts. The late Professor Thomas Jones made the
suggestion to Professor B.F. Roberts that Peniarth MS 11 (at Aber-
ystwyth) was also in the same hand as the Red Book of Hergest.
This is highly significant, because Peniarth MS 11 contains the
earliest known text in Welsh of the fable of the Holy Grail (Seint
Greal), and again this was noted by Dafydd y Coed as a manuscript
definitely owned by Hopkyn ap Thomas.

Professor G.J. Williams wondered whether all these books had
not been copied at Margam Abbey, and whether the bard Lewis
Glyn Cothi had not somehow taken them away from Margam after
he had been there on one of his manuscript-copying trips[11]. He
felt that this might explain why the Red Book of Hergest had
reached Hergest, for we know that Lewis Glyn Cothi worked in
both places. This hypothesis should be borne in mind when con-
sidering the recent article by Mrs Nesta Lloyd and Dr F.G.
Cowley[12] about an ancient Welsh engl/yn which appears in the
Red Book and also in an early Margam charter. They show that
Edward Lhuyd borrowed two hundred and five old Margam
charters from Sir Thomas Mansel, some of which found their way,
as aresult of Lhuyd’s will, into the Harleian manuscripts. The early
englyn existed in some manuscript at Margam in the thirteenth
century, and then was copied into the Red Book of Hergest,
possibly at Margam.

So far we have seen that there is a good deal of indirect
evidence to suggest that the Red Book of Hergest was made at the
behest of Hopkyn ap Thomas in the late fourteenth century, and
that scholars consider that the hand which wrote the bulk of the
Red Book is very similar to that of other manuscripts which can be
more confidently associated with Hopkyn or his family, or with the
collection he had formed, according to the awd! of Dafydd y Coed.
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Yet by the sixteenth century the Red Book had been long enough at
Hergest to take its name permanently from Hergest, and one must
ask the most puzzling question of all, how did the Red Book get
from Glamorgan to Hergest, and what possible connexion could
there be between Hopkyn ap Thomas and the Vaughans of
Hergest? '

