                                     Political: Influences on Inequality and Diversity 

This assignment aims to identify and critique the way in which political ideology has influenced recent policy. The group that are going to be discussed are the “lesbian; gay; bisexual; and transexual (lgbt) community”. The logic behind this is that not much has changed for all other social groups. However, for the lgbt so much has changed and evolved throughout the years from being illegal to being accepted. Firstly, it will be discussed political theory and the background and historical context of this group and where they were and where they are currently, and if they have any other goals politically, or have they reached their pinnacle in political advancement.
Carver, (2008) argue “Marxists and Liberals” both have a responsibility for describing Marx as “non-liberal” for party-political resolutions, keeping away from his opinions of liberalism, highlighting inconsistency concerning his theories and liberal ideas. Carver, (2008) continues that liberal politics and Liberalism, ideas are about being uncritical, gagging, limiting and restricting, ideas within the society. However, Carver, (2008) says that a lot of liberals did not have a scientific background and, scientific study was just an idea, instead of a theory or hypothesis aimed at already established scientists. Steel and Taylor, (2004) says that Pro Marxists ideals the by and large the education structure is well known part of the system, which has sustained and embodied ideologically interests of the Government. Marxists expresses that the Government acts effectively as the “policymaking board of the middle class” could be a dark description. However, Marx & Engels, (1848); Miliband, (1969) agree the argument that the Government system is not unbiased or impartial but is a supporter of the “middle-class society”. Miliband, (1969, p. 241) says that Marxists state that education has its part to play in capitalist civilisations as all the population must be indoctrinated to be compliant. However, Steele and Taylor, (2005) argue that for a substantial portion of the populace, education has formed, and remains to form, a social class. Social order must have ongoing social inequality to maintain capitalism, with the education system playing a vital role. 
Hall et al., (2013) offers the opinion that neoliberalism is a world-wide wonder and the fundamental ideology that has been ongoing since 1980 in politics within the UK.   Smith and Morton, (2006) argue that neoliberalism may seem like the domain of modern-day Conservative. However, Labour leadership back in 1997 clearly approved a considerable legacy of neoliberal ideology leftover from the old Conversative alliance.  Although Hall, (2003) says this somewhat surprising change result from Labour being a socially egalitarian government looking to rule in a neo-liberal stance but upholding its customary “support for middle class  and working-class.”    Though    Burton, (2014) states that New Labour ideology is a mixed government comprising of mutually “social-democratic and neoliberal” elements, although the conservatives are unquestionably neoliberal. Burton, (2014) The power of neoliberalism was destructive to equality within “the Equality Act (2010)”. Continuing methods have been excluded except that they match with neoliberal objectives and promising ideals of equality have been incorporated into a core neoliberal plan. 
Lobbies for liberal reform regarding sex focused on gay sex activity and nonconformity to standard gender normality occurred from the nineteen hundreds. These factions were abolished by the growth of fascism in 1930s Germany.  However, when World War II ended, societal groups for gays appeared in European countries such as France, Norway and Sweden started to appear, (Adam 1987, pp. 60–61). Homosexuality in some Western European countries had been legalised in Belgium, Netherlands, Italy France, Greece and the Scandinavian countries early during the mid 1900s Waaldijk, (2000). The social responsibility arrangements were restricted as they failed to recognise same sex families.  However, by uneven age of consent acts. The prompt legislation of same-sex relationships in these nations, particularly in the Scandinavia, encouraged the formation of principally modest lgbt activist’s that pursued more official rights Adam et al. (1999). 
However, Blasius and Phelan, (1995) commented that in the UK and United States of America lawful change was slow regardless of LGBT movement in UK and America from the early 1950 calling for the law to change. Waites, (2005) states that after “the Stonewall riots in 1969 in New York” prompted the rise of groups concerned with “gay liberation” with demands for equality and being liberated. Echoing Marxist theory, the notion of having rights was lacking from homosexual American liberation plans like “Radical Lesbians manifesto and Carl Wittman’s Gay Manifesto (1970)”. However, Power, (1995, p.321) refers to the “Gay Liberation Front Manifesto UK “stating there was talk of rights, although “not human rights”. Adam et al, (1999); Altman et al., (2001); Binnie, (2004) agree LGBT movements that originated in Western Europe have expressed their ideology as world-wide, lobbying international organisations.  However, Kollman and Waites., (2009) State that since the   appearance of “gay liberty” during the 1960s to 1970s in the West, LGBT groups had regularly outlined their requests in terminologies of liberation and equality, however, “human rights” discussions were not predominant to international and national disputes from 1990s. Buchanan, (2009) agrees that the idea of “civil rights” were not being asked for until 1980 but was terminology used by non-governmental organisations.
