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Essay one
This paper will assess the significance of police malpractice and misconduct and how it has influenced modern professional policing. Primarily, police misconduct and malpractice can be categorised by the behaviours or wrongdoings that have occurred or been attempted by members of the police service. Theorist, Newburn, T. (2015) have argued that police misconduct and malpractice are a result of the exploitation of position and authority that officers have used for personal advancement. Misconduct refers to a neglect of duty and deliberate wrongdoing by disregarding the code of ethics and policing principles as a public officer which consequentially has undermined public trust and confidence (Crown Prosecution Service, 2018). The foundation for modern professional policing is that officers’ conduct their duty ethically and morally as the service is dependent on public endorsement for its legitimacy (Kumar, S., Sherman, L.W & Strang, H. 2022).
Central to this is the principle of police malpractice and its influence on modern professional policing, is highlighted through the murder of Sarah Everard (Lowerson, A. J., 2022). On the 3rd of March 2021, Sarah Everard was kidnapped, raped, and murdered by the serving Metropolitan Police officer Wayne Couzens who used his position of authority to coerce and violate a young woman (Dodd., Siddique., 2021). Based on the findings of Research from End Violence Against Women (Intelbrief,2021) it claims that 50% of women have less trust in the police following Sarah Everard’s death. Subsequentially, this research emphasises the notion that police malpractice and misconduct causes a decline in public trust. The accumulation of misconduct, malpractice and criminal behaviour conducted by Wayne Couzens has demonstrated how the current vetting system and the internal process could potentially allow wrongdoers to slip through the net (BBC, 2023). The Code of Ethics states ‘Police officers do not abuse their powers or authority and respect the rights of all individual's (Legislation.gov.uk, 2020). Couzens violated this fundamental principle to manipulate and exploit a vulnerable female for personal gain.
These factors contribute to amendments such as an independent six-month investigation into the police services' internal culture and professional standards as a result of Wayne Couzens misconduct (BBC, 2022). Furthermore, there have been further considerations towards vetting standards of officers subsequently preventing further abuse of positions (Home Office, 2023). There has been an enhancement to the Vetting Codes of Practice such as tougher vetting of high-ranking officers and preventing officers who have been dismissed from finding re-employment with another force (Gov.co.uk 2023). The influence that stronger vetting has on modern professional policing proposes that those with past behaviours or a criminal record are eliminated from advancing into the force (Wallis, 2023). Comparatively, vetting does not identify the beliefs or standards of individuals of those attempting to join the policing establishment. 
Correspondingly, another past instance of police malpractice and misconduct which has had an impact on modern professional policing can be demonstrated through David Carrick, a former serving Metropolitan Police officer who has been convicted on twelve counts of rape (BMJ, 2023). Carrick like Couzens has exploited his position of power for his sexual gain whereby he has prolifically abused vulnerable individuals. Another essential fact to consider is that Carrick came to the attention of the metropolitan service and three other forces nine times (Christodoulou, Atherley, 2023). According to The Guardian, (2023) Carrick, despite the complaints made against him was issued a firearm and additionally passed vetting again. 
Concerning this incident, it is apparent that modern professional policing has been influenced by malpractice and misconduct as per the reforms proposed by the government and the police service in general.  A review into police dismissals will commence and new checks will be made to automatically flag if an arrested individual is a serving officer. Additionally, the Mayor of London is to spend more than £14 million specifically on rebuilding trust in the Met Police (London assembly, 2023). Furthermore, forces nationwide will be asked to check existing police officers and staff against national databases to set apart those who have been failed to be noticed (UK Parliament, 2022). 
The influence this has on modern professional policing is that officers are being held accountable for acting against the codes of practice, making the standard of officers greater than ever (Westmarland, Louise and Rowe, Michael, 2018). Previous police regulations set out that officers are not to ignore colleagues' misconduct, but there were not strict disciplinary actions for acting against this. However, the code of ethics is now specific and comprehensive in relation to the duty of officers to report any wrongdoings (College of Policing, 2014). With clear mention that there is support for acting against the wrongful actions of others as to prevent unethical conduct in the service. 
In addition, another incident whereby police malpractice and misconduct has influenced modern professional policing can be noted in the example of Bijan Ebrahimi (Independent, 2017). Mr Ebrahimi, registered disabled, vulnerable adult was murdered near his home address in Bristol by his neighbour Lee James and Stephan Norley in 2013. Six Avon and Somerset officers were found guilty of gross misconduct as they failed to respond to calls from Mr Ebrahimi leading up to his death and were dismissed from the police service and convicted of misconduct in a public office (The Guardian, 2016). Up to forty calls which consisting of Mr Ebrahimi reporting racial abuse, threats to kill and criminal damage none of which were recorded by officers involved. 
