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[bookmark: _Toc169624975]Introduction 
An assignment will be framed to accumulate pertinent information regarding general act implementation within criminal law. Criminal practices are conducted under varied circumstances. Henceforth implication of the general act signifies a proper direction to develop a code of conduct and ensure a society with less criminal default. Two tasks will be conducted that will present a general as well as argumentative discussion on general acts within criminal law. 
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[bookmark: _d7y9bi1lwyrt][bookmark: _Toc169624976]Task A 
[bookmark: _u0f9s0dgyyiv][bookmark: _Toc169624977]General duty to act in criminal law
General duty comprises public authorities that are liable to execute different functions and possess strong checks on control of discrimination approach, victimisation acts, unlawful conduct harassment and many more. An individual accused of criminal activity possesses the right to aid prosecution and prove the internet of the criminal activity and deliver adequate defence regarding the criminal activity conducted. General defence is delivered to the accused in special circumstances. The situation in which the general duty is implemented within the criminal law has been addressed below.
Automatism:  a criminal activity which has been conducted without full control over it can be considered an automatism scenario and the implication of general duty can be delved into that. Through the implication of automatism, the defendant will receive a scope to prove their partial innocence and evaluate the suffered loss experienced through the voluntary control of the action (Finch and Fafinski, 2021). The defence will fail to receive the amount if the control has been impaired or reduced even if a partial indulgence has been found on it. 
Intoxication: Crime that has been enacted during an intoxicated stage may achieve a general duty implication.  In special scenarios, the scope to mount the case is to prove that the incapability of the accused while carrying out the criminal activity can be performed. Involuntary intoxication is considered the most suitable scenario for incorporating the general duty.  
Mistake: The general defence stage is mounted in case of a lack of adequate knowledge regarding conducting the criminal activity. Reasonable doubt needs proper clarification and genuinely the mistake conducted by the defence needs to be successfully proved to achieve the benefits of general duty. 
Insanity: Adequate mental stability is one of the primary stages where the implication of a general defence mechanism can be incorporated within the criminal law (lexisnexis, 2024). Proper clarification of the ramifications needs to be exhibited by the endeavour to prove the lack of mental stability of the defendant while conducting the criminal offence.  
[bookmark: _ea494htkn346][bookmark: _Toc169624978]Requirements for a crime to be committed by omission
Special requirements that an individual needs to possess to achieve omission of the criminal law have been addressed below.
Legal duty: Imposed legal duties that can be charged based on statutes, voluntary assumptions, contracts and much more need to be sufficed by every individual. Violating the imposed legal act is treated as a failure to act and is considered criminal activity committed through omission (Herring, 2022). 
Breach of duty: An Individual has diverse from the promised code of conduct and thereby breached it is considered a failure to act. Therefore, the breach of any kind of legal duty is prosecuted under implementation of criminal statutory of the UK. 
Mens Rea: The mental stability of the person while conducting criminal practices must be diagnosed. Failure to act is considered to be legally viable within the criminal law of the UK. Henceforth the reckless intention, negligence and many more aspects are concluded within the failure to act. 
Causation: Compact relation must be possessed within the failure to act and the outcome of the harm. Fulfilling the condition of the causation omission ground can be mounted in the case of criminal law. 
Resulting harm: The consequences that can be experienced through omission of the criminal law need to be identified and clearly stated. Identification of the type of crime enacted and the ground on which the omission can be accomplished requires transparent briefing. 
[bookmark: _usbzri6kfwqs][bookmark: _Toc169624979]The statutory duty to act is present
Child protection:  The implication of the Children and Young Persons Act of the UK has ensured proper parental practices and care approach towards innocents. Defaming the code of conduct and casual approach towards the upbringing of the child will be prosecuted with the criminal law of the UK (Macdonald, 2018). 
Health and safety: The Health and Safety Act of the UK has ensured maintaining proper health and safety of the workforce within the workplace. Violating the guidelines of the act and any reported injuries will be charged as criminal activity against the employer.  
Emergency service: Imposed declaration by the government to align the requirement if the emergency is levied through the emergency call. Failure to act according to the imposed statutory will be considered as violating conduct. 
Environmental protection: The Environmental Protection Act 2010 of the UK has imposed several statutory individuals as well as business practices to safeguard environmental safety. The statutory law is imposed within criminal law when the business violates the code of conduct. 
