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[bookmark: _Toc134378317]Introduction-
The foremost aim of this assessment is to analyse as well as evaluate the basic importance of International Financial Management (IFM) in terms of managing the business of Unilever. It will also cover the challenges that are faced by Unilever while expanding its business in different types of international markets. The dividend distribution policy of Unilever will also be highlighted here with the help of a proper theoretical approach. The theory of market hypothesis to focus on the operations of Unilever is also going to take place in this assessment. The analysis and evaluation of the methods of appraising different projects in Unilever will also be discussed here.
[bookmark: _Toc134378318]Analyse and evaluate the importance of international financial management (IFM) to Unilever-
As per the views of Madura (2020) international financial management is utterly important in terms of managing the key aspects of inflation rates, and exchange rates, as well as getting proper insights about the economic fundamentals of any country before making any investment there. Unilever is a multinational company in the UK. It has operations across Europe, America, Africa, Asia-Pacific, and the Middle East. For that reason, without the importance of international management, it cannot create a robust impact in business. The Expectation Theory of international financial management and the aspects of technology are carried forward by Unilever in terms of evaluating the process of international financial management. The approach of the theory focuses on the forward rate of today's market that can be consistent in the realm of the future. The transformation of global information technology and the shift from operation to service in Unilever assist to make out the general aspects of international financial management. The IT services and the credentials of marketing trends assist the company to source and foster the financial system in the international approach. The financial sector of Unilever fosters the growth of technology with the assistance of IT to manage the partnering sources of vendors as well as manage external suppliers. The theory of the International Fisher Effect in International Financial Management is also carried forward by Unilever where the finance team of the company develops several cost models with all the third-party service providers. The premium level of support that is provided by all the investors helps the company to increase the supply chain management and also evaluate the trends of the market to manage the internationalisation process very effectively (Lenovo, 2023).
[bookmark: _Toc134378319]The challenges which Unilever may be experiencing in different international financial markets-
There is no doubt that business operation needs to be highly uplifted in terms of managing the key aspects of success. Unilever faces many challenges in terms of carrying forward the business operation and coping with the different values of the international financial market. The challenges are as follows-
Technological transformation-
Unilever has over 400 brands in around 190 countries and the products of the company are used by 2.5 billion people daily. But the technological transformation system of the company is not uplifted enough. For that reason, the trends of the market cannot be optimised properly by the company. As a result, the profit and the share of dividends are decreasing at a rapid speed (Moura, 2022).
Modernisation in the aspects of business models-
In recent times, technological advancement and the chances of achievement are correlated with each other. If the technological aspects are not generalised properly, it creates a negative impact on the business scenario of any organisation. Unilever relies mainly on IT to gather the positive aspects of development. But the negative scenario lies in the fact that the company is not efficient enough to use modern technology in the workplace due to the poor skill gap among the employees. For that reason, the financial sector of the company in the International market cannot collect a good amount of money from the place (Moura, 2022). Due to the lack of modernisation, Unilever cannot be efficient enough to make a positive contribution to the international financial market of Venezuela and Vietnam. As the countries follow a traditional approach and a cost-effective perspective, Unilever cannot expand its business model as its modernisation technique is not efficient and the management of price is also very weak (Tarasovich, 2023).
Robustness in terms of creating omnichannel strategies-
Supply chain management has the potential to redefine the positivity of any business. If the supply chain management is not uplifted enough, it creates a negative impact on the financial sector of any company. Unilever cannot be able to create omnichannel strategies in terms of managing investors and suppliers. For that reason, in the international market of finance, the company may not be able to create a positive mark due to the lack of proper strategies for omnichannel networks and skill gaps among the employees (Moura, 2022).
[bookmark: _Toc134378320]Critically analyse and evaluate Unilever's dividend distribution policy-
A dividend distribution policy helps a company to distribute equitable income among all the shareholders to strike a balance in the financial department while addressing the company's future needs (KANAKRIYAH, 2020). Unilever focuses on an innovative way in terms of managing the dividend distribution policy in its operation. As of April 2023, the Training Twelve Month (TTM) yield of a dividend is 0.97 pounds. The dividend yield of the current scenario for Unilever is 3.34% (Macrotrends, 2023). The Board of Directors of the company propose the declaration of dividends where both the interim and final dividend are discussed. Unilever has been growing its distribution at around 6.5% in recent years. It has been found that the earnings have grown around 2.4% in a year in the past five years. For that reason, Unilever increases the amount of paying the shareholders. For that reason, the company faces slow growth as well as a high payout ratio. In 2023, EPS is going to increase by 16.8% and the payout ratio becomes 57% which makes a comfortable range for the company. The Board of Directors and the managers of the company create the portion of dividends and assist the financial sector to become an utterly robust aspect of business (Finance.yahoo.com, 2023).
[bookmark: _Toc134378321]Critically analyse the efficient market hypothesis theory in the context of Unilever’s operations-
According to Gabaix and Koijen, (2021) the efficient market hypothesis (EMH) is a theory that states the fact of sharing the prices and reflecting all the information. It fosters the fact that the trade of the stocks is done in terms of managing the fair values of the market on the exchange. It helps the investors to get benefits while investing in a passive and low-cost portfolio. Unilever rightfully focuses on several approaches of market hypothesis such as the number of participants of the market, depth of the coverage of the analyst, availability of information, and the limits of the trading. All these perspectives create a positive scenario in terms of managing the business of Unilever. At first, the company focuses on the key attributes of the market by gouging through the number of participants there. If the participants are large in numbers, it follows an easy strategy to focus on the trends of the market. After that, all the information of the analysts is fostered properly as per the recent scenario of the market. At last, the government rules and regulations are generalised properly by the company where the trade barriers, excise duties, and taxes are gone through elaborately. With the help of such a positive approach to the theory, the shareholders of Unilever get a 27% return on their shares. Therefore the efficient market hypothesis theory is rightfully focused on by the company to manage its operation internationally (Simplywall, 2023).
[bookmark: _Toc134378322]Critically analyse and evaluate Unilever’s methods of appraising projects-
Unilever elaborately focuses on Project Management Frameworks to make a proper appraisal of all the projects. Project management helps the company to get proper values of development in the competitive scenario. The project management frameworks assist the company to focus on the developing scenario of the projects while it is being carried forward. For that reason, all the employees communicated well according to the project. After that, a positive program management approach is carried forward by the company. The program management approach assists the company to focus on ongoing programs and creating proper plans according to them. The Change control system helps the company to manage the working environment and the aspects of change in the financial department. After the change management system is done all the employees are fostered and facilitated as per their potential and contribution (Inf.ed.ac.uk, 2023).
[bookmark: _Toc134378323]Conclusion-
From the above scenario, it is utterly very clear that the positive aspects of international financial management create a positive impact in terms of managing the potential of any company. Unilever also focuses on the key aspects of marketisation and the financial aspects properly to carry forward its operation. The theory of the International Fisher Effect in International Financial Management assists the company to look into the aspects of marketisation for Unilever. The efficient market hypothesis theory helps the company to cope with the basic values of the market by enhancing its operation.      
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