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Essay 1:  Maintaining Professional Standards

In this essay I will be speaking about how police maintain professional standards and how certain procedures and technologies have been brought in to prevent misconduct and malpractice by police officers. The first element I am going to speak about is the utilisation of body worn video. Currently police officers use body worn video to increase the public’s trust in police and to ensure police officers are following legislation and national guidelines whilst dealing with incidents (Metropolitan police, 2021). Recent studies show that there has been a reduction in the amount of complaints made against police which has shown a 16.6% reduction where officers have had use of body worn video compared to officers that have not had the cameras (College of Policing, 2021). This has overall increased public confidence in policing as many of the public stated that they feel safer with police officers, police community support officers and police staff utilising body worn video as Police Scotland have shown statistics which show 84% of the public they have surveyed have increased confidence in police (Police Scotland, 2022)
The next element of this essay I am going to speak about is the use of the National decision-making model (NDM) and how police officers use this to maintain their professional standards whilst attending incidents. The NDM is used by police officers daily whilst attending incidents which helps them make decisions in relation to offenders and victims and is centred around the code of ethics (College of policing, 2013). This can also lead to public scrutiny as the decision made by an officer may not necessarily lead to the best outcome as there a factors which may influence an officers decision making for example: mis-lead information, potential offender and victims not telling the truth. (College of Policing, 2014). This model makes officers think on not just the decision they make but also looks at how they can judge a persons risk not only to themselves but also the public and local communities.

The Next element of this essay I am going to speak about is regarding the use of the police and criminal evidence act 1984 (PACE). The first element of PACE I am going to speak about is Section 1 PACE which is the stop search powers to detain a person to search of items if an officer has reasonable grounds to suspect they have stolen items, bladed articles or fireworks on them (PACE 2024). This has been a highly discussed topic for a number of years. The positive side of stop searches and statistics have shown up until the end of March 2024 there were 530,093 stop searches conducted under section 1 of PACE in England and Wales which also provides statistics from British Transport police, Of these searches 75,741 then led to an arrest of an individual which compared to statistics for the previous year has shown a 2.4 % increase in arrests (Home office, 2024). This shows just some of the positive actions that officers use surrounding PACE section 1 searches.
The next element I am going to speak about is the negative effects on PACE section 1 searches and how this leads to misconduct and complaints against police. An article published by the guardian showed that people from BAME backgrounds are 4.1 times likely to be stop searched than a white person and a black person are more than 8.9 times likely to be stop searched than a white person. Statistics in the same article will show that a black person is more than three time as likely to be arrested than a white person (Dodd,2020). An example of this is an incident in July 2020 involving British athlete Bianca Williams who was handcuffed and stop searched after officers alleged a “smell of cannabis” which is claimed to be a lie and was investigated and a panel found that the smell likely came from somewhere else in the area. This led to two met police officers being sacked from the force as they breached the standards of behaviour in relation to their honesty and integrity as a result of their stop search however, this search would have been under PACE section 23 misuse of drugs act (Warren and Campbell, 2023).
The final element I am going to speak about in this essay is the negative effects of BWV (Body worn vide) and how this can lead to misconduct and malpractice in the police force. One of the leading causes of complaints reported to police is excessive use of force. The use of body worn cameras by police now captures if the amount of force now used by officers is proportionate. An article released by the BBC in 2023 shows that over 150 reports of camera misuse by forces in England and Wales whether this be by turning off the camera at incidents, deleting footage or sharing the footage via social media (Titheradge, 2023). Since the introduction of BWV there has been a 15% increase in assaults on police and more resistance to arrest as this is due to officers feeling less assertive and more vulnerable to assault (University of Cambridge, 2016).

To summarise this essay there are pros and cons to the professional standards in policing which can leave officers receiving complaints of misconduct and malpractice. The use of body worn cameras have enabled officers to watch the footage back and identify areas for improvement. This has also helped officers to justify decisions made and the use of force used by officers. Stop search powers have also developed over the years and are having successful results. There are however, negatives which shows that officers are turning cameras off during incidents and are sharing footage via social media which is a major concern as there are a lot of people who contact the police put trust in the service to act professionally and help them in there time of need. This would also fall short of one of the code of ethics which is confidentiality as the footage is being shared among others for non policing purposes. There is also still an imbalance in stop searches in relation to skin colour which results where BAME communities are experiencing higher levels of stop searches than white people.
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Essay 2:  Public protection.

