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                                A Brief History of Pharmacy Services in the UK (United Kingdom)
The history of the UK pharmacy begins with the foundation of the pharmaceutical Society of Great Britian in 1841. In that year William Allen who became the first president, moved a resolution that ‘an Association be now formed under the title of the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britian.’ By the end of 1841 the new Society had around 800 members and by May 1842 nearly 2000 members. The rise of the multiple chemists stemmed for legal proceedings against the London and Provincial Supply Association. The pharmacy and poison Act of 1868 stated, ‘from and after 31 December 1868 it shall be unlawful for any person to sell dispensing or compounding medicines or to assume or use the title chemist or pharmacist in any part of Great Britian unless such person be registered under this Act’. In 1880 the House of Lords ruled that the word ‘person’ under the 1868 Act did not include corporate bodies. This means that companies could not only use restricted titles but could sell poison if they were sold by qualified persons(bshp.org). By 1946, 24 million workers were covered by national Insurance. The National Health Service, introduced on the 5 July 1948, made the service available for everyone. Prescription went up in 1947 to 250 million in 1949. The General Pharmaceutical council now regulates pharmacist, Pharmacy technicians, and Pharmacy premises in Great Britian (General Pharmaceutical Council, 2024).    
 Royal Pharmaceutical Society (2024) History of the Royal Pharmaceutical Society. Available at: https://www.rpharms.com (Accessed: 20 July 2026)
. NHS England (2024) Pharmacy first. Available at: https://www.england.nhs.uk/Primary-care/pharmacy/pharmacy-first/ (Accessed: 20 July2026).
 General Pharmaceutical Council (2024) What we do. Available at: https://www.pharmacyregulation.org (Accessed: 20 July 2026)
Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britian (1868) Pharmacy Act 1868.London: HMSO
[image: ]
Two challenges face by the pharmacy Service
. A severe shortage of medicine.
.  lack of enough funding          
 Conclusion: Pharmacy Services in the UK play a pivotal role in prevention and public health. Community pharmacies are one of the most frequented health care settings in the UK with there presence on most high street throughout the UK and many rural communities and places we shop and can be access very easily daily when doing shopping 



Current Function of the pharmacy in the UK (United Kingdom)
UK Pharmacy act as the first port of call for minor ailments, pharmacist is trained to independently prescribe medications, with services expanding to contraception, blood pressure case finding and medication reviews. They are integrated in the NHS system to better manage chronic diseases and ease burden on general practice.


 Pharmacy services in the UK
.  NHS LFD Test supply Service
.  Pharmacy First
.  NHS Discharge Medicine Service
.  NHS Community Pharmacy Blood pressure check
.  NHS Community Pharmacy smoking service
.  NHS Pharmacy contraception Service
.  NHS Meningococcal B Vaccination Service
NHS England (2024) Pharmacy first. Available at: NHS England-Pharmacy first (Accessed:20 July 2026)
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 An Explanation of Pharmacy Services in the UK
Pharmacy services are a range of Health Care services provided by licenced Pharmacists to help patients use medicine safely and effectively. Pharmacists are trained Health Care Professional responsible for dispensing medications. They work closely with other Health Care Professionals such as GP and hospitals, care homes and other health care professionals to improve patient health, prevent illness, promote the safe use of medications.

            Current functions of pharmacy in the United Kingdom (UK) cont.

1. Dispensing medicines:       Accurately prepare and supply medicines. check
                                                 prescription, interaction and appropriate dosage
2. Providing clinical services:    Review patients’ medicines to ensure they are ok.
                                             Support people with long term conditions such as asthma
                                                      Prescribe medicines where qualified.
3. Promoting public health:   provide vaccinations (e.g., flu and COVID-19)
                                       Support sexual health services and emergency contraception
4. Managing minor illness:  treat common conditions such as sore throat, ear infection
                                                         Insect bites and skin conditions
5. Health screening:           measure blood pressure, supporting the NHS















                                             Residential Care Home

Introduction
A residential care home is a home that provides accommodation for people over the age of 65 and those who find it difficult to manage daily life at home can received 24-hour personal care and support can be on there.

