[bookmark: _GoBack]What were some of the key transformations engendered by the French Revolution, and what was the cultural impact of these transformations (e.g. in e.g. art, literature, philosophy, the experience of everyday life)?
The images and ideas that Europe has taken into its culture, such as the storming of the Bastille on the 14th July 1789 and the declaration of the rights of man during the French Revolution mark what is called the first “Popular Revolution” in modern history.[footnoteRef:1] This essay will discuss the major changes brought about by the French revolution and the cultural effects of these changes. To discuss the changes brought about by the French Revolution we must discuss the state of France prior to the revolution and what brought about the revolution. France had been ruled since 15th Century by two dynasties (The Valois Dynasty and the Bourbon Dynasty). Kings of France believed in the “divine right of kings” which meant they believed themselves to be the representatives of God and they also ruled as ‘absolute’ Monarchs which meant their actions were not restricted by any written laws or by any customs. The French Social order consisted of three estates; The first estate consisted of Clergy, the second estate consisted of Nobility and the third estate who were the remainder of the population in France.[footnoteRef:2] The next section of this essay will look at the crises that France was suffering from during 1789 these crises are the Economic Crisis, the Social Crisis and the Political Crisis. The major changes that this essay will discuss from the French Revolution are the formation of the National Assembly, the Declaration of France as a Republic; and the trial of Louis XVI (known during his trial as Louis Capet). [1:  David Andress, French Society in Revolution: 1789 - 1799 (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2009 [1999]), p. 1.]  [2:  Andress, French Society in Revolution, p. 12.] 

France in 1789 was suffering from crises on three fronts. Firstly, the Economic Crisis due to the fact France was nearing bankruptcy. This came about due to King Louis XV extravagant spending and due to the war debt accumulated through the involvement in the 7 years war this debt was also increased by King Louis XVIs support for the Rebels in America’s war of independence. The result of this debt became an increase in taxation and the burden of taxation in France solely fell to the 3rd estate. Many Historians such as George Lefebvre, George Rude and Denis Richet among many others believe that the debt that France suffered was purely a ‘trigger’ for the French revolution and did not see it as an ongoing fuel for the revolution.[footnoteRef:3] The second crisis France faced was the Social crisis, as for 2 consecutive years in 1788 and 1789 the grain crops had failed. An average worker in France would spend 50% of his wages on bread, after the two years of failed crops this would rise to 88%.3 This exacerbated the poverty of the 3rd estate along with the burden of taxation. What took place next was the Bread riots of 1789 which resulted in the Storming of The Bastille on 14 July 1789. The Bastille, a medieval fortress in Paris viewed by many as a symbol of the Monarchy, was deemed a place for the jobless, angry and starving 3rd estate to vent their anger at. Lastly the third crisis France suffered from was the Political crisis, in 1789 the Monopoly of power & wealth was in the hands of the French Monarchy along with the 1st Estate and 2nd Estate. This was no longer deemed tenable by the 3rd Estate, and resulted in the meeting of the estates general in 5 May 1789 in which elected representatives of all 3 estates convened to discuss the social crisis in France. The despair felt by the 3rd estate at the outcome of the estates general resulted in the formation of the National Assembly on 17 June 1789.[footnoteRef:4] [3: Lisa Bramen, ‘When Food Changed History: The French Revolution’, Smithsonian.com, 14 July 2010 https://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/when-food-changed-history-the-french-revolution-93598442/ [Accessed 10 November 2017]]  [4:  William Doyle, The Oxford History of the French Revolution (Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1990) p. 105.] 

