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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project:      
OR                   
4,000 word project and presentation:   

Please remove the red writing for your final submission. 

	NAME: Rachael Louise Evans 

	STUDENT ID No.: 2236667

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

Children in the Care system; Does society nurture children within the care system into the criminal justice system? 

INTRODUCTION:
Why this topic?  Why is it worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation? 
Give background information around your subject
Justification for your research
Show you have done some reading

       The enquiry into the extent nature or nurture shapes the trajectory of a child in local authority care towards engaging in criminal behaviour, and consequently becoming involved in the criminal justice system, is a multifaceted issue. Both genetic predispositions and environmental influences significantly contribute to the child’s development and behaviour. The care system aims to nurture the child by offering a stable and secure environment, particularly in cases where the home environment poses risks of trauma, abuse, or neglect. Ultimately, it is essential to recognise that both nature and nurture exert considerable influence on the child’s upbringing. 
However,  despite the implementation of various support systems, such as social services and youth offending programmes, certain children continue to gravitate towards criminal activities. What factors contribute to this phenomenon? Are there specific characteristics that make some children within the care system more susceptible to such influences?



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
Clarify the information you want to collect on your research topic in the form of two, three or four key objectives. 
· The steps you are going to take to answer your research aim or question




	LITERATURE REVIEW:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans.
Understand the current state of existing research
You can demonstrate the gap and the need for the research
Gives credits to those who have laid the groundwork for your research
Demonstrates your knowledge of the research problem

Government reports
Police reports / frame works 
Criminal justice reports – statistics 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
What research methods are you going to do and why?
Why are they best suited to your research 
 Qualitative research – aiming at understanding thought concepts and experiences people have an understanding human behaviour. 
 Interviews – 
 Surveys – 
 Case studies 
 Theories - 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? Why is this sample the best for your research?

Youth offending services 
Social services
CAHMS – MH children team
Teachers
Police officers 

	ETHICAL ISSUES:
Opportunity to discuss any ethical problems that you might see or might need to discuss prior to your research. 

Protecting childrens identities when discussing experiences and also the care staff that work with them. 

	TIME SCALE:
Standard practice to consider each stage of your research work that you will undertake. 

MARCH – OCTOBER 2025 

	REFERENCE LIST:
Please follow the Harvard referencing system
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