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TASK DESCRIPTION




This is a 4000 word assignment. Students are required to complete two 2000-word essays (2 x 2000). 

Choose two titles from the below list:

1. [bookmark: _Hlk104815642][bookmark: _Hlk104850727]Review complex types of internet-dependent crimes. (2000 words)
In this assignment I am going to be reviewing the complex types of internet dependant crime.
Getsafe online describes internet dependant crimes as  Cyber-dependent crimes (or ‘pure’ cybercrimes) are those that can only be committed using a computer, computer networks or other forms of information communications technology (ICT).  (Getsafe online 2022)
Home office states “Cyber-dependent crimes fall broadly into two main categories illicit intrusions into computer networks for example hacking. the disruption or downgrading of computer functionality and network space for example, viruses and DDoS attacks” (Home office 2022)

Internet dependant crime is currently on the rise due to more and more people having more or easier access to the internet.
South Wales police state (Several million cases of fraud and of computer misuse are reported to the police every year) (SWP)
 The internet can be easily accessed by mobile phones or laptop devices and the ages of the users of these devices range from the very young up to elderly people of our community.. 
Internet dependant crimes have developed a lot over the years and are started to become a lot more sophisticated. There has always been an element of cybercrime such as ‘Hacking’. 
Crown prosecution service describe Hacking as a form of intrusion targeted at computers, including mobile phones and personal tablet devices. It is the unauthorised use of, or access into, computers or networks by exploiting identified security vulnerabilities. Hacking can be used to gather personal data or information of use to criminals, deface websites or launch DoS or DDoS attacks. (CPS)
Hacking can be very minor or can cause a lot of damage online. Users are storing a lot more data on their devices such bank details this can be used by hackers to withdraw money from their account and placed into another account to be used for further crime. Hacking can also be used to attack systems used by hospitals or emergency services. This can have major effects on how they are able to operate and can cause emergency services to be unable to operate until the damage caused by the hacking has been fixed. (citizens advice 2022)
Types of malicious software used by hackers is malware. Malware comes in many different forms one of these is:
Viruses this is a well-known type of malware used by hackers, it can have mild effects on computer systems and can also enable programmes to be deleted causing disruption to the user. They require information to be stored somewhere on the system and it can then spread from there to other devices connected to that server. This must be triggered by the user of the device when they open or run a programme or file.  (AVG.com 1988-2022)

Worms are a bit more severe than viruses as they do not need a user to activate them. They can run of their own accord and can be extremely damaging to all devices on the system as they can freely spread.  Worms can also be used to transport a trojan onto a device unknowingly by the user.   (AVG.com 1988-2022)
Trojans are designed to appear as official programmes that appear to be legitimate. They are infact designed to allow the maker of the Trojan to have access to the user’s device and remotely use it. The actions may not go noticed by the user and have no knowledge of its current exploited state. .  (AVG.com 1988-2022)
Another type is called spyware or keylogging, this is when a hacker has placed a keylogger or spyware into a file or programme which is undetected by the user. This then is used on the user’s device which logs anything that the user types on their device. It can capture passwords or private information so that the hacker can then have access to more of their stored data.    .  (AVG.com 1988-2022)
When a person has retrieved this data, they can then go on to blackmail and extort a person. They can demand money for them to not release this information publicly or state if they don’t pay them, they will access this information causing more financial loss if they have managed to target a well-known company. 

There is also Hacking 
The home office describes hacking as 
Hacking is a form of trespass. It is the unauthorised use of, or access into, computers or network resources, which exploits identified security vulnerabilities in networks. Hacking can be used to gather personal data or information of use to criminals. Deface websites or  be employed as part of denial of service (DoS) or DDoS attacks. (Home Office 2022)

Dos or DDOS attacks are when a hacker sends an extremely excessive amount of data requests that it crashes the server of where the requests are processed. This can ultimately cause the server to crash resulting in that business to be unable to operate. An example is this can be used to crash the stock market resulting in a crash which can cost billions to the economy.  (Home Office 2022)
Another type of online dependant crime is Phishing. Phishing is when emails are being sent out to unsuspecting users to which these emails look genuine such as requesting contact. Unknowing victims may think these emails are genuine and contact them regarding this.  An example could be someone promising to make them thousands of pounds, the victim may believe this to be true and send a signing on fee and never hearing from that person again. There are many cases of this happening and people have lost thousands of pounds in the process due to these phishing emails.  (Microsoft  )

