This assignment looks at the personal and political aspects of the EU referendum campaigns of two political parties; UKIP and The Conservative Party. On the 23th June 2016 a referendum took place to decide whether the UK should leave or remain in the European Union (REF). Leave won by 51.9% to 48.1% with a referendum turnout of 71.8% and more than 30 million people voting (REF). ‘Leave’ in this context means the campaign to leave the European Union (BBC News). The London- centred MPs mainly supported remain however they failed to notice that many of their supporters outside London were against remaining in the European Union. (The Times Newspaper)  
The Oxford dictionary defines a referendum as ‘a general vote by the electorate on a single political question which has been referred to them for a direct decision’. (Oxford Dictionary) It may be that the most compelling argument in favour of referendums improving democracy is the very fact they allow the electorate to articulate their opinion on important questions such as ‘should the UK leave the EU’. 
As one of the oldest political parties in the UK, the conservative’s 2015 election manifesto included a pledge to have a referendum on Britain’s membership with the European Union (Conservative Manifesto, 2015). The prime minister at the time David Cameron said he wanted to “negotiate” the UK’s relationship with the European Union and then give voters the “simple choice” of whether to stay in under the new terms or leave- news which was welcomed by euro sceptics who had long campaigned for a vote (UK Politics, 2013; Home Office, year). During Prime Ministers questions in Parliament at this time, the then labour leader Ed Miliband alleged the prime minister was “running scared” of UKIP (UK Independence Party) whose poll ratings had been on the rise with nearly 4 million votes going to them putting the centre-right Conservative party- (one of the world’s oldest and successful political formations) under immense pressure. (Ford, Goodwin and Cutts, 2012; Lynch, Whitaker and Loomes, 2012). Stating that Mr. Cameron was “going to put Britain through years of uncertainty, and take a huge gamble with the economy”, Mr. Miliband also stated that he was opposed to holding an remain/leave referendum. (Chorley, 2013). 
With the remain/leave referendum starting on 15th April 2016, each party was allocated a sum of money which depended upon their share of the vote in the last general election. This meant that the Conservatives were given £7 million pounds to fund their campaign while UKIP received £4 million. Usually the campaign with the larger budget has got more influence because they can afford more publicity and can afford the best spin doctors to promote their cause.  In attracting this different level of financial and mass media support it could be argued that the campaigns were unequally represented (The Times Newspaper). It can also be noted that media can also be influential in simplifying more complex issues and in doing so convince voters with misleading information. One of the criticisms of the ‘remain’ ‘leave’ campaign centred on whether voters understood the question and that this was ‘too simplistic’ and reductionist. Since the referendum many have said that they needed more information to make such a big decision. (Mainstream media). The BBC and most newspapers campaigned for remain, the Daily Mail supported the Leave campaign.  With the campaign hitting the streets both sides of the debate tried to win over voters with their referendum campaigns (BBC News). 

The Conservatives
The Conservative Party Split over Brexit
Abraham Lincoln once said that “a house divided against itself cannot stand”. 
With politicians so divided over Britain’s future in the European Union, Members of Parliament were given permission to ignore the collective responsibility which required them to support government policy. With this in place MPs were free to choose sides in the referendum debate with many including the Mayor of London endorsing the Leave Campaign. Other MP’s chose to side with the Prime Minister and the Chancellor backing the Remain campaign. The exact figures showed that the position of Tory MPs on Brexit as the number of MPs who wished to Remain at 52%, those who wished to leave at 38% and those undeclared at 10%. (Daily Mail) 
With support from the USA, important figures from the Conservative Party, the Labour Party and the former leader of the Green Party, David Cameron stated that Britain staying in the EU would make the country stronger. There was a cross party group lead by Marks and Spencer former boss Lord Rose whose main aim for the ‘Remain’ campaign was ‘Britain Stronger in Europe’.  (Daily Mail) 
Launching the official ‘Conservatives in Europe for Britain’ campaign, flanked by ministers, activists and MPs David Cameron cajoled them to campaign and make the case to stay in the European Union “with as much force as they can, as this matters so much for the cause of the country” (Slack and Groves, 2016). 
 The Britain Stronger in Europe campaign played a significant role in moulding the referendum debate taking on the arguments of its rival UKIP in their vote to leave the EU. Focusing mainly on the economic benefits of remaining in the European Union and enhanced global authority that its membership brings for Britain.  The campaign emphasised the uncertainty that may be caused if voters chose to leave. David Cameron stated that he did not want the voters to be in any doubt about what the government thought and sent out the controversial 27 million pro-remain leaflets costing the tax payer £9.3 million. He also acknowledged that six of his cabinet ministers had taken a different view but still wanted to state that the government had a very clear view in its position of remaining in the European Union. 