One small difficulty should be cleared up straight away, that
there is no Hopkyn ap Thomas, let alone Hopkyn ap Thomas ab
Einiawn in the genealogy of Ynysdawy. This Ynysdawy was an old
house near the modern village of Ynystawe near Swansea. There is
a memorial to Hopkyn ap Thomas at Ynystawe Park on the river
bank not far from the site of Plas Ynystawe (earlier Ynysdawy).
To make confusion worse confounded, Iolo Morganwg in the early
nineteenth century became very deeply interested in Hopkyn ap
Thomas, and with his great perspicacity even associated him with
the native tales of The Mabinogion, and attributed all sorts of
legends and stories to him (published after his death in the lolo
MSS in 1848) and connected him without much justification to
other Hopkins families in Glamorgan. This confounded
confusion may be seen in Lemuel James’s Hopkiniaid
Morganwg[13]. Before the real Hopkyn ap Thomas stands up, one
must look briefly at the family of Ynysdawy itself: they appear
under the name of Hopkins and Popkin in all the well-known
genealogical collections. They descend from Iago ab Idwal, whose
great-grandson Sir Madog ap Rhys may well be commemorated by
the farm (and modern housing estate) of Wern Fadog near
Ynystawe. Madog’s son, Griffith Gethin, who appears in docu-
ments of around 1330, married the daughter of Sir Thomas de
Aven, and Griffith’s son is the first Hopkyn of the line. Following
him came a succession of David, Hopkin, David, Hopkin, David,
John (who lived from the 1580s to the 1620s), Hopkin, David and
Hopkin (who lived in the 1670s), a succession of squires, with cadet
branches such as the Popkins of Fforest nearer Swansea, who seem
to have had modest but unbroken prosperity through the centuries
and played an important part in the early industrialisation of
Swansea[14]. Hopkyn ap Thomas ab Einiawn does not appear in
the Ynysdawy (Ynystawe) line at all, not even in the cadet
branches.
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From where did the real Hopkyn ap Thomas come? We need
not look far away. The poets referred to his ‘‘limestone court by
the Tawe’’, and this was about a half a mile down stream from
Ynysdawy at Ynysforgan. The site is now occupied by a tiny farm
of that name in the shadow of the vast embankment of the M4, its
entrance lane leading off the large roundabout by which traffic
from Swansea approaches the motorway. The line of Ynysforgan is
quite separate from that of Ynysdawy, and is well attested in the
genealogical collections[15]. It begins in the district with one
Griffith ap Cadifor or Gruffudd Gwyr, who married a daughter of
Sir Elidir Ddu. Gruffudd’s great grandson was Hywel Ychan,
whose son Gwilym Gam was the ancestor of Hywel Melyn, whose
family was long resident at Ynysdderw near Pontardawe. Gwilym
Gam’s younger son was Einion (or Einiawn) Gethin, recorded as of
Llwyn Adam (now a farm near Pontarddulais). Einion married
Tanglwst daughter of Ifan ap Gwalhafed Fychan, and she is
possibly the Tanglwst commemorated in Ynys Tanglwst (locally
pronounced Ynystanglwns) the farm on the eastern bank of the
Tawe opposite Ynystawe. This couple, Einion and Tanglwst, had a
son Thomas and a grandson Hopkyn. Thomas flourished around
1330 in Kilvey where he owned lands neighbouring those of Sir
Robert de Penrice (whose ultimate heirs were the Mansels)[16], and
Hopkyn ap Thomas seems to have flourished from about 1330 to
about 1408. In 1408 his elder son Thomas ap Hopkyn inherited
some lands, but there seems no record of his having descendants.
There was a second son, Rhys ap Hopkyn, and a daughter
Tanglwst, and she married into the family of the bardic patron
Llywelyn ap Cynwrig, and lived at Rhydlafar near Radyr[17]. The
lands which Thomas ap Hopkyn obtained in 1408 were at the
‘““Vayrdreve’’[18] which is probably somewhere near the modern
Fardre near Clydach, an area where the family held land for many
generations to come. Rhys ap Hopkyn had a son called Hopkyn
who owned lands in Llangyfelach in 1432, and he married a
daughter of Gwilym ap Rhys ap Siancyn of Glyn Nedd, another
family of bardic patrons of great importance. This Hopkyn ap
Rhys ap Hopkyn is mentioned in a list of ‘‘Old Houses’’ in Llan-
gyfelach by an antiquary supposed to be Rice Merrick in Peniarth
MS 120, associated with the house of Ynysforgan, and it is possible
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that it was he who built the house which survived there into the
seventeenth century. Hopkyn ap Rhys ap Hopkyn played a formid-
able part in the 1460s in the Wars of the Roses taking part with
Philip Mansel in the Battle of Mortimer’s Cross in 1461, and
eventually losing his life. To this Hopkyn we must later return in
our story.

Hopkyn ap Rhys ap Hopkyn had one son Thomas, and he is
described as of Ynysforgan, and also of Swansea and of Neath
Abbey. Maybe he farmed one of the abbey granges for the monks,
since it had by the fifteenth century become the custom for laymen
to tenant the monastic farms. This Thomas had two sons, Hopkyn
Hopkyn the elder, and William Hopkyn Wyn the younger. William
was bailiff and rent collector of Neath Abbey in 1539-41, and
leased the two granges of Cwrt y Bettws and Cwrt Ettbwrn from
Francis Williams (or Cromwell) in 1566[19]. William’s son Thomas
married the sister of Leyson the last abbot of Neath, lived at Cwrt y
Bettws (near modern Skewen), and was the ancestor of many
Hopkins families around Neath. The elder son, Hopkyn Hopkyn
lived somewhere around Neath Abbey, possibly at Cwrt
Ettbwrn (the grange, it is assumed, which was renamed Cwrt
Herbert by the Herbert family who bought it from the Williams-
Cromwell family around 1600). More is known of Hopkyn’s son
David Hopkins, who appears as a major landowner in Cadoxton in
Queen Elizabeth’s reign[20] and who married in 1551 Elizabeth
Mansel, daughter of Philip Mansel of Ilston in Gower, head of a
cadet branch of the Mansels. The Glamorgan bard Dafydd Benwyn
recorded the death of this David Hopkins in a long elegy in Jesus
College MS 13, and his interesting and informative will was made
at Cadoxton in 1580[21]. In the will he left money to help build a
bridge in the future over the river Tawe between Ynyspenllwch and
the Fforest (which would, of course, connect his lands in Cadoxton
with those in Llangyfelach), he left his lands and leases to his wife
Elizabeth, the lease of the demesnes of the monastery of Neath to
his daughter Catherine, and one third of the increase of his rents
was to help maintain a free school in Swansea, and a half of the
increase would go to preachers of God’s word. He willed learned
preachers in Llangyfelach, Swansea, Neath and Cadoxton, with
four sermons at each of those places but six sermons at Llangy-
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felach in ““our mother tongue”’’. If his daughter Catherine were to
die, then the lands and leases were to go to Sir Edward Mansel and
his heirs. In the will he mentions a farm at Keven Park and lands
running from Penllyn to Keven Park with fifteen hundred sheep
and a hundred ‘‘kyne’’. This presumably refers to Craig Cefn Parc
near Fardre and Clydach, and to the high moorland running
between Pen Clun and Craig Cefn Parc.