Another type of online crime can be perceived as minor but can ultimately have devastating effects this can be online bullying.  Online national statistics stated More than half of the children (52%) who experienced an online bullying behaviour (ONS 2021) 
Online bullying is a major issue within the internet with more and more people accessing social media such as Facebook and snapchat. People can post freely on these websites, but others use it to harass other people whom they potentially don’t even know. A massive issue that is prevalent in society is Online bullying via snapchat, this social media platform allows the user to send a photo, video or message to an individual which can be viewed for a set amount of time and then it is deleted. Incidents have been reported where someone has sent a death threat to someone via this method and the victim is left with no evidence of the crime. This is increasingly difficult to investigate as there is very little evidence that can be obtained and in most cases none. (gabbwireless.com 2022)
In this case the police can apply for what Is called a charter application which can be used to ascertain who the suspect is in the case and see if there is any possible way to identify the person and obtain evidence. 

Due to the increased levels of people using the internet there is also the increase in internet dependant crimes being committed. Due to this there is also the Organised crime gangs getting involved in the enterprise. One of the many ways they are doing so is through call centre agencies, they target the most vulnerable in society such as the elderly and portray that they are calling from their bank or computer company and stating they need their contact details to proceed due to an error or discrepancy with their account. The older generation of our community hear they have had an issue and give up their details believing they are talking to their bank. The fraudsters then use the details they have been provided with to then remove money from their account or use their details to apply for loans in their name to be paid into the fraudsters account.  (age Uk 2019
Another way they can target people is by requesting to remotely access their device so that they can ‘FIX’ an issue they have. The person gives up the details and the fraudster then have access to their device to freely steal information from their devices such as bank details.  (Norton 2021) 

Within the heart of most internet dependant crimes there is also the dark web. VPN mentor describes the dark web as   The Dark Web is an encrypted network of websites you can only access using a special secure browser. It isn’t regulated and it can’t be censored. The Dark web can be accessed by special programmes that allows the user to essentially visit another form of the internet where normal internet users would not have access to. Users are anonymous and can browse undetected on these websites. This in turn allows criminals to access information and distribute information, items or services to others with a very limited chance of being detected. On the dark web you can get access to anything you could want/need such as guns or drugs. The dark web also allows users to distribute images or videos of a sexual nature which would not be accessible on the normal internet such as child pornography. This allows these individuals to share this without restriction and remain anonymous. (VPN mentor)

Hackers and other individuals can use the dark web to share bank details and personal details they have obtained through their internet dependant crimes and sell them to other individuals who can then use this data for other crimes they wish to commit. It allows both parties to not be linked to each other yet help each other commit further crimes. Depending on how much information is being sold they can be worth a varying amount. (VPN mentor)

South Wales police have set up their own cyber crime department. They are responsible for investigating cyber dependant crimes which has affected individuals and businesses. They also help individuals to prevent themselves from being attacked by internet crimes by giving advice such as changing passwords regularly and to more complex passwords with unrelating words. 

There are also other agencies which individuals or business can report the suspected fraud to such as action fraud. They keep a record of everything that has been reported and work on a national level tackling fraud case 
Action fraud states “Action Fraud is the UK’s national reporting centre for fraud and cybercrime where you should report fraud if you have been scammed, defrauded or experienced cybercrime.”
(Action Fraud 05/2022) 

In conclusion Internet dependant crime is on the rise and there is a lot more people can do to protect themselves from this happening. The internet is an amazing tool which is used by most people of society daily and can help with everyday life. The other side of the internet is how it can be used to attack individuals or companies for their own financial gain and the most vulnerable members of our society who have been defrauded out of their life savings. This can have a massive impact on their mental health and ultimately cause them to take their own lives in some cases. There are a lot of companies now which are tackling the problem of hackers and trying to stop them from accessing people data so easily. One of these ways is through a VPN (Virtual protected network) this allows users to access the internet without others finding out where they are located. This can allow users an extra level of protection as hackers cannot access their own private network.   (Kaspersky 2022
Companies such as Lloyd’s bank are also sending out emails so inform their users that they do not ask for personal information from their customers to help them identify if they are being targeted by fraudsters online. This helps to limit the number of incidents but does not stop all incidents from happening.  (Lloyds bank 2022)
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2. [bookmark: _Hlk104827312]Evaluate the disruption options available to target criminal activity on the road network. (2000 words)