The impact that this incident had on modern professional policing is that due to this gross misconduct, the IPCC uncovered that there was “conscious or unconscious racial bias” in the management of Mr Ebrahimi’s case. (BBC, 2017). More importantly, Safer Bristol Partnership discovers evidence of ‘discriminatory behaviour and institutional racism’ (Safer Bristol Partnership, 2018/2019). Since this instance, the police service has been driven to advance the representation of BAME communities to enhance education as officers with diverse backgrounds will enhance cultural awareness and break down language barriers with harder to reach communities (Walcott, 2021) within the force and allow diverse communities to feel their force represents them. PCSO’s are a key example of the change in engaging with communities since the case of Mr Ebrahimi as they are a local level visible poling agency which helps build relationships with the vulnerable and provide guidance in preventing crime and assessing the needs of others.
In summary, it can be concluded that past instances of police malpractice and misconduct have influenced modern professional policing heavily as evidenced by reforms that have been made. In particular, the change in vetting ensures that officers within the force and also officers joining have morals that align with the code of ethics. Furthermore, the advancement in encouraging BAME communities to join the force and the development of the Neighbourhood Policing Team demonstrates the efforts by the police to adapt from previous errors. 
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Essay two
This paper will assess the significance that media coverage has in affecting policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents. The media is a powerful tool for shaping public perception of how well the police service responds to public protection incidents such as sexual offences and violence against minority groups (Schultz, 2019). It means that the media is a major factor in influencing political discourse and policing tactics (Grossman, 2022).   
The Human Rights Act 1988 (CPS, 2022) grants the freedom of expression and endorses the right to receive information as this is a fundamental pillar for a democratic society. The police service and The Criminal Justice Service are under obligation to be impartial and unbiased; the media however is not (Weaver, 2001).  
It can be argued that the media is a major contributor to the public's depiction of the police as it holds significant influence due to the fact it governs the information the public has access to (Livingstone and Lunt, 1994).  The media is a primary source of information regarding the decisions of law enforcement agencies therefore it has an immense impact on the information given to the public. This consequently sets a precedent for public debate (Chan, 2012).  This notion is emphasised by Greer and Reiner (2015) as they found that 80% of interviewees stated in their study that the primary source of facts regarding policing was provided by the televised news. 
The media acts as the voice of accountability as it frequently reports on police misconduct and malpractice which therefore causes distrust between the public and the policing service (Bonner, 2009). The foundations of policing are underpinned by the Peelian principle of policing by consent therefore the media has a significant influence on public support for the police (Shannon, 2021). 
Powell and Scanlon (2015) explore the idea that present-day media has demonstrates abuse against children as a major issue in modern society. News and stories regarding the abuse of children cause public outrage due to their direct questioning of the humanity of individuals who abuse children (Kitzinger, 1996). These stories become sensationalised by the media causing a witch hunt against those in positions of authority who have failed to notice predators (Goddard and Saunders, 2001).
This can be highlighted in the case of The News of the World Campaign 2000 (Belle, 2007). This campaign criticised that police were not efficient in dealing with sex offenders following the death of Sarah Payne who was killed by Roy Whitting, a known sexual predator (BBC, 2001). The policing strategy prior to this instance did not offer disclosure to parents concerned of local offenders in their area. The News of the World Campaign in alliance with Sarah’s parents campaigned for Sarah’s Law which in summary would allow disclosure of sexual offenders to concerned parents. 
Therefore, the campaign consequently caused fearmongering and condoned vigilante action against sexual offenders that were named in the article (The Guardian, 2000).  The impact the article had on public opinion meant that mob violence was high throughout the UK however innocent people who had been wrongly identified in the campaign were being tormented (Lister, 2002). A believed paedophile killed himself due to the hounding from mobs and a female paediatrician was chased from her home due to individuals confusing paediatrician with the word paedophile (Hall, 2001). 
This instance highlights how media coverage affects policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents as due to the public outrage The News of the World Campaign caused, Sarah’s Law was introduced (Dugan, 2001). Sarah’s law based upon Megan’s law in the United States which allows the disclosure of sexual offenders in a particular area (Criminal Injuries Helpline, 2022). In the United Kingdom, 43 forces in England and Wales allow for an application to be made regarding an individual involved with a child and can provide a confidential disclosure to a concerned parent, guardian or neighbour (West Yorkshire Police, 2023). Therefore, this instance shows how media coverage affects policing strategies in relation to public protection as the media’s pressure instigated Sarah’s Law. 