David’s daughter Catherine survived to become the wife of
William, son of Leyson Price of Briton Ferry, and it is possible that
she moved to the new house built by her father in law at Briton
Ferry, while her Hopkins cousins remained at Cadoxton, Thomas
Hopkins being one of the main landowners there in the survey of
1602[22]. Leyson and William Price were major Glamorgan gentry
and MPs on various occasions. William Price was a great friend of
the Glamorgan poets or cwndidwyr. All his property was left to his
daughter Jane Price who married Arthur Mansel, third son of Sir
Edward Mansel of Margam, and their heir was the celebrated Bussy
Mansel of Briton Ferry, the Cromwellian commander in the Civil
War and “‘political survivalist’’. Bussy Mansel was without doubt
the heir of the ancient properties of the Hopkyn ap Thomas
line[23]. The Cromwellian survey of Gower in 1650 shows that
Bussy had a house in Swansea; he had nine or ten tenements in
Llangyfelach Parcel Clase, some near the village of Llangyfelach
and Ynysforgan itself (now tenanted out, its manorial rent being
1s 6d); he had ten tenements in Llangyfelach Parcel Mawr, stretch-
ing up from the Tawe across the hills as far as and including Blaen-
yrolchfa; and in Llangyfelach Parcel Rhyndwyglydach (where
Thomas ap Hopkyn had lands in 1408) he had ten tenements
stretching up the Lower Clydach valley as far as Gwaun yr Eyrith
(Gwaun yr Eurych, by the late eighteenth century known as Tyn-
waun) and the Clydach Mill next to it. After Bussy’s time these
properties all passed to his distant heir G.V. Vernon and to the
Earls of Jersey. The point of all these details of the devolution of
the properties from the fourteenth to the eighteenth centuries is to
show that Hopkyn ap Thomas’s estate was totally separate from
that of the Hopkins or Popkins estate of Ynysdawy. Although his
lands were very closely interspersed with them, it is notable that the
two families of Ynysforgan and Ynysdawy never at any point inter-
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married. We have already mentioned the antiquary of Peniarth MS
120, assumed to be Rice Merrick. He refers (around the year 1587)
to ‘‘ye two ancient houses of ye hopkins: viz: YnisDawy and Ynis-
forgan’’[24], and this reference may have misled later antiquaries,
because the later section of the same manuscript, which lists the
two families in all their details as separate lines, has never been
printed. Why it is important to make a clear distinction between the
lines of Ynysdawy and Ynysforgan will become clear in the next
stage of the inquiry.

Can any connexion be found between Hopkyn ap Thomas of
Ynysforgan and Hergest Court? As early as 1337 Thomas ab
Einion, Hopkyn’s father, had lands which adjoined those of Sir
Robert de Penrice in the lordship of Kilvey, which lies between
Swansea and Neath. By the fifteenth century the Penrice heiress of
Penrice Castle in Gower had married into the neighbouring Mansel
family. By the middle years of the fifteenth century, during the
Wars of the Roses, Hopkyn ap Rhys ap Hopkyn was a client or ally
of Philip Mansel of Oxwich and Penrice, and both were clients of
the Lancastrian side which was led by Jasper Tudor. Both Mansel
and Hopkyn ap Rhys ap Hopkyn fought at the Battle of
Mortimer’s Cross in 1461 on the side of King Henry VI, and were
said, wrongly, by William of Worcester to have been captured and
decapitated there[25]. They escaped and lived to fight another day,
but in the meantime the Lancastrian side had lost in Gower, and
this led to a Yorkist take-over of the lordship. In 1462 the Herberts
of Raglan obtained the lordship from the new king Edward IV, and
they and their kinsmen rose to power all over the place, and their
kinsmen included the Vaughans of Breconshire. In 1464 there was
further trouble in Wales against Edward IV, and Jasper Tudor
hoped for a widespread rebellion, and he relied for support in
Gower on Philip Mansel and Hopkyn ap Rhys ap Hopkyn, among
others. This counter-coup against Edward IV was a failure, and the
rebels were attainted, their lands and possessions all forfeited[26].

