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[bookmark: _Hlk29807202]This short essay will compare Alexander’s encounter with Talestris, Queen of the Amazonians, from Walter of Châtillon, Alexandreis 8.1-48[footnoteRef:1]; Quintus Curtius Rufus 6.5.24-32[footnoteRef:2] and Historia de preliis pp.77-9[footnoteRef:3]. I will also look at some secondary sources which disagree with the three previous named sources. [1:  Townsend, David. The "Alexandreis" of Walter of Chatillon A Twelfth-Century Epic. (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania press, 1996)]  [2:  https://www-loebclassics-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/view/quintus_curtius-history_alexander/1946/pb_LCL369.47.xml accessed 13 January 2020]  [3:  Historia de preliis pp.77-9] 

[bookmark: _Hlk29724445]Following the battle of Hyrcania, says Walter of Châtillon, three days elapse and Alexander’s army are camped when Thalestris, Queen of the Amazons approaches Alexander for an audience. Incidentally, Townsend’s translation has a dedication to Talestris, Queen of the Amazons before his introduction. Walter’s version agrees with Rufus’ earlier version from about the first century CE. However, the Historia de preliis says that Alexander instigates the meeting by writing a letter to the Amazonian Queen after his arrival at the Caspian gates. 
The description of Thalestris is also the same in Walter’s and Rufus’ description, it describes her mode of dress and the reasons for this and the custom of girl children staying with their mothers but boy children returning to their fathers either at birth or when they are seven years of age. However, the Historia does not give a detailed description of the Amazons dress, only the custom of how the children are reared.  
Walter tells that Thalestris proposes that she and Alexander should ‘fill her womb and leave again to bear an offspring shared with such a prince’[footnoteRef:4]. Rufus also says Thalestris has ‘come to share children with the King’. Whereas the Historia says that following Alexanders request to pay him homage, Thalestris sends him gifts of ten untamed colts and ten fine white horses. [4:  Townsend, David. The "Alexandreis" of Walter of Chatillon A Twelfth-Century Epic. (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania press, 1996)] 

Professor Nicholas Hammond in his Sources for Alexander the Great says that Plutarch actually ‘named the writers who dismissed the Amazon story as fiction’. He includes Ptolemy in his list. He also says that Clietarchus and Onesicritus amongst others reported that there was a meeting. He believes that Clietarchus started that story. He further says that Arrian wrote that Amazons were mythical but not historical[footnoteRef:5] [5:  N.G.L.Hammond, Sources of Alexander the Great (Cambridge :University Press, 1993) Pp. 293-294] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]David Townsend says in the introduction to his translation of The Alexandreis of Walter of Châtillon that Walter drew heavily on the Alexander biography of Quintus Curtius Rufus, a Roman writer of the first century[footnoteRef:6]. Walter’s Alexandreis was written more than a thousand years later than Rufus; in the twelfth century and also in Latin. Townsend goes on further to say that the work was very quickly picked up by the established Universities, within a few years of being written and taught as part of the curriculum. He says that there were about two hundred manuscripts of this work written and it was first printed in Rouen in 1487. Townsend translates from the Latin to English and freely states that he has interpreted it in places to make more sense of the source. Reading this from a medieval scholar’s point of view, it does not seem reminiscent of the medieval style of writing although it was written in the twelfth century however, it is a twentieth century translation.  [6:  Townsend, David. The "Alexandreis" of Walter of Chatillon A Twelfth-Century Epic. (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania press, 1996) p. xvii] 
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