The handling of sexual offences by the police was further criticised after the exposure of the abuse committed by BBC presenter Jimmy Savile (Laville, Addley and Halliday, 2013). The ITV documentary exposing Saville had 2 million viewers who listened to Saville’s victims and their criticism on the police, NHS, BBC and The Government (Deans, 2012). 
The media coverage of Savile’s crimes spiked national outrage which therefore prompted conversations of the major issue of sexual abuse and how the police needed to support victims better. Due to the extensive media coverage following the ground-breaking ITV Documentary, Police forces were heavily criticized for failing to support victims who made multiple allegations whilst Savile was alive. Despite reports being made to multiple forces, the police failed spot a pattern of behaviour on the prolific offending of Savile (Rose, 2013). This created pressure on the police to demonstrate how instances such as this would never repeat themselves. 
As a consequence of the media coverage involving police failures in relation to the victims of Jimmy Saville, Operation Yewtree was commenced by the Metropolitan Police (Greer and McLaughlin, 2012). Operation Yewtree investigated historical child sexual abuse following the ITV Documentary investigating Savile’s extensive sexual crimes. A collaboration between the Metropolitan Police and The National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children published ‘Giving Victims a Voice’ (Smith and Burnet, 2018) which identified over 450 victims found from Operation Yewtree when investigating Saville. 
The immense media coverage given to the exposure of Saville’s crimes led to reforms in policing strategies when dealing with public protection. Firstly, the media coverage demonstrated the Metropolitan Police’s efforts to give victims an opportunity to be heard. This led to the shift in a policing attitude to place public protection at the forefront of policing priorities (The Police Foundation, 2022) rather than focusing on acquisitive crime types. 
The ‘Yewtree Effect’ advanced the notion of victim focused policing which led to inquiries such as the Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse and other associated operations such as Operation Hydrant which delivered a police force led response into historical child abuse (Reeves p212-231, 2018). These reforms demonstrate the significant influence media coverage has on policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents. 
In conclusion, it is evident that media coverage affects policing strategies, mainly public protection incidents involving child sexual abuse. The instances which led to Sarah’s Law and the change in policing strategies allowing parents disclosure regarding sexual offences. Furthermore, the Jimmy Saville case displays the shift in attitudes that the polices service has with supporting victims.
Word count: 1088 
Essay three
How effective is early intervention in preventing young people from offending or re-offending?
This assignment will discuss the extent that early intervention has in preventing young people from offending or re-offending. Early intervention can be explored by examining the primary and secondary causes that influence youth crime and reoffending (Ministry of Justice, 2010). Early intervention is enhanced through a multi-agency approach whereby the cooperation between local services tackles community issues and removes obstacles in youth engagement (HM Inspectorate of Probation, 2021). 
The notion of ‘children first, offenders second’ presented a comprehensive approach to understanding the reasons for youth crime which marked a change in the approaches of the Welsh Government in 2014 (Gov.uk, 2014). Bronfenbrenner’s model is similar to the children first approach in that it emphasises the importance of how the environment of the youth impacts their growth and development throughout the course of their lifetime.  This model explores the theory that a young person’s attitudes and possibilities are influenced by the microsystems of their upbringing which can include their family and educational environment (Antony, 2022). 
Complementary to this theory is the CAPRICORN framework (Public Health England, 2019) which in summary is a government scheme whereby a multi-agency approach is taken as an early intervention step to identify risk and protection factors that are influences in young people offending or re offending. CAPRICORN explores the upstream and downstream causes into offending and re-offending at both individual and community levels (HM Inspectorate of Probation, 2023).  
CAPRICORN identifies the socio-economic aspects of offending and re-offending. An example of one of the socio-economic components is the education of young people. Based on the findings of Public Health England, (2019) 50% of 15–17-year-old youth offenders have educational skills that are on average with 7–11-year-olds and also found that learning disabilities are more prevalent with youths entering custody. Therefore, early intervention at an educational level encourages the promoting of life-enhancing skills and extracurricular interests which advance engagement in education and improvement in the mental health of youths (Harrington, Sinfield and Burns, 2016). 
Furthermore, it has been identified that school exclusion is a factor that increases the probability of youths entering the Criminal Justice System (Arnez, Condry,2021). According to The Edinburgh Study of Youth Transitions and Crime (2021) exclusion from school is a fundamental predictor of young people obtaining a criminal record and amplifies the probability of imprisonment. Another finding that emphasises this notion is demonstrated by the Youth Justice Board (2006) stating that 41% of a study of 900 disadvantaged young people lacked qualifications therefore preventing them from obtaining their aspirations.  