In this essay I will be speaking about a public protection topic and what characteristics make a person vulnerable and how criminal gangs look to exploit this. During this essay I will be referencing articles and statistics to support my research.
Criminal exploitation is when children and adults are manipulated in to committing crimes, The child or adult can be coerced in to committing the crimes by being given money, drugs or other items in return for them committing crime. This could be by the way of drug running, selling drugs or committing theft, are just some of the examples. (Wales Safer Communities n.d.). 
The first area I am going to speak about is children being exploited which research from the children’s society shows that over 46,000 children are believed to be involved in gangs with 4000 of these young people being exploited in London alone (The Children’s society, 2021). Criminals will look to target young people who are vulnerable and also look at socio-economical factors such as young people at risk of homelessness, not having many friends, physical or learning disabilities. In a report written by Action for children it shows that 1 in 6 children or young person that is homeless will take part in criminal activity just for somewhere to stay. The report also shows that a LGBTQ+ young person is at a greater risk of physical abuse or violence than a non LGBTQ+ young person (Action for Children, 2023). 
The next area I am going to speak about is county lines which involves vulnerable adults and children. The overview of county lines is the supply of illegal drugs from organised crime groups usually based in major cities such as Cardiff, London, Liverpool and Manchester however there are many more towns and cities which are used and drugs are then supplied in to the smaller towns and villages. The suppliers will “scout” an area and will look to identify vulnerable people that they can exploit whether that be by supplying them with drugs to store more drugs at there property or using them to run drugs for them and attempt to stay under the police radar. Some of the key signs and indicators for county lines runners are:
· An increase in visitors or cars attending one particular property
· Unexplained, sometimes unaffordable new items
· Resident going missing or going away for a short period of time more frequently
· Unexplained injuries.

However despite some of these signs many adults and young people being exploited will not see them as a victim of exploitation (National Crime Agency, 2018).
Organised crime groups will also look to “Cuckoo” a vulnerable persons address. This person will potentially be a drug user, single parents who are struggling financially or a person with physical or learning difficulties who may be forced out of their homes and made homeless for the drug dealers to use there home as a drug storage (Crimestoppers, 2021).
The next element I am going to speak about is the police’s response to tackling criminal exploitation and county lines. In 2019 a county lines programme was launched to target and disrupt county lines and the statistics show that 5,627 county lines were closed across England and Wales which led to 16,536 arrests and 8,817 vulnerable people referred to police for safeguarding (Home office, 2023).
Another form of exploitation used by gangs apart from county lines is modern slavery. Modern slavery is where a vulnerable person is controlled by another person or gang. There are many different types of slavery such as human trafficking which is where a person is threatened with violence and are exploited to carry out crime through prostitution, marriage and forced labour. Recent statistics show that approximately 49.6 million people are subjected to modern slavery which include forced labour and forced marriage (Anti-slavery international, 2024).

The police forces have made a response in tackling modern slavery and recent statistics show that by the end of March 2019, 205 cases of modern slavery where presented to the crown prosecution service (CPS) for a charging decision. This then led to 68% of cases linked to modern slavery in England and Wales resulting in a prosecution of offenders by the end of 2019 (Office for national statistics, 2020). This shows that police forces are recognising the signs and factors in relation to modern slavery and are actively seeking to prosecute offenders linked to modern slavery.
Aswell as the socio-economic factors which make a person vulnerable to exploitation there are also psychological factors which include fear, anxiety and low self-esteem. Low self-esteem is one of the main factors in exploitation of young people and criminal gangs will look to find young people who are isolated from others or struggle with behaviour in and outside of school. They will also target young people who are socially- isolated who find it difficult to make friends and criminal gangs will exploit this by making them feel as if they are friends with them (www.programechallenger.co.uk, nd).