Kimberly Crenshaw, (1989) formed the expression intersectionality Brittany et al., (2015). However, Ahemad et al., (2021) says intersectionality is an analytic construct founded during the 20th century that helps governments to modify outgroups in society that are disliked.  Political parties are known to use this to endorse “political egalitarianism” and societal turmoil. Runyan, (2018) says the term intersectionality is used to understand how peoples social and political characteristics combine to produce different methods allowing for advantage and social bias. Thus, intersectionality recognises several impacts of benefit and discrimination. Following on from intersectionality is The Equality Act (2010) which is legislation that incorporates “protected characteristics age, gender reassignment, race, sex, disability, marriage or sexual orientation” as protection from discrimination. This includes intersectionality in the legislation as it protects individuals from discrimination that could be direct or indirect. Siegel, (2019) adds that same sex relationships have now been legalised with these individuals now having the same rights as heterosexual families of adoption.  Siegel, (2019) goes on to say that public approval of homosexuality has increased in a lot of countries. 
In the 1990s, the United Nations human rights organisation developed as a new motivation for LGBT movements Blasius and Phelan 1997, pp. 840–841).  Morgan, (2000) refers to the case of Toonen vs. Australia back in 1994, regarding ‘sexual orientation’ discrimination an infringement of people’s individual “right to privacy in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights” at the United Nations Human Rights Committee. However, Ghosh, (2020) says that advancement at the UN, had been prevented repetitively. Although now been substantial improvements concerning equality for LGBT members in how democratic countries them.  Page, (2019); Siegel, (2019); and Tadlock and Glick, (2019) agree that individuals from LGBT community are lobbying against previous long-term discrimination to achieve equality. Tadlock and Glick, (2019 argue that as academic studies on LGBT increased through the years, that has been reflected in the changes in society changes concerning better care for LGBT individuals. Tadlock and Glick (2019) go on to say that LGBT rights developed quickly worldwide since the 1970s in terms of equality.
Although Kollman and Waite., (2009) has the opinion that international advances have echoed in local civil locations, demonstrated by the launch of gay marriages in many countries in Europe but also by disputes over the oppression of LGBT individuals in African nation and Persia Waites (2008). Saiz, (2004) offers the opinion that by engaging with human rights has been effective dialogue the doors of influential international organisations like the United Nations and European Union. Kollman and Waite., (2009) goes on to say that LGBT rights declarations are gradually swaying political agendas in numerous nations, due to the volume of problematic “human rights claims” worldwide. 
Coll, (2021) says with new the Equality Act (2010) Hepple, (2010) created issues for the Catholic Church’s apparent rule concerning individuals that are in the category of LGBT, and in what way this viewpoint is presented and communicated within “Catholic schools”. Office for National Statistics, (2019) globally there has been an increase and Scotland has been no different, with children identifying with this ideology.  Education Scotland, (2017) McKinney and McCluskey, (2019) says that this cannot be ignored as Catholic schools could be inadequately fulfilling the Equality Act, (2010) by not delivery the essential information to children. Coll, (2021) argues that schools in Scotland are state funded In Scotland’s education system with teachers working for the Government. Yet, protected by the Scottish Education Act, (1918) lawfully, McKinney and McCluskey, (2019) the Catholic Church maintains power over how the Religious Education syllabus is communicated in Scottish Catholic schools  and the authorisation of staff in schools teaching in terms of their faith and integrity. Dual reasons have protected the tough Catholic religions distinctiveness for over a century within schools. Coll, (2021) admits that Scotland has been recognised as one of the most diverse countries in the world in terms of attitude to lgbt people. 
Scottish government, (2018) have of course now stipulated that education must now include mandatory lgbt learning resources and content. This content is also mandatory in teacher training programmes and has faced much controversy with public disapproving not just among Catholics but across society. Now the Welsh Government, (2022) have followed this and made this mandatory content for children from three years of age, this of course has been very controversial and has been taken to court by an outraged Welsh public. 
Steel and Taylor, (2004) have stated that the UK has stayed a totally imbalanced society, in terms of political and socio- economically; alongside the implicit obliteration of working-class traditions, Society has been infused by an individualistic culture affecting both the middle class, working class and lgbt groups and flippant money-oriented media is an influential entertaining might. Nevertheless, Marxism and Marxist education continue to be as significant as ever. Steel and Taylor, (2004) goes onto say that capitalism needs inequality and repressed society to be successful.  
To summarise no other social group has experienced such social and political change like the lgbt. Runyan, (2018) had the opinion that the concept of neo-liberalism is a well-established and an accepted theory that is associated with the lgbt ideology. As, intersectionality by Kimberly Crenshaw, (1989) had already recognised the protected characteristic long before the Equality Act, (2010) reached society. Runyan, (2018) So, it can be understood that the Government previously knew how powerful this legislation would be in society and how it could be used against other societal groups out with lgbt to marginalise them and thus create more social out groups. Steel and Taylor, (2004) which then keeps society as an inequal place which keeps social inequality ongoing, and so the Government and the capitalist are successful at dividing society amongst themselves, so that social order can be maintained, and no social groups can challenge the government or political system themselves. So, by giving certain groups what they want, the Government effectively takes other social groups rights all in the name of equality Hepple, (2010) and legislation. It can also be understood the Marxism is still influencing the British education system with the recent addition of mandatory lgbt content first in Scotland followed by England, Ireland and more recently Wales with parental optout being abolished. This can be understood by Miliband, (1969, p. 241) theory that Marxists believe that education has its part to play in capitalist civilisations as all the population must be indoctrinated to be compliant. Of course, now the lgbt community have more fundamental rights than any other group in society.
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