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In early years settings, safeguarding is a fundamental aspect of providing children's with exceptional standard of care. And it is known that safeguarding is everyone business not only the safeguarding teams at the setting.  All practitioners in this setting are made sure to participate in comprehensive in house and multi-agency training often provided by Flying Start to gain a thorough understanding of safeguarding requirements and their implications. 
Furthermore, our induction process is thorough to ensure that all new staff members fully understand their responsibilities in safeguarding children. In addition, all staff are required to undergo a DBS check and be registered with the update service to confirm they have no criminal record that could pose a risk to the children.
 At Rachael’s Playhouse, all safeguarding protocols and relevant legislation are outlined by the Wales Safeguarding Procedures app to be followed to ensure that we promote safety within our enabling environment not only for staff but most importantly the children that are trusted within our care daily. We also hold Weekly team meetings all in which include a safeguarding question or a scenario, which each staff members must address to ensure we understand what is needed in case the issues arise at the setting in we struggle to answer the question it is asked that we read over the information so that we Remember next time this promotes the importance of attending training.
 Additionally, a Rachael’s playhouse (no date) safeguarding Padlet was created by our deputy leader provides condensed information on key safeguarding areas as highlighted in the Wales safeguarding procedures app, and it is also shared across all settings to support awareness and to promote best practice across all settings. The Padlet features links to the NSPCC (no date) and numerous additional documents that support the key safeguarding principles and legislations. The Padlet also provides access to refresher training like PREVENT (no date) courses so all staff can keep current with safeguarding responsibilities. Additionally, posters are placed around the setting summarising key safeguarding points you may find these displayed in the staff room and toilet for quick key reference points.
When ensuring safeguarding, it is important to follow the 4 R’s as stated by the NSPCC (2024). The first step is to recognise signs and symptoms of abuse, as well as any noticeable changes in behaviour or appearance. The second involves responding appropriately to concerns as they arise. The third focuses on the process of recording information, whether through daily or weekly observations or records of concern. The fourth step is reporting the safeguarding issue if a review of records reveals a repeated pattern, contacting IAA (no date) for further guidance is recommended. Finally, a C1 or A1 form should be completed and the matter reported directly to the Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub also known as MASH (no date). 
In our daily operations at the setting, children are safeguarded in various ways. This includes maintaining sign-in and sign-out logs ensuring that all children are signed in at drop off and signed out at collection these contain all relevant information for example any allergies, intolerances, and any existing medical conditions. We maintain a daily attendance board on the wall where each child is checked in. Completing this record is essential for safety purposes, as it is used during fire drills to conduct head counts and ensure that all children are accounted for. Additional records, such as nappy logs and suncream logs, are also kept. Weekly and daily risk assessments and cleaning logs are also completed to further support children's safety and the practitioner’s safety.   
Most importantly accident and existing injuries and filling out records of concern these work hand in hand when safeguarding the children through filling out the existing injury forms during the process of reviewing them it can be notes a significant pattern of injuries which could correspond with the signs of neglect and physical also sexual abuse. These can then be recorded and reported to MASH.
 Both short-term and long-term forms of medication may be relevant when there is a high frequency of children receiving prescriptions. In some cases, this could be related to a parent exhibiting factitious disorder imposed on self or another, which poses significant safeguarding concerns due to the possible fabrication of illness in a child. Such situations should be reported immediately to the correct safeguarding teams.
I recognise and understand my responsibilities to safeguard children within my role. I have recently completed safeguarding training and plan to attend all relevant refresher courses to ensure that I maintain up to date knowledge for the safety of both the children in my care and myself.
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