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For this travel package, the accommodation chosen was the NEOHOSTEL Berlin. There were several accommodation types to consider, including hostels, hotels, AirBnBs, self-catering apartments, and others. After researching, it was found that hostels were the most affordable option, with the NEOHOSTEL Berlin costing only €28 a night, per student (NEOHOSTEL, 2017). It is important to note that there were hostels that were found for a lower nightly rate, such A&O Hostel Berlin, however it is important to note that when it came to pricing these hostels for over 10 adults, the website would show that there was no availability for our chosen dates, making them invalid options (a&o Hostels, 2017). 
We also chose to select an accommodation where breakfast was included, as this helps to provide students with a meal early in the morning and removes the need to purchase breakfast out of their own money, whilst also providing the convenience of eating in the accommodation. However, we chose to select a breakfast only accommodation as opposed to a hostel/hotel where lunch or dinner could be included, as we felt as though this may limit students to dine solely at their hostel, and as a result, offers students more freedom to dine and eat as they please around the city. This also helps lessen the burden of feeling constricted physically to eat at the hostel, as it may be inconvenient to return to the accommodation site in time for dinner after a day out in the city centre as a group.
Regarding public transportation, there were several options when it came to the Berlin WelcomeCard; having three tiers, it required careful consideration when deciding which tier to select for students, as there was quite a significant difference in the pricing. With the basic option costing €28.50, and having the most basic of offerings, and then the second tier costing €62.00 and limiting access to certain elements of the basic tier, but granting access to Museum Island- something not included in the first tier- and the third, most expensive tier limiting access to Museum Island but granting benefits that were not included in other tiers, it certainly took time and patience to consider which was the most beneficial tier for students. Eventually, we agreed that the second tier was the most appropriate for students; at a slightly higher price mark, the Berlin WelcomeCard +Museum Island gave students discounts to several attractions across Berlin, access to public transport across the city, and access to Berlin’s Museum Island (Berlin WelcomeCard, n.d.). 
When choosing excursions for students and staff to embark on, we felt as though it was important for students to engage with culturally sensitive landmarks and excursions, and leaving leisure excursions and niche interests up to the individual. This meant that exhibitions such as museums and galleries, and visiting landmarks such as the remnants of the Berlin Wall (Jenkins, 2022) were compulsory to visit, whilst also making excursions such as the history of Schnapps and a tasting session compulsory due to the deep rooted significance of Schnapps in the German culture and history (Mampe Spirituosen GmbH, 2025). The justification for this is that it is believed that visiting such landmarks as a group helps to cater to a variety of needs, whilst visiting more niche exhibitions- such as Madame Tussauds- would cater to a more specific target audience, thus excluding a certain amount of students on the field trip.

It was important when evaluating how students travelled around the city, that they were doing so ethically and sustainably. Whilst the preferred method of transportation for students would be to walk, as there are several key excursions and landmarks that are within walking and cycling distance of one another, however with the Berlin WelcomeCard, it was important that the public transportation that students could access was environmentally sustainable and. As a result, we selected the Berlin WelcomeCard as it gives students access to both the S-Bahn and the U-Bahn networks, which are akin to London’s Overground and Underground system, covering large expanses of Berlin whilst emitting low fumes and causing minimal, if any, damage to the environment (Osu.edu, 2017).
When considering river cruises for the students to embark on, there were a few factors to consider. We were looking for an option that was long enough, but not too long that it ate into the limited time students had in the city, whilst also remaining affordable for the budget of the trip, and maintaining elements such as refundability if there were to be any mishaps or issues during the fieldtrip that rendered students unable to attend the cruise. As a result, we decided to select the Berlin: 1-Hour City Tour by Boat with Guaranteed Seating, which possessed all of these features. Other options included a 2.5 hour comedy show on a boat down the River Spree, a dinner cruise on the Spree with Prosecco, and a 2.5 hour river cruise of the East Side. We decided that the comedy show was inappropriate as it was more focused on a niche interest as opposed to something broad such as sight seeing, whilst the dinner cruise with Prosecco felt too mature and serious for a group of University students to part-take in. The 2.5 river cruise of the East Side was a viable option, however we felt that it was too much time occupied by exploring a small portion of Berlin by river.

The final package consisted of 6 days in Berlin, flying from London Heathrow at 11:15, into the German capital and arriving at approximately 14:15; this was due to the lack of flights from nearer cities, such as Cardiff or Bristol. These flights came to a total of £168 for students, with this cost covering both a departure and return flight. The arrival day consists of simply luxuriating, before the first full day in the city. 

The second day will commence with breakfast at 8:30, with the group departing from the hostel at 10:00, and utilising the public transport included with their Berlin WelcomeCard to access the city centre. The second day serves as an opportunity for students to explore the city in greater depth; students will have the opportunity to book into a guided tour- covered by the cost of the trip, and is not an additional fee- covering any of the following subjects; The Berlin Food Tour: A Culinary Walk Through Kreuzberg, Hitler’s Third Reich: A Guided Walking Tour of Nazi Berlin & WW2, or the Communist and Socialist Guided Walking Tour. These tours range from 2 hours and 45 minutes to 3 hours and 30 minutes, allowing students time to eat with one another and enjoy the local shopping offerings around the city centre (Walkative!, 2025).

On the third day, students will meet for breakfast at 08:30 for breakfast before departing the hostel at 10:00, in order to travel to Mampe Spirituosen Manufaktur und Ladengeschäft in order to part-take in a 90 minute session covering the history of Schnapps- a drink that is deeply rooted in German history and holds great significance within the culture (Mampe Spirituosen GmbH, 2025). Students will have the opportunity to sample 6 different varieties of Schnapps, whilst also obtaining a 10% discount from the tour in order to shop in the distillery. The cost of the ticket for the tour will be covered by the payment made by students through the university, and those who wish to not drink are also free to skip the alcohol and simply enjoy the historical teachings of the significance of Schnapps in German culture. This will then be followed by a cruise down the River Spree, before splitting to enjoy dinner in individual groups and returning to the hostel.

The fourth day will be treated as a free day for students; students will still have to eat together at approximately 08:30, but from there on out, will be free to engage in excursions of their choice for the day.

The fifth day will see students travelling to Munich to enjoy Oktoberfest, arriving in the city at 13:43 and using public transport to arrive at the festival site. Here, students will be able to enjoy their day independently in small groups, before leaving the festival at 20:21 to travel back to the hostel.

On the sixth day, students will be travelling back to the UK from Berlin; using public transport in the evening to catch the 19:55 flight to arrive in London for 20:50. From London Heathrow, students will retrieve their luggage and board the 21:30 coach back to Swansea, before parting ways at the IQ Campus between 01:00-01:30. 

The total cost for this trip came to £425; with the accommodation costing £122 per student for the 5 nights, and return flights for students totalling out at £168, bringing us so far to a total of £290. The Berlin WelcomeCard costs approximately £54, taking the total up to £344. With miscellaneous costs such as the river cruise (£19pp), the Schnapps distillery tour (£21pp), and insurance (£40pp), this brings the total up to £425. Taith will then cover up to £374 of the expenses with funding. 

For this assignment, between myself and Arwen, I personally worked on the following slides; the trip duration, organisers and branding, introduction, justification of location (Why Berlin?), accommodation and meals, the day by day itinerary, schedule breakdown, key excursions and landmarks included, linking to sustainability, price breakdown, what’s not included, the booking process, and the e-brochure. Some of these were a joint effort between the two of us.
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