The formation of the National Assembly in 1789 by the 3rd estate became a major change in French Politics. This was now a rejection of their original position as purely one of the 3 estates and meant France as a nation now had a body that represented it with a constitutional position. Up until this point the they had just advised king and agreed to the suggestions he made.[footnoteRef:5] Three days after the formation of the National Assembly on 20 June 1798 the normal meeting hall of the assembly had been closed, When the deputies discovered this they feared a conspiracy against them, they relocated to a nearby tennis court and vowed to stay until a constitution had been approved for France.[footnoteRef:6] This scene brought about an important piece of art from the revolution, entitled ‘The Tennis Court Oath’ painted in 1791 by Jacques-Louis David. The picture shows many of the revolutions influential people including Maximillian Robespierre, Abbe Emmanuel Joseph Sieyes, Jean-Sylvain Bailly.[footnoteRef:7] [5:  Andress, French Society in Revolution, p. 56.]  [6:  Andress, French Society in Revolution, p. 56.]  [7:  University of Oregon, ‘The Tennis Court Oath’ (n.d.) http://pages.uoregon.edu/dluebke/301ModernEurope/TennisCourtOath.html [Accessed 15 November 2017]] 

During July 1789 most major towns in France moved from the old regime institutions, and instead adopted either power sharing or total takeovers by forms of revolution.[footnoteRef:8] This along with the continuation of the bread riots culminated in the storming of the Bastille on the 14 July 1789. “The night of August 4 is one of the great dates of the Revolution” “It Marked one of the great stages in the revolutionary movement, and it determined the character of the period which follows it.”[footnoteRef:9] The reaction to the civil unrest by the National Assembly was the 4 August 1789.[footnoteRef:10] The outcome of the overnight meeting of the 4th August was the Abolition of Feudalism which a week later gave us a revised decree, this included the removal of aristocratic privileges, the abolition of church tithes, the removal of the exemptions from taxation for the 1st and 2nd estates, abolished the sale of public offices (as up until this point places in government were purchasable) and the abolishment of the ‘Absolute’ Monarchy that was in place, and in turn replaced it with a more constitutional Monarchy.[footnoteRef:11] Shortly after the Abolishment of feudalism, while continuing work on the writing a new constitution, following a period of debate the National Assembly agreed that the constitution would be preceded by the ‘Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen’.[footnoteRef:12] Decreed on the 26 August 1789, the basic concept of the declaration was that all “men are born and remain free and equal in rights” (Article 1), the rights were chosen as the rights of liberty, private property,  the impregnability of the person and their resistance to oppression (Article 2), All people were equal in the eyes of the law and had the right to partake in the legislation, (Article 6), Nobody was to be arrested without a legal proclamation (Article 7), All citizens entitled to religious freedom (Article 10), Freedom of Speech is safeguarded (Article 11).[footnoteRef:13] “It is difficult to overstate the impact of the French Revolution. The Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen, first drafted in 1789, stands, along with the American Bill of Rights, as a foundation document for the assertion of universal human right.”[footnoteRef:14]  [8:  Andress, French Society in Revolution, p. 59.]  [9:  Peter Kropotkin, The Great French Revolution: 1789-1793, (New York: Cosimo inc, 2009[1927]), p. 118.]  [10:  Andress, French Society in Revolution, p. 61.]  [11: Jennifer Llywellyn and Steve Thompson, ‘The August 4th Abolition of Feudalism (1789)’, Alphahistory.com, 2015, http://alphahistory.com/frenchrevolution/august-4th-abolition-of-feudalism-1789/ [Accessed 15 November 2017]]  [12:  Andress, French Society in Revolution, p. 62.]  [13:  Gregory Fremont-Barnes, Encyclopaedia of the Age of Political Revolutions and Ideologies: 1760-1815 (Westport, Greenwood Press, 2007), pp. 191-193.]  [14:  Paul Hanson, The A to Z of the French Revolution (Plymouth, Scarecrow Press, 2007), p. 2.] 