In this assignment I am going to be evaluating the various disruption options available to target criminal activity on the roads network. 
There are many different disruption options offered to the police and other enforcement agencies which are being utilised in targeting and limiting criminal activity and their use of the public roads. 
Arriva live states “public road” means any road, street or thoroughfare or any other place (whether a thoroughfare or not) which is commonly used by the public or any section thereof or to which the public or any section thereof has a right of access.  (Arriva live 2022)
Criminals use public roads to aid in their criminal enterprise. This can be simple as a drug dealer delivering drugs to a customer or on a grand scale can be a drug smuggler transporting mass quantities of drugs around the country.  Criminals use these roads every day, so disruption is needed to limit their travel throughout the country.
The department that covers criminals using the public roads is the roads policing unit 
Brake.org states that ‘Road’s policing enforces road traffic laws and seeks to detect and deter other illegal or dangerous activity on the road. Road’s policing is the primary responsibility of the police but local authorities, road safety partnerships and community volunteers also play a role’ (brake.org)
The national police chief’s council is aiding in bringing police forces together to allow them share information and intelligence to ither forces to aid in disrupting criminals on the roads. The NPCC has a strategy set for 2018-2021 with the main objectives these are 
safe roads, free from harm
secure roads free from the threat of serious crime and terrorism
efficient roads that promote public confidence and satisfaction
(brake.org)

One disruption option available to the police to help reduce criminal activity on the roads is ANPR. ANPR stands for Automatic Number Plate Recognition. The police use this to aid them in crime detection across the country and is fitted to many arterial routes throughout the UK and also to traffic cars.
RAC describes ANPR as a technology that reads vehicle registration plates to create location data.
This information is captured by scanners or cameras then cross-referenced for a range of traffic and law enforcement purposes.  
ANPR technology converts an image of a number plate into machine-encoded text, this is called optical character recognition.
The technology can be used across CCTV, traffic enforcement cameras and ANPR-specific cameras. Infrared illumination can help cameras to capture a clearer image.
 (RAC 2022)

ANPR has many different uses such as monitoring car parks and used for traffic enforcement. Police can also use this data for limiting criminals’ usage on the road. They achieve this by positioning ANPR cameras on key points throughout the country. In the Port Talbot  area there are ANPR cameras located on either end of the main town on the M4 corridor. This is a great asset for police as vehicles can be hot listed so that if they activate a camera, we have access to real time data stating their direction of travel. These cameras also disrupt criminal activity as criminals need to change their routes taken to avoid ANPR cameras which can increase the likelihood they will be seen.  (ABOUT MANCHESTER 01/2022)
ANPR can also be used in an investigation to see if there are other vehicles travelling the same route as a particular vehicle which allows police to be aware of other vehicles without criminals knowing they are being tracked. This makes criminals change their vehicles often to make them stay undetected by police, this is a major disruption to criminals as this can cost them a lot of time and effort to continue staying undetected. (RAC 2022)

Another technique to disrupt criminal activity on the roads is through licence endorsements.
Licence endorsements or points are accumulated on a person’s licence when they have committed an offence. These points can be endorsed onto a licence when they have been caught speeding or have been stopped by a police officer for being on their mobile phone. Points are endorsed by the DVLA, and a person is allowed no more than 12 points on your licence in a three-year period. If a person receives this many points they are then banned from driving and are banned for a minimum of 6 months, this is called totting up. This can be very disrupting to a criminal as they can no longer legally drive on the road, this makes the individual try to find an alternative method of carrying on their criminal activities.   Criminals may attempt to continue to drive whilst being banned which allows police to arrest them if caught and potentially end up serving a custodial sentence which would in turn cease their criminal activities.  (GOV.uk)

