
DEINDUSTRIALISATION - MASCULINITY AND HISTORY
      Chris Meredith, Shifts


(i) MIGRANT’S RETURN: new perceptions
(cf Daniel Williams on Raymond Williams)

The return of Jack 
Starting point for Shifts -– question of perception, looking in . Half in and half out (compare to the young boy firmly inside the Valley in How Green – different kind of relationship with the reader)
What does he find?
Expectations of Welsh valley/industrial story- our expectations – what are his?
Opens and closes with clocking off – nihilism generated by industrial time with the life drained out of it (the black Viva) 

 What counts as culture –Raymond Williams
Discussion of the problem of exile – but not just for those who’ve gone – also for those who’ve stayed. Their world is not the same 

This is the impact of a postmodern world of dislocation and micro narratives where the possibility of making sense of the past is gone (no access to the languages (not just Welsh) of the past no access to the symbolic world of the Father – and the position gives perhaps a clearer view of the past in its inadequacies too (Jack’s father’s support for imperial power despite himself

How Green (in Ian Bell’s words) 
a book where  ‘you always know exactly where you stand’ (p4) 
The mood is one of loss, of regret, ‘of so much that was good that has gone.’… the intense nostaligia the book sustains is a yearning for a world we are asked to believe actually existed (ibid) 

‘It is clear in the book that virtually all change is to be seen as a kind of deterioration…’ (p.5)

‘ The story that runs through the whole book is of a community breaking down’ (p.6)

the book goes further than ‘a dramatisation of basic Christian ideas about sin and self-control. …The Happy Valley has been polluted by foreigners’ (ibid)

Move to discussion of Shifts 
– attitude to change – to the community - to the past - to the foreign Who are the weirdos? (‘O’ or Wayne then there’s Kelvin who sounds as if he’s from Belfast but was only there 4 years.) And Jack himself -  his accent has changed. 

Time and space. (Raymond Williams’s  journey through the sapces of Wales is also one of time) Different histories and different perceptions (Mappa Mundi; With Gordon to Khartoum) Diff times – industrial and seasonal

As boundaries and communities change - what is it to live without a myth?
(ii) 
Identity: Time, history and masculinity
· Define gender - identity
· The difference who is associated with what?
· Biological time versus historical time
Keith reading signs of the past: the landscape, the letters. Does this make a diff?
Self consciousness about History and ways of making sense (missing class analysis)

Other people’s attitudes towards history – generational?

· Identity self and other but which others… how to position within time each in a kind of bubble
· hanging on to his Sunblest bag (?)

Do we agree with Jack that local history is the same as counting tiles on a wall? Or does it say something about Jack that he can't see beyond that wall? Jack wants to do/act/ never be 'caught' (salmon) yet he drifts without achieving anything and won't confront or grapple with anything as Keith does. Similar with Jack chasing Kath. He THINKS he's in control but he's not.

HOME – compare with How Green. Keith’s home/ Jack? What is home for him? 

Masculinity – what are fathers like?  
 
Keith visits old house - books (i) With Gordon to Khartoom (imperialist expansion - part of something now gone further afield than the steelworks - some way of understanding the motive for setting up the steelworks now gone. Also orientalist another culture being swamped) (ii) Commentary on the Bible (useless elucidation he thinks - the missing frame though - as later finds out when is helped to decipher the Welsh language notes on the back of the voting slip, about the disintegration of the world through temples and the city) Reveals that the beginning of democracy has a background in values….Modern nihilism rooted in a loss of belief in anything Voting slip - people not defined by party but by work. Jack's father's books were Left Club book Agnes Smedley and China (Very different approach to the oriental)

Keith's talk Prof reveals to him meaning of Welsh - Destruction of temples, destruction of Jerusalem, destruction of world Huge ideas in another language that speaks to his life. 
Keith in cemetery fenced by what brought them there. 

Parody of How Green was my Valley.  Shift to present. 
the problems of squaring socialist ideals with being a 'good company man' and going out to Saudi Arabia. So there's nowhere good in terms of ideals.

Geography IS history Mappa Mundi - 'the old geography' with Jerusalem at the centre 



DISCUSSION ISSUES 


· language (communication, authority, inheritance)
· space – home and away - questions of the domestic, of maps – what at the centre?
· time – seasonal / industrial
· the family
· the patriarchal father


· alternative masculine scripts
· biological imperative 
· human agency and emasculation (esp in 1979)
· questions of history, what kind of history 
· writing – past and present
· general structure of the novel