King Edward IV granted the forfeited possessions of Mansel
and Hopkyn ap Rhys ap Hopkyn to Sir Roger Vaughan of Tre-
tower, that is, the manors of Philip Mansel in Gower such as
Oxwich, and the possessions of Hopkyn which comprised forty
messuages, two hundred acres of land, two hundred acres of
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pastures, and two hundred acres of heath, which lay in the parish
of Llangyfelach and the lordship of Gower, Kilvey and Swansea.
The triumph of the Vaughans in Gower was confirmed by an act of
Parliament in 1467-68[27]. The Vaughans and their clients and
allies took over the administration of the area. In a Neath Abbey
charter of 1468, for example, the witnesses include Sir Roger
Vaughan while the coroner is Thomas ap Roger Vaughan. This Sir
Roger was killed in 1471 by Jasper Tudor during a short-lived
political reversal of fortunes for the Yorkists, but the Yorkist hold
was fundamentally unbroken until 1485. On June 5th 1483, Jenkyn
Bourage was admitted as tenant of Scurlage Castle (before 1465 a
Mansel manor) at a court held at Oxwich in the name of Thomas ap
Roger Vaughan, and held before Morgan Mauncell and Thomas
Thomkyn, the deputies of the seneschal of the lordship, Richard
Logher[28]. This Richard Logher was Richard ap Grono, of Cwrt y
Carnau grange near Loughor, and he married Margaret Vaughan
one of the many children of Watkyn (or Walter) Vaughan of Bred-
wardine, Sir Roger Vaughan’s brother. Richard Logher is regarded
as the founder of the Lougher families in Glamorgan[29]. A
number of other Glamorgan men married into the Vaughan clan in
this period, and Logher or Lougher was clearly a client or ally, who
is found after 1485 at another grange, that of Sker near modern
Porthcawl.

Like the Herberts, the Vaughans were clever opportunists.
Although they were allies of the Duke of Buckingham in the early
1480s, Buckingham’s tremendous rise to power came to threaten
their own power in Brecon and Gower, and the Vaughans turned
against him in 1483, and then, when Henry Tudor defeated Richard
III in 1485, they did nothing to resist the new régime[30], and did
nothing to resist the return of Lancastrians to power and influence.
Nothing seems to be recorded of the return to the heirs of Hopkyn
ap Rhys of his forfeited possessions, though, from what we have
said of the devolution of the properties above, most of them must
have returned fairly soon to them. Jenkyn Mansel, Philip’s heir,
returned to the forfeited lands in Oxwich by 1486, for his heir, later
Sir Rice Mansel, was born at Oxwich in the second year of Henry
VII’s reign[31]. Sir Mathew Cradock, who had married Edith,
Jenkyn Mansel’s sister, paid one hundred marks to Watkyn
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Vaughan of Tretower as a result of which Vaughan released any
right he had to certain manors in Gower. This is known from a
much later deed (of 1520) in which Sir Rice Mansel thanks Cradock
for his help in this matter[32]. By quiet and careful ‘‘back-
pedalling’’ of this kind, the Vaughans, like their Herbert cousins,
retained much of their power in the Tudor period.

It was the Vaughans then who controlled the possessions of the
Mansels and Hopkyn ap Rhys from 1465 to 1485. Sir Roger
Vaughan of Tretower was the head of the elder branch of the
family, while Thomas Vaughan headed the younger branch at
Hergest. Sir Roger of Tretower’s son, Sir Thomas, had three sons
(to whom Lewis Glyn Cothi wrote the awd! inserted in the Red
Book of Hergest), Roger, Watkyn and Harry. Besides this Sir
Thomas, Sir Roger had another son, yet another Roger, who
founded a distinguished line at Porthaml near Talgarth, to which
we shall again return in our argument. The Vaughans of Hergest,
although a younger line, made Hergest into a considerable centre of
bardic patronage up to the middle decades of the sixteenth century.
All the Vaughan branches were closely allied and they all
patronised poets such as Lewis Glyn Cothi[33]. As a point of
interest one should add that although the Vaughans had gracefully
retired from Gower in 1485, they still maintained some connexions.
The Harry Vaughan of Tretower we have mentioned above had a
daughter Wenllian who married George ap Richard of Ynysmudw
(near Pontardawe) a family of Tawe gentry closely allied to the
Herberts. A little later, in the middle of the sixteenth century,
Margaret daughter of Thomas Vaughan of Tretower married John
ap David ap Hopkyn of Ynysdawy[34].