Cameron’s proposed reforms if the UK voted to remain in the European Union included putting pressure on Brussels to make a statement ensuring that Britain would be kept out of any move towards a powerful European super state and, require exemption from the EU’s original principle of an “ever closer union” ( Great Britain. Government Speeches, 2015).  He also stated that the Euro should not be the only currency of the EU making it clear that he thought Europe should be a multi-currency union protecting the British pound as a valid currency that will remain to exist. Other plans included a system to bring back power and authority from Brussels to the UK which would allow groups of national parliaments to put a stop to unwanted instructions getting handed down, and to remove existing EU laws alongside reconstructing the EU to ensure that the nine countries who are not in the Eurozone getting over-powered by the 19 members that are. The financial power of the City of London would also remain. (BBC News).  
More proposals would include;
· Tackling freedom of movement and placing a four year ban on migrants claiming benefits
· Ending child benefit payments to migrants’ inhabitants
· An end to free movement of new EU states unless their economies are developed
· Cut red tape and sign major new trade deals with US and Asia 
· Extensive treaty change
Fighting hard to convince people to remain in the European Union and with time running low ahead of the referendum, David Cameron’s Remain Campaign became agitated when two polls for The Guardian (ICM vote and internet survey) both put Leave on 53% and Remain on 47%. Conservative Minister and Mayor of London, Boris Johnson who had decided to leave the EU in a major blow to the Prime Minister, accused David Cameron of ‘panicking’ and ‘lashing out’ with a tirade of personal abuse at him. Labour branded his decision to back the Leave campaign as a direct play for the Tory Leadership stating that they believed the referendum was more about the Boris Johnson’s positioning within the Conservative party. (The Times) 
Along with Michael Gove,  and four other cabinet ministers,  Boris Johnson explained that his decision was based on the growing supremacy of the European Union over British Law and stated; ‘Sovereignty: this is not something that is possessed by politicians. Sovereignty is people’s ability to control their lives and make sure the people they elect can pass laws which matter to them’.  Advocating ‘vote leave’ because he wanted a better deal for the people of Britain to save them money and take back control Mr. Johnson had said that he had agonised over the decision and it had given him a ‘huge amount of heartache’ to run against David Cameron and the Government. (Martin and Slack, 2016)
In a full statement given to the media Johnson and Gove stated that;
“The real risk for Britain in this referendum would be voting to remain in the European Union with a broken single currency and rogue European Court. The safer choice is voting to leave, so we can take back control of our money, boarders, security, trade and taxes. If we needed a reminder of just how risky it is to remain in the EU, the European Court has today issued extraordinary judgements that undermine our ability to deal effectively with asylum. We think that the public deserve the chance to hear the issues debated face-to-face between the Prime Minister and a spokesman for Vote Leave so they may judge for themselves which is the safer choice on June 23rd. The Prime Minister was right to hold this vote and allow Ministers the chance to disagree with him. We hope that in the same spirit he will accept this invitation.” (Wilkinson, 2016) 
Delighted at the Conservative divide UKIP leader Nigel Farage took to social networking sites to express his support for the London Mayor stating he would ‘throw his whole weight’ behind the Leave campaign. 
The rise and rise of UKIP
The UK Independence party had one key policy and objective- to leave the European Union. A simple message for voters to understand, which has possibly led to the party gaining more support over recent years.  It has spent much effort on expanding its appeal to the public and letting them know how leaving the European Union would be the answer to many issues that Britain faced, primarily immigration control. 