Another disruption tactic on the roads is the Central motorway police group (CMPG)
This group operate on the motorways in the West midlands, Staffordshire and west Mercia area. They operate 24 hours a day and have access to marked and unmarked vehicles. The CMPG also have access to the ANPR systems and use this to allow them to make arrests and enquiries relating to criminals using the road network. This group work to tackle the high priority criminals and are used effectively to disrupt criminal activity.  (West midlands police)
Another disruption technique can be CCTV, this can be used to monitor vehicles entering certain areas such as back streets where they are not in direct line of sight of the public. With the CCTV cameras in these areas, it deters criminals entering these areas where they can meet other criminals to exchange drugs or discuss illegal activity. The CCTV can allow police to covertly monitor these individuals and allow there to be records made of who these individuals are and to further develop lines of enquiries to further disrupt these individuals. The CCTV can also be used on the roads to track vehicles who have failed to stop for officers when requested to do so. Cities and towns will have a lot more CCTV than rural areas and can be used to track individuals whilst in these places. They can give an insight into their activities without need for officers to be physically present.  (Advanced Overwatch 2016-2021)

Another disruption technique to limit criminal activity on the road are speed check sites.
There are 2 types of speed check sites, one is a fixed speed camera which is fixed in a place where there are numerous reports oof people speeding which can capture people speeding and in turn will cause people to slow down at a location. The other type is a mobile speed camera these are a great asset which can be deployed anywhere in the country and can be used at any time.  Assets college states Consider a speed check site near locations linked to OCG places of residence, place of employment or general areas of activity. Along with promoting road safety, this action may allow greater intelligence gathering on OCG activity, and may cause driver enforcement on OCG members, associates or business vehicles. (ASSETS COLLEGE)
The use of these cameras could cause criminals to use different roads to what they usually use which may not be covered by ANPR, so police are not aware. These cameras will capture their new routes travel and give more intelligence to police to be used in the disruption of crime. These cameras can also influence criminals to use a path that is already covered by police covertly allowing them to gain information from them. (police professional 2008)
In review of this technique, it needs to be used to monitor criminal activity and have evidence showing why it is being used. If it is not used correctly, it can be perceived to be against article 8 of the human rights act which is the right to private and family life. Everything done by the police has to be evidenced correctly not to jeopardise this. 

Another tactic to disrupt criminal activity on the roads is proactive stops. A proactive stop is used to stop vehicles which are used by Organised crime groups to commit crimes. If proactive stops are used, they can help determine who are using specific vehicles and allow police to gather intelligence. They can also stop vehicles to ascertain if they are carrying any illegal items in the vehicle such as drugs. By using the proactive stops of reported vehicles, it makes the OCG change vehicles often to allow them to travel undetected.  By the continued proactive stops it disrupts criminals from attempting to commit further offences and have less opportunities. In review this is an extremely useful tactic to disrupt criminal activity on the roads. An issue that can arise is When specific cars are highlighted as being used by Organised crime groups there can be authorisation given to stop these vehicles when spotted by road traffic officers. Although this needs to do without breaching article 8 of the human rights act the right to private and family life so evidence is needed to be provided as to why the vehicle was topped. 
Another technique used to disrupt criminal activity on the roads is border checks when individuals enter the country such as border patrol. This is used to police the borders and be informed when individuals enter the country by vehicle. When a person enters the country via car or lorry, they can be searched by officers upon entering. 
Information or intelligence can be gathered and when a specific vehicle is sighted entering the country it can then be searched by officers to ascertain if any criminal activity is happening. 
This can be anything from drugs being smuggled into the country or it can also be illegal immigrants entering the country to work in the sex or drug trade in the UK. This is a vital part to keep criminals entering the country and using the road network. If vehicles are stopped at the border and nothing is found but there is suspicion of them being linked to criminal activity this can be passed on and the vehicle could be tracked by ANPR to see where that vehicle will be travelling around in the UK. This in turn could provide the police with information or intelligence that they have been missing from an investigation. (Dover Port)
National crime agency states ‘Drug trafficking is a major source of revenue for organised crime groups, many of whom are involved in other forms of serious crime such as firearms, modern slavery and immigration crime. Action against drug trafficking therefore has a much wider disruptive impact on organised criminal activity.’  (National crime agency 2016)
In review this a major resource which can be used to deter criminals entering the country to commit crime and then use the road network to increase in their criminal activities. 
In conclusion many of the disruption options stated have great opportunities to disrupt criminals in their activities and can also help to prevent them from continuing further. It can help to catch criminals whilst committing crimes and help police gather vital information which can help with ongoing investigations which ultimately can lead to an individual being prosecuted. There are many more disruption options which police have access to and as technology is advancing there will be more techniques developed to further disrupt criminal activity. 
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	GUIDANCE FOR STUDENTS IN THE COMPLETION OF TASKS



NOTE: The guidance offered below is linked to the five generic assessment criteria overleaf.

