				Policing Terrorism Assignment 2

This is an essay all about the effectiveness of how the public and emergency services respond to terrorism and specific terrorist incidents. This essay will be including a critical analysis of how the United Kingdom responded to the terrorist events not just as the events occurred but what was put into place to better prepare for similar events to transpire. This essay will be discussing a specific terrorist event that displays the effect it had on the UK and what the required services did to help those who needed it and how those required services worked with each other to reach that common goal. The reason why the main topic of discussion resolves around the UK specifically is because the public and emergency services have many ways of responding to terrorism that vary from the ways that the rest of the world would respond. 
It is well known that all the public services do what they can in order to make the world a better place and to protect the people, they are sent out to a list of different situations in many different locations in order to and ensure the public’s safety. How this links to terrorism is that terrorist events can happen anywhere and anytime but there have been changes to better handle and mainly prevent terrorist incidents from happening. Unfortunately, many terrorist events have been impossible to foresee, and all the public services can do is their best to help those who need emergency services. It is most definitely one of the hardest parts of being in the public services to fail those they aim to protect but as mentioned earlier, acts of terrorism can happen when people least expect it. What the UK police services attempt to accomplish in order to better prevent terrorist events from happening is ensuring that all communities need to have trust in UK policing and that the acts of counter terrorism are trusted by those communities. ‘They have a proud history of community engagement, and the success of Counter Terrorism Policing – just like other areas of policing – relies on the trust, confidence and support of all communities’ (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2022.).
When it comes to events of terrorism, all the emergency services are sent to help those in need at the scene of the incident but there will always be a various degree of time that they take to get there. Sometimes the time it takes to get to the injured people can be long or short but that all comes down to the time and place that an attack occurs. The key is that it all depends on the time and place because certain areas are harder to get to than others such as busy and compact places. What the government have deeply focused on is not always preventing such attacks but preparing the services for when they fail to prevent a terrorist event. ‘Preparation is always a key component to prevent, mitigate, control and recover from an emergency. Terrorist attacks are not an exception’ (NIOSH, 2018). 
It is vitally important that different services collaborate with each other to ensure that preparation is as efficient and ultimately beneficial as possible. An example of how different services are collaborating to prevent and prepare for future terrorist attacks would be with the previously mentioned counter terrorism policing organisation, they are known to be working ‘with other emergency services, local and national government departments and the military. This helps us understand the way each organisation works so we can come together for a major incident and act as one’ (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2022.). One important thing to consider with discussing the collaborations is that with most if not all terrorist events require a specific set of services to better help those in need. An example of this is that the police are there to mainly stop those who intend to cause harm to the innocent and provide a form of medical aid if necessary. While the police force are doing their best to protect, other services like the ambulance services are there solely to help the injured and transport them to receive better medical aid to ultimately save lives that would be lost without the services. 
An event that is very relevant and beneficial when discussing responses to terrorism is the London 7/7 bombings. The London bombings was a set of terrorist attacks that occurred on the 7th of July 2005 and was known as ‘the largest mass casualty event in the United Kingdom since World War II’ (Brewin, 2008). The basic facts of the attacks include the information that there were 4 bombs that detonated in total and that the attackers aimed to detonate mostly in synchronisation, although the fourth and final bomb detonation happened nearly two hours after the previous attacks. All but one of the attackers was born in the UK and all attackers died directly following the explosions. It was also said that the 7/7 bombings were linked with the terrorist group known to most as Al-Qaeda and at this time the Al-Qaeda were famously known for their malicious attacks against the west and the unfortunate tragedy that is 9/11. ‘The attackers were motivated by Islamic extremism, and Khan recorded a video prior to carrying out the attacks in which he praised Al-Qaeda founder Osama bin Laden’ (Hayden, 2017). The terrorist attack led to the deaths of 52 people which does not include the attackers and the attack also led to a further 775 people who were injured as a result. 