The Origin and History of the Residential Care Home Service
The history of care home began in the UK in 936, the first Care Home known first as Alms-house was built in York. King Aethelstan who was King of the English provide funding for the first care home to be built after seeing Clergymen of an older incarnation of York Ministers using their own money to care for the elderly. ‘Alms’ means to give to others, through virtue and compassion. these homes called Bedehouses, from the Anglo-Saxon word of prayer. Alms-houses were religious place. Residents were known as Bedesmen and Bedeswomen.  Alms-houses have been around since the tenth century. They are 1600 alms-house charities exist in the UK today. Modern alms-houses are social accommodation in which residents live independently, in a bungalow or flat as part of a community run by a charity. Modern alms-houses are not care homes (homecare.co.uk).
Long before the industrial revolution brought people into the cities, people would often spend their whole lives in the same area. A huge benefit of this settled way of life was the strong link with the local community. People living closely together in groups, in tribes, and in farming communities and small towns support each other. In that time life expectancy was much shorter and few illnesses had a cure. For the lucky ones who reach old age, care would fall to their children and grandchildren.  women whose children were grown had time and experience to care for elderly neighbours.
Until 1601, care outside friends and family was mostly accessible to the wealthy, who could afford to hire servant to care for older, ailing relatives. Doctors and physicians did home visit. In Elizabethan times the 1601 Act of Relief for the poor was passed, legislation which every Parish in England and Wales now responsible for Parishioners who were too old, ill or disabled to work. This was done by providing housing in hospital, alms-house or workhouses. The poor law Amendment Act 1834 led to the expansion of workhouses (UK Parliament, n.d.).
 A list from 1865 counts well over 400 charities in London alone to help the elderly, disabled, orphans and the poor.
 The 1929 Local Government Act enable local authorities to care for the elderly. In 1927, parliament passed the Nursing Homes Registration Act, providing nursing for persons suffering from sickness, injury, or infirmity. This law made it compulsory to register nursing homes as they could be inspected. In 1940s, Dr Marjory Warren brought the medical world attention to specialist care for the elderly.  Shortly after the war the labour Party came into power. They formed the NHS in 1948. This was followed by the 1948 National Assistance Act that abolished the Old Poor Law. This legislation made local authorities responsible for assisting ill, disable and older people with care. The Community Care Act 1990 allow Local Authorities to promote care provision in the Community. This led to a large and rapid expansion of the independent care home sector. The Health and Social Care Act of 2008 aim to combine the three existing regulatory bodies into one all -powerful inspectorate. This resulted in the Care Quality Commission (CQC) that inspects medical practices and care homes in England from 2009. The Care Quality Commission regulates residential care services in England (Care Quality Commission, 2023)

 Evaluate how Residential Care Home Function Today
Residential care home function today by
1.  Providing person cantered care to service users. Person centred care is central to modern residential care services (National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE), 2023). 
2.  Care is delivered by trained staff. Residential care homes are regulated to ensure safe, effective, and high-quality care (Care Quality Commission (CQC) 2024)
3. Safe environment, 24-hour supervision given to service users reducing risk of fall
4. Social interaction and activities that reduce loneliness and encourage friendship
5. Modern Residential care home provides personalised and more holistic care. However, they on-going issues like staff shortage, financial pressure. Continued funding and investment in staff training is needed. Workforce shortage continues to affect the quality and availability of care (Skills for care 2024) 

Residential Care Home Significance in enhancing the quality of life of the service users
1. Meeting service user basic needs
2. Promoting health and wellbeing
3. Ensuring their safety and security, 
4. Providing emotional and social support
5. Support their physical health and mental wellbeing
6. Providing end of life care
7. Promoting independence, protecting their rights and dignity
The 1990 NHS Community Care Act Reform, implemented in 1993, brought care cantering on individual needs, the care needs assessment was introduced. the 2000 Care Standard Act, enforced in 2002, replace the Registered Homes Act and for the first time considered nursing homes to be care homes for the elderly.

Conclusion:
Residential care homes significantly improve the quality-of- life for service users by addressing their needs through person cantered care and allow them to live comfortable in a safe and protected and Healthy environment.
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