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Introduction
Background: Oxford is an attractive, enterprising and lively city – a town that people from all over the world desire to visit and in most cases want to live and work in. 
According to Oxfordshire County Council, (2018), the population of Oxford is growing in an unprecedented rate in recent years, with the number of residents rising by 14% between 2001 and 2013 (from 135,500 to 154,800 people). The overall job growth was not deterred by the toxic impacts of recession, but has been impressive, with 118,000 jobs in 2012, compared to 99,000 in 2001. Oxford has 33% more jobs per head of working age population (aged 16-64) than the South East as a whole (OCC, 2018).
[bookmark: _GoBack]The additional travel demand generated by this growth has been well-contained in Oxford: overall, rises in traffic within the city have been avoided or minimised by the local authorities’ transport and planning policies and schemes. 
But despite these successes, the trend of sustained growth has brought challenges. 
As a medieval city, Oxford’s often narrow streets are, in many areas, unsuited to motorised vehicles. Peak period congestion has become an every day experience, with traffic building at bottlenecks which is difficult to be entirely removed. Within the centre, cars, buses and delivery vehicles compete for limited space with pedestrians and cyclists. These create an uneasy tension between the demands for movement and access, and the desire to ensure the centre offers a highly attractive and vibrant environment for people. 
As more people have moved to Oxford, pressure has been added to the city’s housing stock, helping to drive up house prices at a faster rate than other areas and intensifying population density. Limited space for new development has contributed to a significant shortfall in affordable housing (particularly around the centre), resulting in changes to where people are able to live and accordingly how far and how they travel. 
Congestion is a barrier to a competitive economy and future growth requires a well-connected, reliable and efficient transport network. Capacity is needed, but with space a key constraint, the on-going provision of more road space is not a long-term option.
Economic development is now increasingly happening outside in other locations, such as Bicester. New areas of growth require appropriate levels of access and strengthened linkages, without which the number of cars driving into the city will cause more traffic congestions. To avoid this, more high quality and integrated public transport is needed to support good connectivity across the city and to areas beyond traditional boundaries. The use of park and ride is an impressive mitigation factor to this effect but the core problem is getting people to use the facilities instead.
Oxford has the second-highest proportion of cycling commuters of any local authority in the UK with Cambridge being the first. Cycling in Oxford is both accessible and pleasant. According to the City Council, in 2011 17% of working residents usually cycled to work, the second-highest rate of any local authority in the country (Oxford Info, 2018). 
Public transports in Oxford can be accessed through bus companies, train and taxis. Car users commuting from outside Oxford are being constantly encouraged to use Park and Ride to limit congestion and pollution (Oxford City Council, 2018).  The three major bus operators are:
· Oxford bus Company
· Stagecoach Oxfordshire
· Thames Travel.
The purpose of this research project is to test the reliability and the suitability of the Oxfordshire Transport networks and system. To understand whether the planning policies and schemes are formulated to encourage the commuters to choose public transport rather the use of private vehicles.  








1.2 – Research Question 
Ha: People are reluctant to use public transport than their private cars.
H0: People are not reluctant to use public transport than their private cars
1.3. Research Methodology
The following methodology will be implemented to text the hypothesis:
1.3.1 I will have a literature review of the subject of Public Transport in Oxford.
1.3.2 I will use a questionnaire to survey the reason why people prefer to use their cars rather than using the public transportation.
  1.4	Results Presentation
I will submit my findings to the department of Oxfordshire County Council in charge of transport strategy and to my course director.

1.5	Timetable
The following is an estimate of timings for the dissertation:
1.5.1	Literary review			2weeks
1.5.2	Survey of commuters and car owners/drivers	2weeks
1.5.4	Analysis				3 weeks
1.5.5	Production of dissertation	           2 weeks
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