To discuss the responses to this particular event, it is important to discuss the problems that occurred when deploying different services to the scenes. It was vitally important for the emergency services to be sent out as stated that there were multiple deaths and even more injuries that needed to be seen and dealt with. People needed to be transported to the nearest hospitals to get the help necessary but there was found to be an issue with sending ambulances to Tavistock Square as there was a 52-minute delay which led to more lives being lost and injuries worsening and ultimately leading to the attacker’s success. ‘Records show it was nearly an hour after the explosion before more ambulances were sent to treat the seriously wounded’ (Press Association, 2011). It was also found that there were issues with helping the wounded in Aldgate tunnel, it was difficult for the police to get underground and help those in need because of the rules they had to follow. At the time the police were unable to use their radios underground which means that communications would have been compromised which would have led to further issues, but it was found that the police should have gone in to help regardless as lives were on stake and would have been saved a lot sooner. 
As a result of the issues with response times and technology limits, the events that occurred that day led to the services having reviews taking place to improve on the problems that they had faced when getting to those in need. When discussing the public services, it is evident that there are always improvements that can be made, which can lead to better responses to attacks such as the 7/7 bombings. Though one issue that to this day needs to be improved on is the lack of staff within the services. To link this with the 7/7 attacks is that the emergency services could not send out as many staff as they wanted.  This is because it is also important to keep staff behind because there could be another incident at any time. ‘Staff shortages put huge strain on those who remain as they try to plug the gaps, fuelling excessive workloads and long-working hours’ (TUC, 2022). With more staff for all the services it is evident that there will be more people to help and save those whose lives are at stake at such events. What the responsible services found was that they ‘should develop baseline measures in every community. The measurements will help policymakers identify which communities need to improve their coordination before a crisis occurs’ (Strom, Eyerman, 2008).
It is also evident that with every terrorist attack that happens in the UK especially with the chosen event discussed that after the tragedy the public services and counter terrorism forces aim to prevent and prepare for similar attacks from potentially reoccurring. The relevant services ensure that their tactics and strategies to preventing attacks are specific to past events and how those attacks were successful and how best to oppose the routines that attackers go through to commence their assault. 
One general response to terrorism that specifically the Metropolitan police had was to ensure the public are aware of the variables that can cause a terrorist event or even to be able to foresee a terrorist attack before they occur. The Met police gave tips to the public such as ‘Crowded places, events, public transport, and iconic locations throughout the country are some examples of locations that could be potential targets for terrorists’ and looking ‘for anything that seems out of the ordinary’ (Metropolitan Police, n.d.). It is very clear as to why they would announce these to the public to in a way give them the power to prevent an attack and seeing that the general public would want to do that, stating this will be beneficial. ‘Members of the public can help to prevent terrorism by being alert to possible suspicious activities’ (MI5 Security Service, n.d.).
The general public response to terrorism has been extremely negative throughout time and it can very much depend on which country or community of the public is being discussed. What this means is that certain countries or groups of people become aware of such tragedies and events of terrorism and thus the creation of stereotypes occur. If a group of terrorists go by a certain set of beliefs or are a different colour to the public discussed, then it is known that if a person goes by the same set of beliefs or happens to be the same colour are also terrorists whether they are innocent or not there are certain members of the public who automatically see them as potential terrorists themselves which is one of the flaws of humanity today. ‘One disadvantage is that it makes us ignore differences between individuals; therefore we think things about people that might not be true’ (McLeod, 2017).
Though not only are the public services involved in making efficient responses to terrorism, but it is the UK government that ultimately decide the best courses of action as to what the services should do in order to better prepare and prevent further terrorist attacks. The UK government are able to put different laws and regulations into place to easily spot signs of future attacks and prevent attacks before the attacks are close occurring. The UK government’s responses to terrorism also affects the public image on terrorism as previously mentioned that it helps spot signs of potential attacks from taking place. The responses made by the UK government appeal in different ways to different communities which can sometimes be for the better or worse. An example could be that the group of people who like and intend to potentially commit acts of terrorism can see their end goal coming nearer as a definition of terrorism is to control people using fear and they see that fear and desperation can be spotted from the government when they make announcements and add laws. A further example which proves this statement correct is from the UK Government website which states that ‘Daesh poses a threat to UK national security as it seeks to expand its terror network’ (UK Government, n.d.). 
To conclude this essay, it was found that the emergency services and people who work with counter terrorism organisations are effective for the UK as there have been lives saved due to the efficiency of the emergency and public services and it was also discovered that the counter terrorism measures put into place did benefit the UK as it allowed the general public to be aware of the signs of a potential terrorist attack. 
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