1. Engagement with Literature Skills

Your work must be informed and supported by scholarly material that is relevant to and focused on the task(s) set. You should provide evidence that you have accessed an appropriate range of sources, which may be academic, governmental and industrial; these sources may include academic journal articles, textbooks, current news articles, organisational documents, and websites.  You should consider the credibility of your sources; academic journals are normally highly credible sources while websites require careful consideration/selection and should be used sparingly.   Any sources you use should be current and up-to-date, mostly published within the last five years or so, though seminal/important works in the field may be older.  You must provide evidence of your research/own reading throughout your work, using a suitable referencing system, including in-text citations in the main body of your work and a reference list at the end of your work. 

Guidance specific to this assessment: 

Refer to reading list to help you find relevant sources. Do not use Wikipedia or ‘red top’ newspapers’ these sources are not reliable, try to use governmental sources and reliable journal articles and books. 

2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills

At level 5, you should be able to demonstrate: sound knowledge and critical understanding of the well-established concepts and principles of the subject area and the way in which those principles have developed; knowledge of the main methods of enquiry in the discipline.  Knowledge relates to the facts, information and skills you have acquired through your learning.  You demonstrate your understanding by interpreting the meaning of the facts and information (knowledge). This means that you need to select and include in your work the concepts, techniques, models, theories, etc. appropriate to the task(s) set.  You should be able to explain the theories, concepts, etc. meaningfully to show your understanding.  Your mark/grade will also depend upon the extent to which you demonstrate your knowledge and understanding. 

Guidance specific to this assessment: You should demonstrate that you have understood what we have discussed in lectures and tutorials. Do not simply reproduce power point slides, show understanding and expand your knowledge by reading. 

3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills

You should be able to critically analyse information, and propose solutions to problems arising from that analysis, including the critical evaluation of the appropriateness of different approaches to solving problems. Your work must contain evidence of logical, analytical thinking, evaluation and synthesis. For example, to examine and break information down into parts, make inferences, compile, compare and contrast information.  This means not just describing what! But also justifying: Why? How? When? Who? Where? At what cost? At all times, you must provide justification/evidence for your arguments and judgements.  Evidence that you have reflected upon the ideas of others within the subject area is crucial to you providing a reasoned and informed debate within your work.  Furthermore, you should provide evidence that you are able to make sound judgements and convincing arguments using data and concepts, with an understanding of the limits of knowledge, and how this influences analyses and interpretations. Sound, valid conclusions are necessary and must be derived from the content of your work.   Where relevant, alternative solutions and recommendations may be proposed.

Guidance specific to this assessment: 
Do not show bias in your assignment you should present a balanced argument putting forward different perspectives on the topic for example can states commit ;’terrorism’? some would argue that they can whilst others would disagree. 

4. Practical Skills

At level 5, you should be able to use/deploy a range of established techniques within the discipline, and apply underlying concepts and principles outside the context in which they were first studied, including, where appropriate, the application of those principles in an employment context. You should be able to demonstrate how the subject-related concepts and ideas relate to real world situations and/or a particular context.  How do they work in practice?  You will deploy models, methods, techniques, and/or theories, in that context, to assess current situations, perhaps to formulate plans or solutions to solve problems, or to create artefacts, some of which may be creative.  This is likely to involve, for instance, the use of real world artefacts, examples and cases, the application of a model within an organisation and/or benchmarking one theory or organisation against others based on stated criteria.  You should show awareness of the limitations of concepts and theories when applied in particular contexts.

Guidance specific to this assessment: You might use ‘real world’ examples to highlight your arguments, for example why might one group be labelled ‘terrorist’ whilst another is not, is it the intended target? Or the ideology?




