Refreshing database information with AJAX

The following AJAX code will allow the user to refresh the contents of a database and order by the fields:
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1. Print database on screen:

<?

include("conninfo.php");

$query="SELECT * FROM studentlist";

$result=mysql_query($query);?>

<table border="1">

<tr>

<td><a href="javascript:getdata('id')">ID</a></td>

<td><a href="javascript:getdata('firstname')">First Name</a></td>

<td><a href="javascript:getdata('surname')">Surname</a></td>

<td><a href="javascript:getdata('telephone')">Telephone</a></td>

<td><a href="javascript:getdata('favfood')">Favfood</a></td>

<td><a href="javascript:getdata('starsign')">Starsign</a></td>

</tr>

<tr>

<?while ($r=mysql_fetch_array($result))

{

?>

<tr>

<td><?echo $r["studentid"];?></td>

<td><?echo $r["firstname"];?></td>

<td><?echo $r["surname"];?></td>

<td><?echo $r["telephone"];?></td>

<td><?echo $r["favfood"];?></td>

<td><?echo $r["starsign"];?></td>

</tr>

<?}

?>

</table>

2. This data will eventually be rewritten via AJAX, so put into a <span> tag:

<span id="dbcontent">

<?

include("conninfo.php");

$query="SELECT * FROM studentlist";

$result=mysql_query($query);?>

<table border="1">

<tr>

<td><a href="javascript:getdata('id')">ID</a></td>

<td><a href="javascript:getdata('firstname')">First Name</a></td>

<td><a href="javascript:getdata('surname')">Surname</a></td>

<td><a href="javascript:getdata('telephone')">Telephone</a></td>

<td><a href="javascript:getdata('favfood')">Favfood</a></td>

<td><a href="javascript:getdata('starsign')">Starsign</a></td>

</tr>

<tr>

<?while ($r=mysql_fetch_array($result))

{

?>

<tr>

<td><?echo $r["studentid"];?></td>

<td><?echo $r["firstname"];?></td>

<td><?echo $r["surname"];?></td>

<td><?echo $r["telephone"];?></td>

<td><?echo $r["favfood"];?></td>

<td><?echo $r["starsign"];?></td>

</tr>

<?}

?>

</table>

</span>

3. Retrieve parameter (id, firstname, surname etc) into Javascript:

<script language="JavaScript" type="text/javascript">

<!--

function getdata(getfield)

{
}

//-->

</script>
4. Send parameter to PHP page via AJAX:

<head>

<title>Untitled</title>

<script language="JavaScript" type="text/javascript">

<!--

function getdata(getfield)

{

//do the AJAX

  var xmlHttp;

  try

    {



 // Firefox, Opera 8.0+, Safari

   xmlHttp=new XMLHttpRequest();

    }

  catch (e)

    {

    // Internet Explorer

    try

      {

      xmlHttp=new ActiveXObject("Msxml2.XMLHTTP");

      }

    catch (e)

      {

      try

        {

        xmlHttp=new ActiveXObject("Microsoft.XMLHTTP");

        }

      catch (e)

        {

        alert("Your browser does not support AJAX!");

        return false;

        }

      }

    }

    xmlHttp.onreadystatechange=function()

      {

      if(xmlHttp.readyState==4)

        {





dbcontent.innerHTML=xmlHttp.responseText;//reprint text on screen

        }

      }

    var url="refreshcontent.php?field="+getfield;

    xmlHttp.open("GET",url,true);

    xmlHttp.send(null);

}

//-->

</script>

</head>

5. Select appropriate content and write content back using PHP page (refreshcontent.php)

<?

include("conninfo.php");

$field=$_GET["field"];

$query="SELECT * FROM studentlist ORDER BY '$field'";

$result=mysql_query($query);

?>
<table border="1"> 

<tr>

<td><a href="javascript:getdata('id')">ID</a></td>

<td><a href="javascript:getdata('firstname')">First Name</a></td>

<td><a href="javascript:getdata('surname')">Surname</a></td>

<td><a href="javascript:getdata('telephone')">Telephone</a></td>

<td><a href="javascript:getdata('favfood')">Favfood</a></td>

<td><a href="javascript:getdata('starsign')">Starsign</a></td>

</tr>

<?

while ($r=mysql_fetch_array($result))

{

?>

<tr>

<td><?echo $r["studentid"];?></td>

<td><?echo $r["firstname"];?></td>

<td><?echo $r["surname"];?></td>

<td><?echo $r["telephone"];?></td>

<td><?echo $r["favfood"];?></td>

<td><?echo $r["starsign"];?></td>

</tr>

<?}?>

</table>
Original state:
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In order of surname: 
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In order of favourite food:
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