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The importance of practitioners respecting the voice and rights of children during a parental separation
		Aim- This paper aims to provide practitioners with practical and useful information regarding children’s rights during a parental separation. This paper also discusses links to the UNCRC, as well as National requirements and developments in Wales. 
In 2011, the Welsh Government made the UNCRC law in Wales, with the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011, which tells us how children should be treated (Welsh Government, 2015).



	

Article 3

Child must be informed of any decision made against their wishes. This emphasises the importance of respecting the voice of the child, while also working towards what is best for them (Lansdown, 2011). 
Settings should revisit the articles to ensure that the contents and principles are thoroughly followed. By doing this, it ensures that settings work in accordance with Article 3 and work towards what is best for all children (Children’s Commissioners for Wales, 2007).
Foundation Phase Framework (2015) – Its aim is to ensure that children have a good start in life and the best possible starting point for them to develop and grow. Activities must be appropriate, engaging and interesting, thus allowing children with Social and Emotional difficulties to be involved within the setting and activities. 
Children Act 1989-According to Children’s Rights Wales (no date), it states that practitioners must ensure that the welfare and development needs of all children are met. It also says that they should be protected from harm.
Partnership with family- Effective Communication allows links for support to be given. This can allow settings to find out information about the child that could be useful to support them. For example, knowing the family’s situation and how the child may be reacting to it.
The Needs of the Child- This should be considered during times of separation to allow practitioners to put strategies in place to support them. For example, a child that is having Social and Emotional difficulties may need strategies such as a sticker chart. This promotes esteem, which is part of Maslow’s hierarchy of needs (Martin and Joomis, 2007).
 




 















Voice of the child- Czerniawski and Kidd (2011) states that Article 9 emphasises the fact that children have the right to have some say regarding which parent they want to live with. Therefore, practitioners must respect this. 
Children’s Rights Scheme (2014) outlines practical arrangements that the Welsh Government has put in place to ensure that the rights of children are considered within practice. It also states that the Welsh Government are trying to raise awareness and provide training in regard to the UNCRC and its’ importance for children (Welsh Government, 2014).
Safety and Safeguarding- While respecting the child’s voice, their safety must also be considered. Practitioners should consider whether the child is safe, who has parental responsibility and that consent forms are up to date. According to Meggitt (2012), Confidentiality Policies and the Data Protection Act 1998 must be considered as this can ensure that the child and any information regarding them is kept safe and only shared with the appropriate people. NSPCC (2015) suggests that appropriate sharing of information is fundamental in putting effective child protection services in place.
Observation and Planning- Observation can allow practitioners to find out children’s development, interests, how they interact with adults and other children. Also, how they approach learning and their patterns in behaviour. This can allow for the planning of a more appropriate curriculum that supports the child’s developmental needs. 
Every Child Matters– Children have the right to stay safe and be protected from harm. This applies to all children regardless of ability, race, religion or whatever type of family they come from. This emphasises the importance of respecting the rights of all children in regard to settings duty to safeguard and promote the welfare of all children (Foundation Phase Framework, 2015).
 
 

 

Article 9

Article 12

According to Unicef (2010), Article 3 cannot be put into effect without consideration of Article 12. Article 12 supports Article 3 as it is one of the means through which Article 3 is met. This emphasises the importance of respecting the voice of the child.
Foundation Phase (2015)- It states that settings should allow children to be involved within planning. This links to both Article 12 and Children Act 1989, which says that children have the right to a voice and assist in decision making. This also promotes equality by involving all children.
Voice of the Child- According to Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland (2017), children have the right to express their opinion and should not feel that their opinion is dismissed or regarded as invalid. 
In Wales, Children’s Commissioners for Wales according to the Welsh Government (2014), work to ensure that children are respected and that their voice is valued within settings when it comes to decisions that affect them. Every Child Matters also emphasises the fact that children have the right to express themselves and share their opinions with others.
In addition, the Children Act (2004) recognises the importance of children having a voice. It places a duty on local authorities to consider children’s feelings and wishes. It also states that they take this into consideration when making welfare decisions (Riley, 2007).
CSSIW- State that all settings must ensure that they understand and recognise children’s rights and help them towards reaching their potential as individuals. These rights include the right to have a say in decisions that affect them, which is the main point within Article 12 (Welsh Government, 2016).



Conclusion- To conclude, within each article, it is clear that the voice of the child is paramount in regard to respecting their rights. Practitioners must, therefore, consider children’s individual needs and their opinions, whilst keeping their safety in mind. Practitioners must also plan appropriately, following the National Framework and requirements. This includes the Foundation Phase Framework (2015), as well as considering Legislation such as the Children Act 1989 and the Data Protection Act 1998. By doing this, it reiterates the importance of following the UNCRC articles to allow children to be supported, grow and progress.

Foundation Phase-Foundation Phase Pedagogy suggests that play and active learning allows children to be motivated and stimulated to learn. According to the Welsh Assembly Government (2008), well-planned play also helps support children’s development by actively involving children in both the indoors and outdoors. This can allow them to develop transferable skills that apply across the seven areas of learning.
Observation and Planning-Every Child Matters framework states with the Foundation Phase Framework (2015), that children should have free choice and access to a wide range of resources. It also states that settings must provide for each child’s individual needs. So, for a child dealing with parental separation, practitioners need to plan appropriate activities to support them and make them feel relaxed and comfortable within the setting. This links to both Article 31 and Bowlby’s attachment theory which states, according to Miller and Pound (2011), the importance of developing a secure attachment relationship with practitioners to make them feel safe and secure.  
CSSIW- The Welsh Government (2016) state that children have the right to play and join in with a wide range of activities. They also suggest that all of the UNCRC articles allow children to be kept safe, nurtured and treated with respect. Therefore, practitioners must apply this within practice to ensure that their rights are respected.
Estyn- A BBC (2011) Article discussed that Estyn are calling for more outdoor play and learning opportunities in Welsh schools. It stated that they are urging schools to take advantage of the outdoors. This can allow for a wider range of activities to be provided to children, thus supporting Article 12 which states that children have a right to a wide range of activities.
Article 31
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