Structuring a Critical Essay

Introduction – one paragraph

Tell them what you’re going to tell them
· Open the doors to your discussion

· Explain the implications of the question

· Define any key terms

· Outline how you propose to answer the question ie identify the key headings or topics within your discussion

· Keep it general

Main Body – series of paragraphs

Tell them

· Make your points in order

· Link them to form an argument

· Illustrate your ideas through using quotations/back up your points with academic sources

· Keep referring back to the question at key points

Conclusion – one paragraph

Tell them what you’ve told them

· Sum up what your discussion has proved

· Don’t be afraid to admit that some issues cannot be solved

· Make your (evidence-based) opinion clear

Writing the Essay

· Unpack the question and identify lines of enquiry

· Collect evidence from texts

· Select and order material

· Consult criticism

· First draft

· Final version

