Is There Such Thing as a Single Christianity? Give Reasons in Support of Your Answer.
In short, the answer to this question is no, there is no such thing as a single Christianity. I would like to explore the reasons why this is in my essay.
The idea of there being multiple Christianities is not a modern one since even in the days of early Christianity there were multiple different Christian groups such as Nazarenes, Adamites and Arianism. There were 3 prominent branches of Christianity during its beginning, around 1AD. These three branches were Pauline Christianity, Gnostic Christianity and Jewish Christianity. Jewish Christianity was made up of Jewish people who believed that Jesus of Nazareth was their Messiah. They would continue their Jewish traditions along with this belief, meaning that their only difference between Jews and Jewish Christians at the time was that Jewish Christians did believe that Jesus was the Messiah and Jews did not. The Pauline Christianity tradition is the belief in the writings and teachings of Paul the Apostle. The final of the main three beliefs at this time is Gnostic Christianity. Gnostic Christianity is typically not seen as actual Christianity due to how different the beliefs are to other forms and branches of Christianity. They believe that Mary Magdalene is the first and greatest apostle, they also believe that he was Jesus’ wife. As well as there being many branches of Christianity in the early days there are so many more today, according to The Atlas of Global Christianity there are “some 41,000 denominations”[footnoteRef:1]. The main 5 denominations are Roman Catholic, Protestant, Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox and Anglican. Each of these denominations have their own individual set of beliefs. The belief that all Christian groups must share is that Jesus is the Messiah. This view began in John 14:6 where it says “Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”” This quote means that no matter what you believe, to be a Christian and to have eternal life in Heaven one must proclaim that Jesus is Lord. However, despite this belief, Christians from all denominations have varying beliefs of what can get you into Heaven. Some of these beliefs include religious sacraments. Roman Catholics have 7 religious sacraments that they believe lead you to God. These are; Baptism (christening), Confirmation, Holy Eucharist, Penance (confession), Extreme Unction (anointing of the sick), Ordination, Matrimony (marriage). The sacraments that Roman Catholics believe should be performed by all people are the sacraments of baptism, confirmation, Holy Eucharist and penance. However it is not absolutely necessary for all Roman Catholics to achieve every single one of these sacraments as sometimes it is not possible for them to do so but this does not mean you will automatically go to Hell since it is believed in the Roman Catholic tradition that there is a place between Heaven and Hell called Limbo and this is a place where it allows people who didn’t have a chance to fulfil these sacraments to achieve penance and forgiveness from God who will then allow them into Heaven once it has been achieved. Limbo does not exist in most other Christian traditions.  [1:  Todd M. Johnson, Kenneth R. Ross The Atlas of Global Christianity: Its Findings, 2010 <http://www.edinburgh2010.org/en/resources/papersdocumentsd4bd.pdf> [Accessed 16th November 2018]
] 

There are many people throughout history who also say that there is no such thing as a single Christianity and that there must be multiple Christianities instead. Some of these people are Hans Kung, John Hick, John de Gruchy, Stephen Sykes and Linda Woodhead[footnoteRef:2]. All of these people in some way believed that there is more than one form of Christianity in existence. Hick believed that people should say ‘Christian Tradition’ rather than saying ‘Christianity’ due to the fact that there are lots of denominations with multiple belief systems meaning that to bring them all together and associate them all as one Christianity would be incorrect but to refer to the things that are done within these different denominations as things that are done within Christian tradition, rather than things that are done in Christianity would be a more appropriate way of speaking about it due to how different things can be between denominations. For example there are many churches that do not participate in full body baptism.  [2:  In lecture] 

With there being so many denominations and so many different beliefs it then makes sense to ask about what actually counts as a Christian? Mormons are often brought up in this debate since they have multiple beliefs that are very different from what is traditionally believed to be Christianity. Mormons would class themselves as Christians[footnoteRef:3] as they believe in Jesus Christ as the Messiah and have other beliefs that most other denominations have however they also believe in The Book of Mormon – which they believe to be a third testament of the Holy Bible. They do call themselves The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints which would imply that they are Christians since they are followers of Jesus. Many people would disagree with the fact that Mormons are able to call themselves Christian, however. Richard Land is one of these people, he says that “"Whatever it is, Mormonism is not Christianity," He also says "They do not believe in the doctrine of the Trinity, they do not believe in God the Father as he is recognized in the orthodox Christian faith, and they believe that 'As man now is, God was once.' The only thing right about that sentence from the orthodox Christian perspective is the punctuation." Richard Land refers to Mormonism as ‘The fourth Abrahamic faith’. He compares the religion to Islam in the sense that they both believe the Old and New Testament are not the divine word but that they are still sacred texts and they both have prophets (Islam has Muhammed and Mormons have Joseph Smith) that they believe to have direct connections with God and that they have authority over His word. The Methodist branch of Christianity also believe that Mormons are not actual Christians since they do not “fit within the bounds of the historic, apostolic tradition of Christian faith”[footnoteRef:4]. [3:  The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, What is Christianity?, <https://www.mormon.org/beliefs/what-does-it-mean-to-be-christian> [Accessed 16th November 2018]]  [4:  Daniel Burke, Are Mormons Christian? It's complicated, 2012 <https://www.christiancentury.org/article/2012-01/are-mormons-christian-its-complicated> [Accessed 16th November 2018]] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]To conclude, I would like to use a quote from Martin Marty[footnoteRef:5] who said “I wish there was some official place where you could determine who's in and who's out, but there's not. No one can speak for all of Christianity in all its nuances." Because yes there are many different branches and denominations of Christianity with all kinds of different beliefs and traditions and sacraments and so on but there is not an official way to determine what actually counts as being a Christian and what does not. There are arguments for both sides such as there being only one thing to class a person as a Christian and that is their belief that Jesus Christ is the Messiah and then there are others who will say that this is not the case as there are many other things to factor into whether or not a person can call themselves a Christian such as if they believe in the Holy Trinity. This is why I began my essay by stating that there is a very simple answer to the title question which is no there is not such thing as a single Christianity because if you attempt to squeeze every single one of the supposed 41,000 different denominations into one single religious practice you will end up with a lot of angry theologians and back at the start of this whole debate. [5:  Daniel Burke, Are Mormons Christian? It's complicated, 2012 <https://www.christiancentury.org/article/2012-01/are-mormons-christian-its-complicated> [Accessed 16th November 2018]] 
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