Another key transformation that was engendered by the French revolution was the declaration of France as a Republic on 22 September 1792. On 21 June 1791 King Louis XVI and his wife Marie Antoinette attempted to flee Paris (in what is known as the flight to Varennes) in an attempt to get to Bouille and rely on the loyalist forces there.[footnoteRef:15] However the King and his wife were captured in Varennes-en-Argonne, after being recognised by Jean-Baptiste Drouet, they were returned to Paris where they were both placed under house arrest.[footnoteRef:16] King Louis XVI was arrested and imprisoned 13 August 1972 and by 22 September 1792 France was declared a republic and the Monarchy  abolished. The king has all his honours and his titles removed and from this point on was known as Louis Capet. The trial of Louis Capet took place on 11 December 1792, a Guilty verdict and a sentence to death was delivered on 15 January 1793. Louis Capet was beheaded by means of Guillotine on 21 January 1793.[footnoteRef:17] During the French Revolution, after two years The National Assembly became the Legislative Assembly and after only 1 year it became the National Convention. During 1791 the Legislative assembly had developed one faction known as the Girondins led by Marquis de Condorcet, and by the time of the National Convention another faction called the Montagnards led by Maximillian Robespierre who were decidedly more left-wing and radical than their counterparts. However, both factions opposing the monarchy. After the death of Louis Capet the majority of the National Convention was held by the Girondins. On 2nd June 1793 the Montagnards along with 20,000 Parisians held the National convention to ransom and demanded that the Girondins were ‘kicked out’ of the convention, after much deliberation the Girondins were expelled from the convention.[footnoteRef:18] The next period in French history became what is known as the ‘Reign of Terror’ when Maximillian Robespierre and the Monatagnards assumed power of the National Convention. The reign of terror had a massive effect of the daily lives of the French people. On 17 September 1793 the Jacobins passed the ‘Law of Suspects’ and in October the Montagnard government brought the Decree of Emergency Government. This gave the government the authority to end the rights of peacetime and legal safeguards. This also enabled the government to use pressure and violence. The result of this meant Sans-Culottes created armed militias who searched out counter-revolutionaries. During this period of time an enormous number of deaths were sentenced; 2,639 in Paris and 16,594 in France alone being the official numbers. While other historians such as Jean-Clement Martin suggest that this number could easily be 250,000.[footnoteRef:19]  [15:  Francois-Claude-Amour de Bouille, Memoirs (Paris, 1821), p. 223.]  [16:  Darius Von Guttner, Nelson Modern History: The French Revolution (Victoria, Cengage Learning Australia, 2015), pp. 132-133.]  [17:  Jennifer Llywellyn and Steve Thompson, ‘The Trial and Execution of Louis XVI’ alphahistory.com, 2015, http://alphahistory.com/frenchrevolution/trial-execution-of-louis-xvi/ [Accessed 16 November 2017]]  [18:  Jennifer Llywellyn and Steve Thompson, ‘The Montagnards and Girondins’ alphahistory.com, 2015, http://alphahistory.com/frenchrevolution/girondins-and-montagnards/ [Accessed 16 November 2017]]  [19:  Marisa Linton, ‘Robespierre and The Terror’, History Today, 8 August 2006, http://www.historytoday.com/marisa-linton/robespierre-and-terror [Accessed 16 November 2017]] 

The split in the National Convention between the Girondins and Montagnards lay grounds for many of the Enlightened thinkers of the time to the forefront such as Maximillian Robespierre and Marquis de Condorcet, it also lay way for many artists, “For example, no less than four artists sat on the benches of the National Convention”[footnoteRef:20] the most famous of the artists from the French revolution being a friend of Maximillian Robespierre and Montagnards supporter Jacques-Louis David who painted the Famous Tennis Court Oath and the Death of Marat. A popular form of writing during the period of the Girondins and Montagnards was speech writing which brought forward Jean Paul Marat (Who was murdered by Girondins supporter Charlotte Corday, which later was painted by Jacques-Louis David). [20:  David L Dowd, ‘Art as National Propaganda in the French Revolution’, Public Opinion Quarterly, August 1951, Vol. 15, No. 3, p. 536.] 

In conclusion to this essay the key transformations discovered through research into the French Revolution are the formation of the National Assembly by the enlightened thinkers of the 3rd estate, which brought the Abolition of Feudalism along with the Declaration of the rights of man, it also abolished the Absolute Monarchy and for a time introduced a constitutional Monarchy before the complete removal of the Monarchy and the declaration of France as a Republic. It can unanimously be said that the beginning of the Revolution was never intent on the formation of a French Republic but simply wished for a fair and Just constitutional monarchy which had to listen and provide for its nation. These key moments can be argued that they not only had a huge cultural impact at the time on people lives, it can also be argued that the French Revolution was one of the key periods in history if not the most key period in history that laid the foundations for human rights and shaped the politics of Europe for decades ahead.
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