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Figure 1. Kane, M. 2023, ‘my finished zine’

My aim for this project was to create a zine that I felt represented my work and style well. Therefore, I instantly decided that my zine should be on a large-scale because I have always struggled to work on a smaller scale. If I was to use a traditional zine form - a non-commercial, non-professional magazine (AGO insider, 2008) - to present my work, I knew that the size would limit my way of working. So, with a smaller zine, I would have had to show examples of my work through images. This certainly wouldn’t have been as effective as the real paintings. Especially, because of the activist route that my art is travelling towards. For example, my paintings depict the animals that unnecessarily suffer as a result of society’s food system and give them a voice. As a result, I decided I wanted to incorporate one of my paintings in my zine. 
I am pleased with the painting I have used in the final version of my zine, because I think that it reflects my creative process well and I enjoy the unique marks and texture that my painting technique has created. Working on this particular piece, I explored the notion of painting with latex, because I had some spare after working with it for a different module. I love how the medium has created the effect of congealed blood on the piece and I will definitely consider using acrylic with latex for future paintings.
Additionally, I incorporated text, in the form of the articles written by Peta and Plant based news, to add a more traditional element to my zine and add context to the painting. My zine is intended to inform and educate the viewer as well as, attempting to eradicate the viewer’s cognitive dissonance by connecting them to where ‘meat’ comes from. Using my zine, I wanted to expose the farming industry’s lies such as, there is a humane way to farm and kill an animal so, that is the predominant reason behind my inclusion of the articles. However, it was difficult to find relevant articles that I wanted to include. Certainly, my zine would’ve looked more effective and aesthetically pleasing if I had used traditional newspaper articles. Although, in reality that type of information is absent form the newspapers. So, that was definitely a difficult challenge that I experienced and had to overcome with time, when creating my zine. 
The colours and tones I use in my work, are fleshy, visceral and inevitably similar to meat. Thus, I had a vision to present my zine by rolling up the paper – with the painting on the outside – and tying it like a joint of meat. I thought that the concept tied the whole zine together. As the painting is on paper, I don’t think it matches the vision I had, as it is too solid and doesn’t embody the softness of meat, but I think that the notion is interesting and unique. To further develop this idea, I tried to replicate a meat tag with paper that gives the instruction ‘please untie me’ to the viewer.
Overall, I am pleased with my zine. Given slightly more time, or the opportunity to remake it, I am sure I could replicate the exact vision that I had. 
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