[bookmark: _t0i2bagfixkj][bookmark: _Toc169624980]Contractual/ duty based on office be present
Contractual act
Employment contract: Contract-specified job roles and duties need clear description, violating the description will be considered criminal practices as per the Employment Act of the UK. 
Care contract: Contractual duties that are associated with the nursing home and any other healthcare institution need to serve the public interest adequately. Violating and unlawful practices will be considered criminal conduct. 
Duty act
Public officials: Roles and responsibilities of public officials like police officers, firefighters, transport management and many more possess a sincere responsibility to safeguard the interests of the public. Restraining the core activity and depriving public interest will be treated under criminal practices by the public officials. 
Health care professionals: Appropriate explanation and boundaries of the duty of doctor’s nurses and other associates of the health care professionals have been directed by the UK government law. Unalignment of the stated activity and breach of law will be considered within criminal practices. 
[bookmark: _gbzxpzlgoqir][bookmark: _Toc169624981]A duty to act arises from assumed responsibility
Informal care: Fulfilment of the caregiving activity when it is done in an informal form. A casual approach and taking undue advantage of the helpless situation within the informal care arrangement will be persecuted through criminal law interferences.  
Volunteering assistance: Delivering reasonable care and eliminating the scope of abandoning them has been directed through the statutory framework of the UK. depriving the scenario leads to the emergence of criminal consequences within duty performance (Taylor, 2018). 
Providing shelter: Providing accommodation to the homeless and taking responsibility for them possess certain key responsibility grounds. Henceforth taking care and fulfilment of the welfare activity needs to be aligned to avoid criminal practices.  
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[bookmark: _mhlc7qozi0oj][bookmark: _Toc169624983]Argumentative discussion on the general duty to act within the criminal law of England and Wales
The implication of the general duty act within criminal law possesses varied advantages and disadvantageous factors. Understanding the case law and its significance within England and Wales can create an appropriate elaborate discussion to conclude the discussion. 
Arguments for general duty to act within criminal law
Moral responsibility: Incorporating the general duty will help to strengthen moral expectations and foster better cultural awareness within the society. The initiation of an individual to help others and maintain proper interrelationships within society can be ensured by laying out general duties. For instance, in a case study of R v Gibbins and Proctor 1918 was accused of murder as they failed to feed their child (Durakovic, 2021). Regarding this case highlighting the statutory law and duties aligned within specific relationships has showcased the criminal activity conducted within the case. 
Prevention of harm: The case study of R v Miller 1983 has showcased the devastating scenario that has been imposed on the duty to act. Immediate action needs to be reflected during the critical situation can ensure to save life and protect human beings from injury (lawprof, 2023).  According to the case study fire has been led due to the casualty of Miler who has been liable for taking less responsive measures to extinguish it. 
Arguments against the general duty to act within criminal law
Practical enforcement: Chances of arbitrary as well as unfair prosecution can be enhanced through general duty implication. Lack of reasonable action leads to complex scenarios and makes the judgement procedure face vagueness. According to the case study of R v Smith 1979 judgemental procedure has faced challenges while dealing with the case (Parliament.uk, 2020). The defendant has been addressed as a failure to deliver immediate medical treatment for his wife. A high level of complex scenarios has been raised in solving the case were generating adequate proof that the defendant has committed criminal did according to general duty. 
Individual freedom: Unwanted enforcement to act according to infringement violets personal liberty. According to the case study of R v Instan 1893 the defendant has been accused of showcasing a casual approach regarding the treatment of her aunt (Elliott, 2022). Incorporation of general duty raises the scenario of violation of personal freedom.  
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[bookmark: _jid3r6ralkid][bookmark: _Toc169624984]Conclusion 
Understanding criminal law and its interrelationship with general acts has been demonstrated within the assignment. The two consecutive tasks have concluded varied elements of general acts that are aligned with criminal law. The concept of omission and its key elements within criminal law have been addressed. Statutory acts like child protection, health and safety, contractual acts like employment contracts and many more have been discussed in detail which isolation can be treated as criminal activity. Farther an argumentative discussion has been presented that has showcased varied case studies which have placed both advantages and disadvantages of general act implication within criminal law prosecution. 
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