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Archival Exercise for Edward the Black Prince and Warwick Castle
For this assignment I have chosen the topics of Edward the Black Prince who was renowned for his military exploits during the 100 Years War and Warwick Castle, a castle that has existed in some form since the year 1068 when it was erected by William the Conqueror and was renovated during the 100 Years War. To compile manuscripts for this assignment I had to use online archival sources and focused primarily on sources that would give the most information that would allow a researcher to get the clearest image of the events of that time. This means that there are not only corroborating sources but sources that would have clear bias when looking into who the writers of the manuscripts are. In the case where there is no author, they are most likely legal or economic records that would help a researcher get a better image of what kind of world they are researching would be like during that time. There are only a handful of records in existence compared to how many there would have been during that time, but the ones retained would be useful for reconstructing the world they were written in. Like all good research, a researcher should aim to find as many different sources as possible to remove bias. 

The Sources for Edward, the Black Prince

London

Senate House Library Archives, University of London




Edward, Prince of Wales, the Black Prince (The Chandos Herald) (1385)


This French source was written by the Chandos Head, who was the herald of Sir John Chandos. Sir John Chandos was a good friend and follower of Prince Edward and this manuscript was written after his death. This manuscript contains records of the Prince’s military exploits in France, as well as a very detailed account of the battle of Poitiers. It also contains eyewitness accounts of the events as well as details about the end of Edward’s life. This source is available at the University of London and is available for viewing and copying, with permission from the archivist. Given that this source was commissioned by a good friend of Edward, the history mentioned in it must be taken with a grain of salt and could not be considered an accurate record of the 100 Years War. If possible, sources from France should be searched for to get a more well-rounded image of the events Edward was actively in war.


Kew



The National Archives




Chroniques (Jean Froissart) (ed. Kervyn de Lettelowe) (Brussels, 1867-1876), pp.21-26, 37-38, 41-46


Some pages from Froissart’s Chronicles in French. Long considered a premiere historical source on the 100 Years War and Prince Edward’s battles. By no means complete, it could prove useful for those interested in how the Chronicles would have looked like as a full book, as well as beneficial to French speakers. These pages can only be seen under supervision from at the National Archives themselves, but they can be copied or digitized for a fee. Personally, I believe that it would be best to go in-person, as many of the sources in this list are in the National Archives, but digitalization is always useful, and can be shared with other scholars.


Chester



Cheshire Record Office, Local Studies Collection




Account of Master John de Burnham the Younger, Chamberlain of Chester of the Revenues of the Counties of Chester and Flint, Michaelmas 1361 to Michaelmas 1362 (edited by Booth, P.H.W. & Carr, A.D.) (1361-1362)


This account comes from Wales and is a financial record of the two counties Chester and Flint. It mentions taxing policies and revenue gain of Prince Edward during this time period. As a financial record, it has a much higher chance of being accurate, as it was important to keep careful track of revenue and expenditures and could be easily checked if something was inaccurate. Therefore, there is little chance of it being altered to suit political means. While not a record of military exploits, how Edward treated his own subjects would be worth considering when researching him, as well as how he treated his enemies. As this is a smaller city, access to this source would need to be inquired after and if granted would take about ten days, making it more difficult to access on a whim, but perfectly serviceable if one plans ahead.


Sources for Warwick Castle
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The National Archives




Will of Margary otherwise Maria Home, Spinster of Warwick Castle Warwick, Warwickshire (no author given) (1834)


This is the last will and testament of a woman who lived at Warwick Castle. It is available at the National Archive and is part of the public record. While not particularly old, the contents of the will could be very helpful in determining what the castle was like at the time of her death and would be useful in the assets of the castle at that time. There are multiple wills and testaments on file in the Archives and this is only one example. They could all be used to recreate a picture of what the castle was like during that time, as well as what happens after the death of the writer of the will. When possible, it would be worth looking into legal records that indicate if there was any strife over who inherited what and how the legal courts dealt with such a dilemma.


Kew



The National Archives




Part of an inventory of goods in [?Warwick castle] and cattle in Wedgnock park paper (dated around the time of Henry VIII)


The exact date is unknown, but this would be a crucial piece of information in learning about what the lives of the common people were like in the past. Assuming this was written around the time of Henry VIII, historians could use this to determine what kind of food and tools people used back then. The paper that it is written on is important as well and tells us about what materials were used to make paper once vellum started be phased out of use during this more modern time period. From the material of the paper alone, we can assume that it was tended to have been thrown away after use and never intended to be kept part of a permanent record making these kinds of documents more valuable.
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The National Archives




Short title: Glen v The Under-Sheriff of Warwickshire (1486-1493, or 1504-1515)


The legal court proceedings for the theft of horses. This source is available from the National Archives, but it is in a damaged state. However it is available for viewing if the researcher reserves time before arriving at the Archives. This record would be useful insight into what the legal system was like during the time it was written, but unfortunately its exact age is unknown making it somewhat inaccurate. However, the prospected dates it was written are not that far from each other meaning that it could be used to infer what the regional laws were like during this time period. It would also give insight to what was considered crimes and what punishments would be appropriate for the crime. Given that horses were an important part of medieval life, there is sure to be a severe punishment if the accused were to be found guilty. This is only one example, but other examples do exist in the Archives and would be excellent for reconstructing the legal system of the time.


Further archival searches would be to find more relevant information about the time period around Prince Edward’s lifetime, should any exist. Especially in the case of the 100 Years War, more contrasting records of the Prince’s military exploits would be best, with emphasis on the French records or eye witness accounts of the battles. Froissart is a good example of this in a way, but he cannot be considered an accurate source due to political bias. If possible, letters or diaries of soldiers who survived the battle would be ideal, but there is no guarantee they exist. The records for Warwick Castle should be those that indicate what kind of world they existed in and the last will and testaments of the residents and whether they are part of the aristocracy would be an excellent indicator of how wealthy the area was depending on the time. Records of the castle during this time would also be beneficial as it would provide insight into how the castle was renovated, with what methods and with what materials during the 100 Years War. Documents that dictate what life was like around the time of the 100 Years War would be useful to see what would drive people to go to war and if they supported the war. In this case, the records would be entirely in English, but foreign nationals visiting Britain during this time could also shed light on the events of the time and as such, other archives from other countries such as France, Germany and the other neighboring countries in the United Kingdom could be quite edifying. Therefore, it would be a good idea to check ship records for passengers, as well as any wealthy aristocracy visiting during that time who may have left records of their visit. 