5. Transferable Skills for Life and Professional Practice 

Your work must provide evidence of the qualities and transferable skills necessary for employment requiring the exercise of personal responsibility and decision-making.  This includes demonstrating: professional development to advance existing skills and acquire new competences that will enable you to assume significant responsibility within organisations; that you can initiate and complete tasks and procedures, whether individually and/or collaboratively; that you can use appropriate media to effectively communicate information, arguments and analysis in a variety of forms to specialist and non-specialist audiences; fluency of expression; clarity and effectiveness in presentation and organisation. Work should be coherent and well-structured in presentation and organisation.


Guidance specific to this assessment: Put into practice what you have learned in Academic skills to structure your work so that it flows from one logical argument to the next using ‘linking’ words and sentences. Demonstrate you effective referencing skills. 







































	
STUDENT FEEDBACK FORM



This section details the extent to which the assessment criteria are demonstrated by you, which in turn determines your mark. The marks available for each category of skill are shown. Lecturers will use the space provided to comment on the achievement of the task(s), including those areas in which you have performed well and areas that would benefit from development/improvement.
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	Generic Assessment Criteria 
	Marks available
	Marks 
awarded

	1. Engagement with Literature Skills
.
	15
	

	





	
	

	
	
	

	2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills

	25
	

	





	
	

	
	
	

	3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills

	25
	

	





	
	

	
	
	

	4. Practical Application Skills

	25
	

	





	
	

	
	
	

	5. Transferable Skills for Life and Professional Practice

	10
	

	



	
	

	
	
	



	Assessment Mark (Assessment marks are subject to ratification at the Exam Board.  These comments and marks are to give feedback on module work and are for guidance only until they are confirmed. )
	Late Submission Penalties (tick if appropriate)
	%

	
	Up to 1 week late (40% Max)
	
	

	
	Over 1 week late (0%)
	
	









	GENERIC ASSESSMENT CRITERIA



	Level 5

	In accordance with the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications, at the end of Level 5 students will be expected to have developed sound knowledge and critical understanding of the well-established concepts and principles in their field of study, and of the way in which those principles have developed.  They will have learned to apply those concepts and principles more widely outside the context in which they were first studied, including, where appropriate, the application of those principles in an employment context. They will have knowledge of the main methods of enquiry in the subject area, and ability to evaluate critically different approaches to problem solving. They will possess an understanding of the limits of their knowledge, and how this influences their analyses and interpretations.  They will be able to use a range of established techniques to initiate and undertake critical analysis of information, and to propose solutions to problems arising from that analysis. They will be able to effectively communicate information, arguments and analysis in a variety of forms to specialist and non-specialist audiences, and deploy key techniques of the discipline effectively. They will be able to undertake further training, develop existing skills and acquire new competences that will enable them to assume significant responsibility within organisations.  They will have the qualities and transferable skills necessary for employment requiring the exercise of personal responsibility and decision-making.



	Level 5
	FAIL
	MARGINAL FAIL
	SATISFACTORY
(3rd / Pass)
	GOOD
(2.2 / Pass)
	VERY GOOD
(2.1 / Merit)
	EXCELLENT
(1st / Distinction)
	EXCEPTIONAL
(1st / Distinction)

	Category
	0-29%
	30-39%
	40-49%
	50-59%
	60-69%
	70-84%
	85-100%

	Engagement with literature (including reading, referencing,
academic conventions and
academic honesty) 
	Little or no evidence of reading and/or reliance on inappropriate sources.
Views and findings mostly unsupported and non-authoritative.
Referencing conventions used incoherently or largely absent.
	Poor engagement with essential reading. No evidence of wider reading. Reliance on inappropriate sources, and/or indiscriminate use of sources. Heavily reliant on information gained through class contact. Inconsistent and weak use of referencing.
	Engagement with a limited range of mostly relevant and credible sources. Some omissions and minor errors.
Referencing conventions evident though not always applied accurately or consistently.
	Engagement with an appropriate range of literature, including sources retrieved independently. Some over-reliance on texts. Referencing may show minor inaccuracies or inconsistencies.
	Engagement with a wide range of literature, including sources retrieved independently.
Selection of relevant and credible sources.  Very good use of referencing, with no/very few inaccuracies or inconsistencies.
	Engagement with an extensive range of relevant and credible literature. Consistently accurate application of referencing. 
	Exceptional engagement with an extensive range of relevant and credible literature. High-level referencing skills consistently applied.

