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The Importance of vespecting a childs voice \ ! f/

*For all early years practioners*

.

Introduction.

Thic breifing paper highlighte the importance of early yearc practionere who are working with young children
underctanding different agpecte on why children have their rights alco looke at why a childe voice and
underctanding how cruical it ic to encourage all children and adulte to have their own views and ucing their
voice to exprece how they truely feel.

A childe voice, viewe and opinion mattere. All children and adulte all have righte. Thege righte are in place to
encure the children are able to curvive, develop to their bect ability, encure they are protected and able to
parteipate in decicione that may affect their livec. Thic ic why we have UNCRC which i¢ made up from 42

articles thic are in place to protect all children.

Allowing children to have a voice it supporte and develope their self esteem but alco their self worth as we are
allowing children the oppurtunity to speak for themeelvee by making choices, giving opinions, how they are truly
feeling, the emotions they are having within. All thece factors cupport children being able to develop and learn
and know that they are important and that they feel valued by otherc. That feeling of being valued plays a big
part in a childe leanring and development. Ac children need to expereince feeling confidence thic allowe them to
take ricke through exploring the unknown, being able to actively learn and uce problem colving ckills through

play and thic comee from being able to uce their voice confidentially.

The United Natione Convention on the Righte of the Child ic a worldwide agreement that ic in place <o that it
ic able to cet out the civil, political, econmic, social and cultural righte that every child ic given no matter their
race, reilgin, dicability or abilitiee. (ooking at articles within the UNCRC they have all been created in the bect

interect of the child.
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® Article 12 - Recpect of the viewe of the child.
Every child has the right to exprece their views, feelings and wichec in all matters affecting them, and to have
their views congidered and taken ceriously. Thic right appliec at all times, for example during immigration
proceedings, houcing decicions or the child’c day-to-day home life.
Thic article highlighte very important pointe and explaine children have the right to be lictened to and taken
cerioucly. It explaing that everyome chould encure children are being recpected for uging their voice and
expreccing themselveg.

® Article 23 - children with a dicability.
A child with a dicability hac the right to live a full and decent life with dignity and, ac far as possible,
independence and to play an active part in the community. Governments must do all they can to cupport
dicabled children and their familiec.
Thic article highlighte that children with dicability are not discrimated and are ctill able to have equal
oppurtunities and are ctill given the oppurtunity to use their voice and exprece their views, opinione and feeling
in matters that involve them. Profeccionale in the early yeare cettinge chould encure children have cupport

they need in place to do so.

® Article 31 (leicure, play and culture)
Every child hac the right to relax, play and take part in a wide range of cultural and artistic activities.
This article highlights that all children have the right to play through freedom to exprecs themselvee and the

culture they cupport.

® Article 16 (right to privacy)
Every child has the right to privacy. The law chould protect the child’s private, family and home life, including
protecting children from unlawful attacks that harm their reputation.
Thic article highlighte that children have the right to feel protected and they have their privacy and

confidentiality ic uced ic citutions reqarding the child.

Early years practionere chould encure that thece articles reqarding rights of the children. Implementing them

to a child’¢ day to day life.
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