The purpose of following the detailed connexion of the
Vaughans with Gower should now be clear. It looks like a distinct
possibility that the Red Book of Hergest was part of the possess-
ions of Hopkyn ap Rhys ap Hopkyn seized by the Vaughans of Tre-
tower when Hopkyn was attainted and his possessions forfeited in
1465. But it looks as if the Red Book remained with the Vaughans
at Tretower or their cousins of Hergest, and did not return with the
lands to their former owners in the political reversals of 1485.
Maybe some royal official carried out a thorough inquisition of the
forfeited possessions of Mansel and Hopkyn ap Rhys in 1465, and
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there may exist somewhere in the Public Record Office a list with
an inventory of possessions, but the inquisitions after 1422 have
not been calendared[35]. This theory at best can only be seen as a
reasoned hypothesis, not a proof, about the way in which the Red
Book left Ynysforgan in 1465 and did not return in 1485. One
suggests that the Red Book went first to Tretower, rather than to
Hergest because Lewis Glyn Cothi’s awd! in the Red Book is to the
Vaughans at Tretower. But the Hergest branch may have gained
possession of the Red Book because they maintained an interest in
bardism and Welsh letters longer than the branch at Tretower. It
also looks like a distinct possibility that all Hopkyn ap Rhys’s
manuscripts were taken by the Vaughans and that gradually they
found their way into the hancs of different descendants.

One must consider at this point the possible history of the Red
Book of Talgarth, Llanstephan MS 2, which is even more obscure
than that of the Red Book of Hergest. It was given by one John
Powell of Talgarth in 1719 to the great scholar Moses Williams,
and after the year 1719 its history is straightforward. One assumes
from its name that it had been for some time in or around Talgarth.
We have already mentioned that the younger Roger Vaughan of
Tretower founded the line of Vaughan of Porthaml near Talgarth
and they may have owned the book. His grandson Sir William
Vaughan of Porthaml had a sister Sybil who married Thomas
Powell of Castell Madoc in Breconshire. Hugh Powell, the grand-
child of Thomas Powell and Sybil Vaughan, signed his name on the
fly-leaf of Peniarth MS 11, which, as we mentioned early on, is the
early copy of the Holy Grail legend, a manuscript of which was
known to have been owned by Hopkyn ap Thomas, and Peniarth
MS 11 in particular was supposed by Professor Thomas Jones to
have been in the same hand as the Red Book of Hergest. It is thus
possible that the Red Book of Talgarth and Peniarth MS 11, both
manuscripts in the same hand as that of the Red Book of Hergest,
found their way not to Hergest but to the nearby house of
Porthaml near Talgarth[36]. Too little is known of the devolution
of the other manuscripts, such as the Welsh MS of the Public
Library at Philadelphia, to be able to say whether all Hopkyn ap
Thomas’s manuscripts were gradually distributed through various
Vaughan descendants or not.
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The final episode in the story of the Red Book of Hergest is the
most problematical of all. How did the Red Book return to
Glamorgan by the early seventeenth century? It is clear that it did
not go back to the Hopkins family in 1485. There is no proof that
any of the manuscripts we have mentioned ever did. But there is a
slender possibility that the Red Book was eventually returned to its
original owners during Elizabeth’s reign and that they gave it as a
present to the Mansels of Margam, because the will of David
Hopkins in 1580 makes it clear that he was a lesser gentry ally of Sir
Edward Mansel. Sir Edward Mansel himself could have had the
book even more directly as a present, however, for he was married
to Lady Jane Somerset, and her sister Lady Eleanor Somerset was
married to Sir Roger Vaughan of Porthaml. The daughter of David
Hopkins, Catherine, whom we have met before, married William
Price of Briton Ferry. Price’s grandmother was Catherine
Vaughan, yet another daughter of Sir William Vaughan of
Porthaml, and if the Red Book passed by inheritance, it could
again have reached Briton Ferry from Porthaml and been given as a
present to the Mansels in return for some unrecorded favour.