	Knowledge and understanding (Sound knowledge and critical understanding of the well-established concepts and principles in their field of study; knowledge of the main methods of enquiry in the discipline.) 
	Major gaps in knowledge with unsatisfactory, uncritical understanding of the subject matter. Much irrelevant material.  Substantial inaccuracies. Significantly flawed understanding of the main methods of enquiry in the discipline.
	Fragmentary knowledge, with only superficial critical understanding. Some significant inaccuracies and/or irrelevant material.  Incomplete or partially flawed understanding of the main methods of enquiry in the discipline.
	Limited but adequate knowledge and critical understanding of the well-established concepts and principles within the subject area, with a few gaps in the selection of material. A narrow critical understanding of the main methods of enquiry. 
	Knowledge is reasonably detailed and accurate. A good critical understanding of the well-established concepts and principles and the main methods of enquiry, with minor gaps in the selection of material.
	Knowledge is reasonably extensive.  Exhibits very competent critical understanding of the well-established concepts and principles of the subject and the main methods of enquiry.  Breadth and depth of knowledge.
	Excellent, detailed knowledge and highly critical understanding of the well-established concepts and principles of the subject and the main methods of enquiry. 
	Exceptionally detailed knowledge and outstanding critical understanding of the well-established concepts and principles of the subject and the main methods of enquiry. May go beyond established theories.

	Cognitive and intellectual skills 
(Critical evaluation and analysis of concepts and principles; argument and judgement; the limits of their knowledge, and how this influences their analyses and interpretations.) 
	Wholly or almost wholly descriptive work. Little or no critical evaluation and analysis of concepts and principles.
Failure to develop arguments, leading to illogical or invalid judgements. Unsubstantiated generalisations or opinion, made without use of any credible evidence.

	Largely descriptive work, with superficial use of critical evaluation and analysis of concepts and principles. Weak development of arguments and judgements. Information accepted uncritically, uses generalised statements made with scant evidence and unsubstantiated opinions. Ideas sometimes illogical and contradictory.
	Limited attempt at critical evaluation and analysis of concepts and principles, tending towards description.
Some evidence to support arguments and judgements but these may be underdeveloped, with a little inconsistency / mis-interpretation or failure to fully recognise limits of knowledge.


	Some critical evaluation and analysis of concepts and principles, though descriptive in parts. 
An emerging awareness the limits of their knowledge and ability to use evidence to support the argument though with some tendency to assert/state opinion rather than argue on the basis of reason and evidence.
Mostly valid arguments and logical judgements. 
	Sound critical evaluation and analysis of concepts. Is selective in the range of evidence used and synthesises rather than describes. Ability to devise arguments that show awareness of different stances, and use evidence convincingly, to support appropriate and valid judgements. 
	Excellent critical evaluation and analysis of concepts and principles leading to logical, evidence-based, reasoned arguments and judgements. Explicit recognition of other stances and a strong awareness of the limits of their knowledge.
A capacity for independent thought and ability to ‘see beyond the question’, suggesting some grasp of the broader field and wider concepts.
	Outstanding critical evaluation and analysis of concepts and principles.  Uses evidence exceptionally well to connect ideas, and support highly logical and persuasive, arguments and judgements. Evidence of independent thought and ability to ‘see beyond the question’, suggesting a clear grasp of the broader field and wider concepts. Perceptive recognition of the limits of their knowledge, and how this influences their analyses and interpretations.

	Practical skills
(Apply underlying concepts and principles more widely outside the context in which they were first studied; use a range of established techniques; propose solutions to problems arising from analysis.)
	Limited or no use of established methods, materials, tools and/or techniques.
Little or no appreciation of the context of the application.
Limited understanding of the application of theory to practice or making appropriate links between the two.
Very weak problem-solving skills outside the context in which they were first studied. 
	Rudimentary application of established methods, materials, tools and/or techniques but without consideration and competence. Flawed appreciation of the context of the application.
Weak understanding of the application of theory to practice, with only occasional evidence of making appropriate links between the two. Weak problem-solving skills outside the context in which they were first studied. 


