Luke assignment 1
Using a crime activity of your choice, describe and discuss how classical criminology informs evidence-based policing.
Theft is the act of stealing something, In England and Wales, theft is a statutory offence, created by section 1(1) of the Theft Act 1968. It is a main body of crime it happens very often either as petty crime or a bigger robbery, in the UK it is a quite common thing to happen in shops, cars and wallets etc. A crime of theft is motivated by a lot of things either for financial gain or for their own benefit or even for their needs. This comes into the topic of rational choice theory.
[bookmark: _Int_vAJdXVyi]Rational choice theory is when use hedonic calculus to decide if the benefits of crime outweigh the likelihood of being caught, or the punishment. To expand on this amide (2018) states that it is a school of thought based on the assumption that individuals choose a course of action that is most in line with their personal preferences. Rational choice theory is used to model human decision making, this comes through with a lot of decisions and theories linking with theft as people either steal for themselves or to gain financial benefits. according to Perera (2019) she mentions about Clarke and Cornish reasons that the rational choice model can unveil lines of inquiry accounting for criminal conduct, and that attempts to fight crime should ideally increase the barriers to perpetrating it. When going through classical criminology it mentions about human behaviour that they freely have their own power to do what they think is best for them, linking this to theft when they steal before they do it, they must think about what they are going to do before they actually do it, this study shows that people do not think about the consequences of their actions when they steal but do have many reasons to why they do it. Another theory is that humans are goal oriented and must be purposeful. When putting this into theft about being purpose oriented it means that people steal for a purpose for an example when a young mum was struggling with money and decided to steal nappy's, there is a purpose for her stealing these as she was not stealing for financial gain she was stealing for personal gain.
Routine activity theory, (RAT) states that the occurrence of a crime is likely if there is a motivated offender and a suitable target, according to Miro (2022) Routine activity theory, first formulated by Lawrence E. Cohen and Marcus Felson ( 1979) and later developed by Felson, is one of the most widely cited and influential theoretical constructs in the field of criminology and in crime science more broadly.  furthermore, talking about (RAT) it also shows that many criminologists have looked at this study and produce many different perspectives, this is shown from Akins (2003) the most enduring explanatory framework that accounts for variables such as time, place, space, and situations. Routine activities theory is linked to both opportunity and lifestyle and living arrangements. Adding to this point theories come from different variables such as time and place for people's behaviour when their looking for time for example they usually do theft in the night when no one is visible to see them. Another variable is place when they usually look for someone or something to steal, like usually look for a place with no light or no people around. Furthermore, it all relies on the situation or circumstances the individual is in, as sometimes it relies on if their short on money or supplies or even if they just want to earn money for their own gain. A motivated offender can be pointed out as any type of person who has true intent to commit a crime against an individual or property stated from purpura (2013) to add to this point the offender must also have the state of mind to commit the crime, also physically to because some people do have the state of mind but don’t actually commit the crime just think about it.  another piece to add to (RAT) is a suitable target, they use the word target instead of victim, this means when an offender has a target he plans on his target for a few thoughts and time spent on the crime, for example if the offender was going to steal an Xbox, the Xbox would be the target and the owners absence not being there brings me onto another point of an capable guardian. If there was a capable guardian present this could have been avoided however the one committing the crime would seize the right moment of not having a guardian for his or her property. A guardian would not necessarily have to be a police officer or a security guard but rather a person whose proximity or presence would lower the chances of a crime happening this was added by fennly (2020). Before the crime gets committed target suitability comes into play, visibility, value, and access comes into play. According to john (2018) Target suitability is the desires of an offender to commit the crime as smooth and as possible. An object, a person, or both can be the ideal targets for an offender. To add to this when picking someone to steal from different factors come into play such as age if they want to steal off someone in the street for example the usual type of person they steal off is an elderly woman, as they don’t have the factors of maybe a young gentleman and not as easy to steal from, in terms of a capable guardian. 
Suitable factors are ‘craved’ this is an abbreviation meaning, Concealable, Removable ,Available,Valuable,Enjoyable and Disposable. CRAVED was designed to overcome some of the several factors, such as considering the motivation, as well as the characteristics that are important to consider when contemplating theft, this was added from Martineau (2021). Concealable is when victims that are easy to identify or that are less desirable and thus less likely to be selected by offenders, this would be when picking. a victim to choose from to steal would be like previously stated for example an old lady. Removable is suggested when a victim has more in-depth qualities like old, or small just to be easier for the offender to steal from. Available is simpler is when the offender makes sure that the target is visible and accessible, when planning their thought of stealing they must make sure that it is accessible and well thought out. Valuable, Clarke (1999) suggested that the most valuable goods are more likely to be targeted by thieves, valuables are going to be more thought out on as they have more time to prepare on what they are going to do when they steal a more valuable item. Enjoyable Thieves will select products that can bring them pleasure (e.g., Xbox, PlayStation) over other goods. They would steal this for their own benefits as they would get the items for the enjoyment of themselves. A thief that is thinking about disposing of the items that they have stolen, to add to this Beauregard (2019) states that offenders involved in predatory crimes are likely to target victims and engage in behaviours that will make it easier to control and/or dispose of the items. 
[bookmark: _Int_1hGRVWsi]Hotspot policing is when the location of a crime scene takes place more often than it should be in other places, this is caused by no cctv or no evidence really surrounding the area (meaning not a lot of visible places). Entails the allocation of police resources to places where crime concentrates. (Lum & Koper, 2017) is more in-depth wording to describe what hot spotting is. According to many different studies putting more emphasis on a location with more police officers will be better instead of them walking around and searching for people with more areas including cctv for example a study shows that approximately half of serious crime takes place in only 5% of the authority’s locations. When linking this to theft the more areas that have more cameras for example the less crime there will be however in this day and age with cost of living crisis and everything that is going on some communities don’t have the funding for new cameras and signs for example, in Swansea the more run down areas will have a higher percentage of crime cases because of the area but also the surroundings of it with no police officers hot spotting that area and no surveillance to keep a close eye and what's going on around it. Furthermore, on this point Braga (2019) stated that they found an overall significant average effect of hot spots policing, suggesting a meaningful benefit of the hot spots approach in treatment areas compared to control areas. Adding to this point the main reason for hot spotting is to keep the public safe the police are always producing innovative ideas and wanting to produce them as soon as possible, it also builds a bond with the public to gain more trust with the police when they are dealing with more theft and petty crimes on the streets, it builds confidence Whitin the community and more of the people with more vulnerable and valuable things to themselves.
[bookmark: _Int_3RXjvPhb]Model of evidence-based policing links to all the points that have been covered, it helps with the making decision element to it when talking about theft and what to do and what can be done to help each and every person from the public. However, it all comes down to how the police can think of ways to prevent humans from stealing. Increasing the effort would be the start when all the police are not looking for a someone, they should be looking for a place that could be of interest, a run-down area, or a local shop for example. Increasing the risks for the offender is usually the theme of their reasoning to steal however when caught it can be a lengthy punishment. Reducing the rewards of the offender can be another way to prevent crime as when they are looking for an item to steal or for someone to steal from, when that reward is taken from them the crime would be pointless. There are many ways to prevent crime but especially theft it is the most popular crime of the most recent centuries in recent studies, but that will not change unless more evidence and more policing structures are put in place to help deflect more crime. Evidence-based policing offers a practical solution to the need to balance public safety, community service needs, available funds, and taxpayer expectations, this was stated in an article by Laurence (1988).
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