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Yr Iaith Ar Daith
Task 1
During PTE, I was placed in a year two class; this class consisted of all of the youngest children in year two some of which needed a lot of extra support and guidance. The story that I choose to read to the children was ‘Teddy Tut ar y fferm’. The rationale behind the decision of this story was due to the children’s current topic being based around different animals and places that the animals live in. The intentions of the book that the children are developing their oracy through the ‘my turn your turn’ practice. The children will also be developing their knowledge and understand via the use of questions, the questions will be quite simple as the children need to develop their oracy and memory, while the children are doing this they are also developing their memory. The type of language that the story will offer will be simple average Welsh standard language where the children will focus on the names of animals and the colour of the different animals. The main question asked throughout the story will be ‘pa lliw’? The resources I have prepared for the children involve a small game of ‘guess who’. Within the game, the children will be guessing the different types of animals using the cards that they’ve got using the key words, describing what they look like using the different colours for example if the animal was a pig (mochyn) the child would describe the pig as pinc, mawr, braster etc… 
Word count: 250




Task 2 (10 mins long) – song in last 2 mins.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K3AoPz5pGLI&feature=youtu.be














Task 3
The objective of this activity was for the children to develop their oracy skills regarding the aspect of Welsh through using different questioning techniques. The book chosen has been read to the children previously and as the topic was animals for the term, I thought it would be a good idea to develop the children’s knowledge of animals in Welsh. As I am not very confident with my Welsh speaking I noticed myself asking the same question quite a lot, this was ‘pa lliw?’ I feel as I was repeating myself quite a lot, the children were catching onto the next question and they had their hands up before I had asked the question and they knew the activity. These questioning techniques were all very basic just to develop the children’s oracy as the main topic was animals. I should have had more of a presence in front of the children as I feel that I panicked myself with the camera. The behavior of the children was not their best due to one of the children’s private life issues also it is known to the children that when child 1 has a tantrum or starts to play up there is a small group of children who tend to bounce off this child and the bad behavior then spreads. I felt like I dealt with this situation quite well. Although the behavior was busy, the children did seem to catch on with the book and the questions quite well. 
Throughout the focus on the oracy of the children I focused on different aspects of the (Government, 2015) Foundation Phase curriculum the aim was for the children to ‘express opinions, giving reasons, and provide appropriate answers to questions’ this is part of the year 2 curriculum coverage part of the oracy coverage. The children asked and answered questions throughout the reading. The next year two skill that I wanted to focus on ‘prepare and ask a variety of questions, e.g. ‘Who?’, ‘What?’, ‘Why?’, ‘When?’ and ‘How?’ for a variety of purposes and to clarify understanding’ this was one of the focus points although the children didn’t ask a variety of questions in Welsh this part of the activity could have been improved with more questions and the children asking more questions as well. During the activities, one of which was a song I focused on ‘use rhythm and rhyme to create more detailed chants, rhymes and poems’. The only part of this aspect of the curriculum I focused on was the rhyme as the song was a rhyme as well as a song as the verses all rhymed and also the song doesn’t have to be sang it can be spoken with rhythm.  As the activity went on I tried to get the children to join in and repeat what I am saying, this was mainly in the song. This part of the curriculum is ‘join in, repeat or memorize rhymes, songs show understanding of what they have heard by asking questions to find out more information’. Through repeating certain aspects that are going to be important to a child it sinks more into the child’s brain. 
One of the techniques I used was sandwiching, this is where you say the Welsh, then the English and then the welsh again so that the children understand what is being asked of them, (Butzkamm & Caldwing, 2011) states that ‘through sandwiching of the translation of texts the students are led to repeat the line directly after the foreign language stimulus’ this suggests that children can learn quite well via the use of sandwiching as the repeated words are the words that the children are being reminded of. These words are imported into the child’s brain as if something is repeated to a child or any individual in that matter. According to B.F Skinner (1935) ‘Behavior which is reinforced tends to be repeated (i.e., strengthened); behavior which is not reinforced tends to die out-or be extinguished’ this supports my evidence of the use of sandwiching and repeating important information. This is then ensured to stay in a child’s long term memory. It is proven that if something is repeated to any individual enough times a certain amount of times per day over a week’s period, that individual will then remember that information for a long time, this was proposed by Atkinson-Shiffrin.
 A game of ‘guess who’ via the language of Welsh was used as the main activity as well as a song. This was aimed to engage the children; According to social learning theory, ‘behaviors can be learned through observation and modeling’, for example the children are watching the movement of my mouth and they are coping what I am saying in order for the children to learn the different phonic sounds in Welsh, I am also giving away little hints as I am doing it, so for example little hand gestures and giving away little clues to the children in order for the learners to understand, I did this in game of guess who, in the game of guess who, this to the children was called ‘pwy ydy hyn’ in the game there was different animals which the children had to describe in welsh using the different colours and actions (this part wasn’t recorded as it was done later on in the day.) In the game of guess who the children responded very well as they all took part and seemed to enjoy the concept of acting out the action of the pig. The children had a picture of an animal in front of them with a word mat with all the different colours on it to help support the children. This had all of the colours on the mat of the animals so it was part of the children being able to identify what colour they could see and being able to tell their partner what it was. The children also had to describe how the animal that they had chosen for their character was feeling so for example dw I’n hapus or dw I’n drist.
In the song, I got the children to all join in as I was saying the words while asking one of the children to come up the front to join me while I said it, at the end of the first try the children nearly all gave me a high five, this was a form of praise to get the children to try harder the next time praise is a large part of a child’s learning as they feel rewarded after doing something good. This makes the child feel good about themselves B.F Skinner (1939) believes that children learn best through the use of positive reward. According to (Mooney, 2015) ‘He believed that positive reinforcement was successful within children’s education as it encouraged them to try their best and complete work to their best potential.’  The second time the children all came out the front and did it with me, I found that this worked better as the children all joined in more and they all seemed to enjoy more, all of the children were then rewarded at the end of the video with one dojo each for participating and trying their best.
Bandura’s theory of attachment supports the model of work that I partook with the children, the theory of conditioning children for example one of the methods that Bandura used with the ‘Bobo doll’ experiment was where an adult entered the room and started vigorously punching the doll, within the time that the adult had left the room the child had then modeled and copied what the adult had done, this a classical form of conditioning. (McLoed, 2016)

For the next time I will improve my performance in front of the children by being more amusing and enthusiastic regarding reading a book, I will also have to practice more over the book as I noticed that I did not know all of the words that I needed to know, some words I also forgot how to say properly. When I am next going to read a book in Welsh I would like to practice more so that I have more questions rather than just ‘pa lliw’ and I would like to use more techniques as well as sandwiching. Although I think there is a lot to improve on I think that I have improved a lot the past two years. I think as one of the children was being quite busy I feel like I handled it quite well although it did interrupt the activity quite a lot, over all I think the activity went okay but there are definitely aspects for development.
Word count: 1545
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