	An adequate awareness and mostly appropriate application of established methods, materials, tools and/or techniques.
Basic appreciation of the context of the application. Theoretical knowledge and understanding applied in practice, but not always making logical links between the two.
Can identify problems and propose basic solutions outside the context in which they were first studied. 
	A good and appropriate application of established methods, materials, tools and/or techniques.
Clear appreciation of the context of the application. Mainly consistent, accurate and logical application of theory to practice, making appropriate links between the two.
Can identify problems and propose mostly appropriate solutions outside the context in which they were first studied.
	A very good application of a range of established methods, materials, tools and/or techniques.
Very good consideration of the context of the application, with perceptive insights. Consistent, accurate and logical application of theory to practice, making appropriate links between the two. Can identify problems and propose appropriate solutions outside the context in which they were first studied.
Evidence of some creativity. 
	An advanced application of a range of established methods, materials, tools and/or techniques.
The context of the application is well considered, and insightful.
Consistent, accurate and logical application of theory to practice, making well-developed links between the two. Can identify problems and propose excellent, creative solutions outside the context in which they were first studied. 
	Exceptional levels of application and deployment skills using established methods, materials, tools and/or techniques.  Consistent, accurate and logical application of theory to practice, making highly developed links between the two. Can identify routine and non-routine problems and propose quite sophisticated, creative solutions outside the context in which they were first studied. 

	Transferable skills for life and professional practice
(Effectively communicate in a variety of forms
to specialist and non-specialist audiences;  the qualities and transferable skills necessary for employment requiring the exercise of personal responsibility and decision-making.)
	Communication medium is inappropriate or misapplied.
Work is poorly structured, disorganised and/or confusingly expressed. Very weak use of language and/or very inappropriate style. Failure to work effectively as part of a group. Little or no evidence of the skills for employment requiring the exercise of personal responsibility and decision-making.


	Communication medium is poorly designed and/or not suitable for the audience. 
Work is poorly presented in a disjointed manner. It is loosely, and at times incoherently, structured, with information and ideas often poorly expressed. Weak use of language and/or inappropriate style. Flawed approach to group work, meeting only partial obligations to others. Limited evidence of the skills for employment requiring the exercise of personal responsibility and decision-making.
	Can communicate in a suitable medium for the audience but with some room for improvement. 
Mostly ordered presentation and structure in which relevant ideas / concepts are reasonably expressed. Work may lack coherence in places. Can work as part of a group, meeting most obligations to others but perhaps with limited involvement in group activities.
Demonstrates the basic skills for employment requiring the exercise of personal responsibility and decision-making, with some areas of minor weakness.
	Can communicate effectively in a suitable medium for the audience, but may have minor errors.
Mostly coherent, organised work, in a suitable structure and is for the most part clearly expressed. Can work effectively independently and/or as part of a team, with clear contribution to group activities. 
Demonstrates the skills for employment requiring the exercise of personal responsibility and decision-making, with some areas of strength and some of minor weakness.
	Can communicate well, confidently and consistently in a suitable medium for the audience.
Work is coherent, fluent, well-structured and organised. Can work very well autonomously and/or as part of a team, with very good contribution to group activities. 
Demonstrates very good skills for employment requiring the exercise of personal responsibility and decision-making, with just occasional minor weakness.
	Can communicate professionally confidently and consistently in a suitable medium for the audience.
Work is coherent, very fluent and is presented proficiently. Can work autonomously with initiative. Where relevant can work professionally within a team, showing leadership skills as appropriate, and meeting obligations. Demonstrates excellent skills for employment requiring the exercise of personal responsibility and decision-making and an appetite for further development.

	Can communicate with an exceptionally high level of professionalism, highly suitable for the audience. 
Work is exceptionally coherent, very fluent and is presented professionally. Can work exceptionally well within a team, showing leadership skills. Demonstrates exceptional skills for employment requiring the exercise of personal responsibility and decision-making and an appetite for further development.




THIS DOCUMENT IS ALSO AVAILABLE IN WELSH



image1.png
Prifysgol Cymru
¥ Drindod Dew Sant

J University of Wales
Trinity Saint David