The Red Book of Hergest had certainly returned by the early
seventeenth century, for it was in the possession of Sir Edward
Mansel’s son, Sir Thomas Mansel who died in 1631. One further
genealogical byway must be tried, in order to explain the return of
the Red Book. William Salesbury, it will be recalled, stated in 1565-
8 that he had seen the Red Book at Ludlow with Sir Henry Sidney,
and that it was borrowed by Siancyn Gwyn of Llanidloes. Siancyn
or John Gwyn was married to Joyce Gamage of Coyty in
Glamorgan, whose niece, the well-known Barbara Gamage,
daughter and heiress of John Gamage of Coyty, had been given in
marriage to Robert Sidney, later Earl of Leicester — Sir Henry
Sidney’s son. Catherine Sidney their daughter married, late in the
sixteenth century, Sir Lewis Mansel of Margam, son of Sir
Thomas, and who died in 1638. Sir Lewis is known to have
possessed the Red Book, and it is, on the face of things, the
strongest possibility, that Catherine Sidney brought the Red Book
with her when she first came as a young bride to Margam, which
would be during the lifetime of her father-in-law Sir Thomas
Mansel, a man who, we know, possessed the Red Book. She is the
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only link which can be found between the possession of the Red
Book in the 1560s and its possession in the early seventeenth
century. Sir Henry Sidney was her grandfather, Siancyn Gwyn of
Llanidloes her great-uncle, Sir Thomas Mansel her father-in-law,
and Sir Lewis Mansel her husband. This link is a far more reason-
able hypothesis than the connexions of Sir Edward Mansel with the
Vaughans of Porthaml.

One must finally turn to the fate of the Red Book in the 1690s,
immediately before it found its way to Jesus College, Oxford. Pro-
fessor G.J. Williams thought that the Red Book had left Margam
before the 1690s because Lhuyd is assumed to have been copying it
at the rectory in Saint Mary Churck[37]. Thomas Wilkins the elder
told Edward Lhuyd in a letter in 1697, through an intermediary
called Watkins, that the manuscript being copied (one assumes it is
the Red Book) could be left, when finished with, at Saint Mary
Church or deposited with a Mr Lewis at Margam. Assuming again
that the Red Book is the manuscript Lhuyd had in mind when he
says that the manuscript might be had for twenty shillings if Mr
Wilkins were prepared to return it to its rightful owner, this surely
is evidence that the Red Book was on long loan from Margam to
Thomas Wilkins. Sir Edward Mansel (1637-1706) was in this period
the patron of the living of Saint Mary Church. It is possible that at
the elder Wilkins’s death the younger Wilkins, in 1699 or there-
abouts, actually bought the Red Book from the Mansels, and was
thus free to give it to Jesus College in 1701. The younger Wilkins
was not a little annoyed that Edward Lhuyd again borrowed the
Red Book and that it was found amongst Lhuyd’s private papers
when he died. Lhuyd’s papers began a period of tragic wanderings
thereafter, but fortunately the Red Book of Hergest (or, as I would
suggest it should more correctly be known, the Red Book of Ynys-
forgan) came back to Jesus College Library safe and sound[38].

The Author: Dr Prys Morgan, though his family roots are at the Ynystawe and
Ynysforgan of his article, was brought up at Radyr and he was educated there and at
Oxford. He has taught early modern British and European history at University
College, Swansea, for many years, but his published work is mainly on Welsh
history, such as his recent short biography of Iolo Morganwg. For many years the
deputy editor of the Welsh monthly Barn, he has recently become the editor of the
Cymmrodorion Transactions.
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APPENDIX I

SIMPLIFIED DESCENT OF YNYSFORGAN

Einion Gethin
md Tanglwst

Thomas

l’

Hopkyn ap Thomas Rhys ap Thomas
ab Einion ab Einion
l |
Thomas ap Hopkyn Rhys ap Hopkyn

Hopkyn ap Rhys
md dau. of Gwilym ap Rhys
ap Siancyn

|

Thomas Hopkins
of Ynysforgan and Neath Abbey
I

|
Hopkyn Thomas
Hopkins

David Hopkins
of Cadoxton
md dau. of Philip
Mansel of Ilston

Catherine
md William Price
of Briton Ferry

I

Jane
md Bussy Mansel

|
William Hopkyn Wyn

Thomas Hopkyn Wyn

Hopkins families
of Neath, etc.
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