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One of the most memorable, visual, and best known passages from Second Isaiah are the so-called Servant Songs, culminating in the death of the servant in Isaiah chapter 53, a chapter that was to feature very prominently in early Christian theology.  This unit explores the structure of this poem, its most remarkable and distinctive features and reasons why it lent itself so easily to early Christological thought. 
The best place to begin reading for this unit is N. Whybray’s ‘Isaiah 53’ which analyses the passage. P. Dray, ‘The Suffering Servant’,  explores the poem in the context of the book of Isaiah, as does R. Lessing in his article ‘Isaiah’s Servants in Chapters 40-55’.  
D. Green,  in his chapter ‘The Suffering Servant from Isaiah to the Dead Sea Scrolls’ (in the volume Scriptural Exegesis) extends the discussion of the Servant poem beyond the book of Isaiah to the book of Daniel and the Dead Sea Scrolls and discusses what he considers as thematic links in this literature. 
Finally two other articles are worth reading to explore other scholarly angles and perspectives on the servant:
F. Lindsey, ‘The Career of the Servant in Isaiah 52’. 
P. Stuhlmacher, ‘Isaiah 53 in the Gospels and Acts’. 