To summarise this essay there are many types of vulnerability which makes a person vulnerable to exploitation and criminal gangs will continue to exploit people regardless of age, gender or disability. Criminal gangs have only one goal and that is to make money through illegal activities such as drug dealing, violence and will look to find deprived areas which are struggling with things such as poverty, lack of employment opportunities and anti-social behaviour areas are the most targeted areas by criminal gangs. Research has shown and evidenced in this essay that criminal exploitation especially around children is high and law enforcement and partner agencies are attempting to tackle this by identifying age groups and other groups with factors that make them vulnerable to exploitation and are then trying to safeguard them to start to turn the curve on exploiting vulnerable people.
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Essay 3: Vulnerability and risk.

In this essay I will be speaking about whether early intervention and whether this is effective in preventing young people from offending and committing crime. During this essay I will be speaking about how important it is to build relationship’s with young people and building there trust in the police as a service. I will also be referring to articles and statistics to support this essay.
The first element I am going to speak about is the trust young people have in the police force and how this effects young people to offend. In 2022 there was an increase in the amount of children and young people by 9% than the previous year which according to reports brings the total number up to approximately 59,000 which out of the total 13,743 of the children or young person were either cautioned or sentenced by the crime prosecution service. This has then brought in a response by the government to invest millions of pounds in to intervention services such as sport and rehabilitation programmes (Low and Rowe, 2024).
Early intervention through research is split in to two groups prevention and diversion. The prevention element of this is to engage with young people before they offend and work with and support them to avoid offending and committing crime. This can be done in a variety of ways which include the likes of supporting them in school and making sure that there home environment is as safe and helpful as possible. One of the prevention initiatives available is a project called positive futures which looks at areas with high levels of anti social behaviour and criminality especially in young people all around the uk and currently has a project ongoing in Gwent. Positive futures uses local facilities whether that be youth clubs, community centres or leisure centres and offer free sporting sessions to engage with young people to give them support from a young age to prevent them getting involved in crime and offending (Gwent police and crime commissioner, 2022).
The diversion element of early intervention is when a person has already been involved with police or is involved in the youth offending system. This is when services will intervene with the young person and support them to make the right choices and aim to address any underlying causes or reasoning for them to offend with the aim for them to avoid receiving a criminal record (Hancock,2023).
The benefit of early intervention has been shown by action for children who conducted an evaluation of there programmes in Glasgow and between the years of 2018 and 2021 they had assisted 181 young people and 80 families in preventing them being drawn into serious crime and offending with one of their main successes being you a young male with his involvement in nearly 600 offences not reoffending after the support of their programme and being referred to them (Action for children, 2019).

The next element I am going to speak about is some of the factors that can lead to a young person in to offending. One of the main factors in young people’s offending is home life. It is estimated that 3 million young people under the age of 17 live in a household where an adult has ever experienced domestic abuse which could lead to disruptive behaviour in school which could lead to expulsions and in turn make them more vulnerable to criminality and offending. This could also have a negative impact on the young persons ability to form relationships and form trust which could lead to them being violent in their own relationships ( youth justice legal centre, N.d.
The next element I am going to speak about is what the police and government are providing to assist with young people and engaging with them at an early stage to prevent them entering crime and offending.
In a report published in 2022 by the uk government it is written that they are pledging £300 million over the next 3 years for local council’s to provide early intervention opportunities to young people to assist them in avoiding entering crime and committing crime, this in turn will also help with tackling young people who are already involved in crime and give them the support and mentoring needed to hopefully turn them around from being involved in crime (Gov.uk,2022).
The next element I am going to speak about is the negative side of early intervention of young people to prevent them offending. There are a few negative effects on early intervention and this is that it can essentially be labelling young people as trouble makers which in an article written by Tes magazine who have emphasised a report from the university of Edinburgh which outlines which showed one statistic on how difficult it was to identify potential future offenders by their mid teens, with 76% of violent offenders by 17 not being referred by their school or any support agencies (www.Tes.com, n.d).
To summarise this essay research shows that early intervention is making a difference in preventing young people from offending however, this takes time to break down the barriers that young people have in trusting the programmes and identifying the need for help. Research shows that a lot of money is being spent by the uk government to tackle young people from offending. Despite the good being done to assist in this there are also the negatives which are the young people and keys signs being missed by support agencies and schools by not submitting the referrals.
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Essay 4: Valuing difference and inclusion:

In this essay I will be speaking about how the police has adapted to diversity in the uk. I will also be looking at the police force and how they engage with diverse communities.
The first element I am going to speak about is how the police engage with diverse communities and what the police are doing to build relationships with diverse communities. Currently police officers and staff in England an Wales report their own ethnicity based on 5 aggregated ethnic groups which are:
· White 
· Black 
· Asian
· Mixed 
· Other
Research has shown that at the end of 2022 there were 140,288 police officers in England an Wales, of that figure 136,274 officers had provided their ethnicity which showed that 91.8% of the figure where white and then 8.1% were from mixed, black, asian and other ethnicities (Gov.uk/2023). Research also shows that last year only 4.9% of officers promoted were from BAME communities compared to white officers.
The police and uk government are looking to have  more diverse police forces and the mayor of London has created an action plan to increase the amount of BAME officers to 28% by the year 2030 (Walcott, 2021).
There has been over the course of the last 25 years a gradual increase where the police have encouraged people from BAME communities to join the police and is no longer seen as a barrier. There has been an increase in the amount of prayer rooms brought in to stations for religious officers to prayer whilst on duty (THE, 2001). This has also increased in custody where prayer mats are available for detainees.
The next element I am going to speak about is how the police force has adapted to accommodate different nationalities in the uk and how the forces communicate with them. Currently the police forces have the difficult job of dealing with thousands of incidents a year. One of the main barriers which can prove dangerous is the lack of information provided which can be a result of a language barrier, Police now use language line which provides a 24 hour a day service and provide over 290 languages to assist police (Stefani, 2022). These services are crucial for the force to adapt to provide the best possible service for victims this can be through various ways such as when officers are at the scene of an incident or during telephone contact. There are also services where an interpreter is required to assist in taking a statement from a victim or witness of an incident. The interpreter’s role in this is key as they will either write or type the statement from the victim or witness in English after asking the person in the language of their preference by following the questions asked by police (uk,2023). Having an interpreter available makes working with diverse communities more positive and helps to assist in building the relationships in the community as this will reassure that despite a potential language barrier help is still available.

The next element of this essay I am going to speak about is how much confidence the communities have in police and how diverse communities are affected by the police. The confidence in police by BAME communities vary between ethnicities and figures show for the end of 2023 that the asian communities have the highest amount of confidence in police with 73% with the lowest level of 58% from mixed communities (Gov.uk, 2024). Research shows that in a report published by the independent office for police conduct that 85% of black males asked stated that they do not believe they are treated the same as white males (Independent office for police conduct, 2021

The final element I am going to speak about is what the police can do to build trust and relationships with communities. Currently the neighbourhood policing teams are at the forefront of building relationships within communities through the use of police community support officers (Pcso) and neighbourhood beat managers (Nbm) who are police constables who work inside the neighbourhood team. These officers work closely with the communities to identify there needs and concerns these communities have. This gives the communities reassurance that they are being listened to and there issues are being addressed. Many neighbourhood teams run engagement projects in diverse areas for community residents to attend. Some of these engagements include Pact meeting, cuppa with a copper etc (Government events, 2024).
To summarise this essay the the police force have adapted to the communities needs by utilising neighbourhood policing teams to assist in building the relationships with BAME communities and areas with specific diverse needs. The forces have also implemented ways to recruit more officers from diverse backgrounds and will continue to do so moving forward to create more diverse forces and suitable for everyone. The forces have also looked at ways for officers and detainees to continue their religious prayers by implementing prayer rooms and providing detainees with prayer mats they can use in their cells to pray when able. The forces have also looked at how communities can report to police and have attempted to overcome the language barrier by utilising services such as language line and interpreters to give not just victims but suspects the opportunity to use the services where required. Finally however, there is still work to be done to build relationships around black males as where I have spoken about inside the essay the confidence level in police from black males is still considerably low compared to other communities which can be improved.
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