Rejecting the idea that the party is against any ‘foreigners’, stating that it is in favour of a sensible and managed migration policy, Farage argued this would not be a possibility while Britain remained in the European Union. The party added that leaving the EU would be the one and only way of having control over migration between the UK and Europe and said it would boost the UK’s border force to identify and act upon illegal immigration. UKIP proposed that they would change the law so that individuals travelling without identifying documents could be sent back to the country from which they had travelled. (Daily Mail)
Having built a reputation for its clear cut messages to the voters UKIP had gained much support as a result, a key fact identified by Professor Matthew Goodwin of Nottingham University who penned a book about UKIP’s rise- the party has also been keen to distance itself from the far right and ban BNP members from joining. Backing the Grassroots Out in its designation as the official Leave campaign for the EU referendum and having secured and joined forces with millionaire party donor Aaron Banks who was behind The Know Campaign, UKIP’s relaunched campaign became “Leave. EU”. (The Independent) 
Nigel Farage believing that events in Greece and Hungary had upheld his previous predications of a mass migration to the EU wanted the control of borders back. He believed that Islamic State may use the mass migration to smuggle in terrorists and put the UK at risk. Farage was keen throughout his EU referendum campaign to let voters know that UKIP was not his priority and that getting Britain’s “freedom and independence” back mattered more. As a leader his priority was to fight the national referendum and win. Other key UKIP objectives for Britain to leave the EU included the freedom for the UK to make stronger trade deals with other nations, the freedom to spend UK resources outside the EU, to take back control of national borders, to restore Britain’s legal system, to deregulate some of the EU’s complex and expensive laws, the freedom to make savings for consumers, improve British economy and generate more jobs, the freedom to regenerate British fisheries, to save the NHS from EU threats to undermine it and the freedom to bring back much wanted British customs and traditions. (UKIP Manifesto)
The EU referendum debate appeared to be focused far too much on personalities and party spats and not focused on the real issues that will affected voters and the country. It may be that Nigel Farage’s nonconformist style, his ability to ‘act like one of us’, his charming frankness and ability to be a likeable guy has gave him an appeal to the voters, like Boris Johnson, who described the UKIP leader as “a rather engaging geezer”. (The Express Newspaper) 
The main political parties failed to ask the people outside the Home Counties what they thought and failed to influence certain groups. The working class in the North, Wales and Scotland believed that the immigrants were undercutting ‘their’ wages by accepting lower paid rates for jobs. The farmers had felt they were disadvantaged by petty rules and regulations imposed by the EU legislation who favoured the small family business type farms and the fishermen felt they had got a bad deal from the EU which imposed quotas and allowed foreign boats to “steal their fish”. There was also a significant amount of middle class voters who had fought against Germany in two world wars and didn’t want a Federal Europe ruled over by a group of bureaucrats based in the EU’s headquarters. (The Times Newspaper)
[bookmark: _GoBack]The whole world was surprised at referendum result. However it became apparent that the public did not know what they had voted for when trending at the top of Google after the Leave campaign’s victory the question most voters wanted to know was; ‘What is the EU’? 
Waking up to the news that the stock market had plunged and the pound’s value had dropped voters were left feeling shocked with analysts predicting that things would get worse before they improved. (The Telegraph) 
The Common’s Treasury Committee stated that the ‘core’ of vote Leave’s campaign was misleading in saying it would deliver £350 million week back to the UK. The report also stated that the Remain campaign had also misled voters in stating that families would be £4300 worse off per year if Britain was to leave the EU. The report added that the treasury analysis was likely to be misconstrued by voters and had confused them. Committee chairman and Tory MP Andrew Tyrie stated that the “far most serious” offence was the vote Leave’s campaign which suggested that Britain’s £350 million pound a week membership could be better spent on the NHS and he called on them to repaint their bus which carried the slogan ‘We send the EU £350 Million a week – let’s fund our NHS instead’. (Wright, 2016). He added “That is simply untrue, highly misleading and deeply troubling that they have persisted with this claim”. 
Other misleading quotes by the Leave campaign included;

1) Boris Johnson stating that EU membership would make food bills rise by £400 per year due to the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) but failing to explain how the farming sector would be supported after Brexit.
2) Farming Minister George Eustice saying farmers would receive “as much support- if not more in the event of Brexit which questioned the many purposes to which budget savings from Brexit have been allocated.
3) The Leave.EU website stating that the CAP adds about £400 to a family’s living costs every year, which the committee said “was based on out of date research”.
4) Suggestions were also made that the money that would be saved on Brexit are based only on assumptions that the Government would remove all tariffs on agricultural goods leaving the EU; and in addition it would not replace any of the allowances and price support currently assigned to farmers. 
The misleading claims from the Remain campaign were that;
1) Lord Rose stated from the Stronger In campaign that households would benefit by £3000 by EU membership, a misleading statement as it does not explain the alternative arrangements under which the benefits may be lost
2) If we left the EU the cost of imports may rise by 11 billion pounds leaving families out of pocket as prices rise. 
3) The committee also stated that the figures suggested relied on the assumption Britain would fail to reach any trade agreement with the EU and would keep the same tariff regime currently set by the EU
Conclusion
While the Government did not support the Leave vote, they still had an obligation to prepare for the eventual outcome of the referendum. They failed to do this adequately and many of David Cameron’s actions in the run up to the referendum seemed to create public distrust and as a consequence he announced his resignation following Britain’s vote to leave the EU. 
The EU referendum debates were a messy affair characterised by exaggeration, distortion and bias and each campaign has had a hard time building a solid reliable case. The Leave campaign was so focused on controlling immigration it almost coerced voters into believing that Brexit was the answer to decreasing immigration levels and taking back control of UK borders. The Remain campaign made families believe they would be worse off by thousands of pounds a year. (The Express Newspaper) 
The reality of the EU referendum and Brexit was that many voters were confused, many didn’t know what the true implications were but many saw the EU as an extra layer of government which produced irrelevant and tiresome regulations, and would be a drain on the UK’s sovereignty and financial stability. The main political parties failed to get their message across to a majority of voters who were experiencing the EU’s effect on the UK’s economy, laws and way of life. 
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