Conversely, it can be argued that early intervention via a multi-agency approach is not effective in preventing offending and re-offending. Children’s Commissioner (2021) argues that most Local Authorities have not grasped the main drivers for youth violence and do not have a logical approach in tackling the risk factors for vulnerable children. Pamment, (2019) has hypothesised that the multi-agency approach is flawed because of its lack of accountability and that the content given to youths did not tackle fundamental issues youths face.  Laver, L., (2019, pp. 169-186) reaffirms this as it states that young offenders regularly “bounce between services” which causes young people confusion and unsettlement. 
Despite this, early intervention can be considered to be a effective tool in preventing re-offending and offending according to Gov.uk (2023) as it found that there has been a 10% decrease in first-time entrants to the youth justice system. Re-offending is commonly linked with the term re-arrest however due to the large range of options youths have today for outcomes of crime, re-offending can be defined by any reconviction data or involvement with crime (Kemp, Sorsby, Liddle & Merrington). 
Furthermore, it states that the re-offending is at the lowest rate ever. These findings are valuable in order to illustrating how early intervention is effective in preventing offending and re-offending in young people. 
Adverse childhood experiences (ACE’s) refer to traumatic incidents which happened during infancy and can impact on the wellbeing of individuals throughout their lifetime (Boeullier, Blair 2018). These can include sexual, emotional, and physical abuse or exposure to domestic violence. Adolescent offenders who have had ACEs are suggested to be more susceptible to suffering from various mental health conditions (Craig, Piquero, Farrington & Ttofi, 2017). According to Stallard, Thomason & Churchyard (2003), the Prison Reform Trust study illustrates that more than 90% of youths imprisoned currently suffer with one or more mental health problems. Early exposure to detention and courts are factors that have a likelihood of increasing poor mental health and have a strong link with young people re-offending (Callaghan, Young & Vostanis, 2003).
Giving young offenders learning opportunities which they potentially never had prior to entering the Youth Justice System can be suggested to prevent re-offending. MORTARIA (The Moving Offender Rehabilitation Through Archaeological Recording, Investigation and Analysis) supported the teaching of archaeology to custodial-serving young offenders in the Welsh Governments efforts to tackle poverty and social bias (Pudney, C., 2018). Further benefits of this strategy were to teach the impact anti-social behaviour such as vandalism has on historic sites. 
Furthermore, early prevention using multisystemic therapy (MST) has been shown to prevent re-offending through home and community interventions which target the causes behind re-offending (Butler, Baruch, Hickey & Byford, 2013). Therefore, it is apparent that confronting ACE’s and their causes will help reduce youth offending and re-offending.  Kessler, R, C. et al. (2018) findings state that the annihilation of ACE’s would reduce mental health disorders by 29.8%. 
In conclusion, this essay has discussed the root causes for youth offending and re-offending such as socio-economic disadvantages of youths as well as ACE’s which consequentially led young people into the Criminal Justice System. The early prevention methods such as a multi-agency approach and educational opportunities for existing offenders have been shown to be effective in preventing offending and re-offending.
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Essay four
This essay will evaluate whether partnership strategies are the most effective means of rehabilitating offenders. A partnership approach can be defined as a collective of organisations utilising their resources collectively to expand offenders' opportunities to improve their lives significantly (Berry, Briggs, Erol and Staden, 2021). 
 
The partnership approach regarding rehabilitation has advantages such as improved access for offenders to receive support and resources which as a result offer opportunities and addresses the underlying causes of offender behaviour (HMIC, 2015). Through agencies working together, it can offer offenders a thorough and integrated strategy for remedying the root causes behind re-offending (Staffordshire Commissioner, N.D.).  

According to the UK Parliament (2019) reoffending costs Wales and England £15 billion annually Re-offending has a variety of factors that contribute to an offender's likelihood of relapsing back in the Criminal Justice System. These elements fall into two categories: static and dynamic factors (Beech and Craig,2012). 

Risks associated with an offender's background and criminal history are known as static factors. These include factors such as age, gender, and prior criminal history which are difficult for rehabilitation or treatment programmes to change (Ministry of Justice, 2013). Dynamic factors, however, are risks that can be changed through redevelopment initiatives. Risks like substance abuse, employment, mental health, and family support networks are examples of dynamic factors (Forensic Fundamentals, 2023).   Factors that influence re-offending are commonly associated with substance misuse, unemployment and adverse childhood experiences. 

The overall proven reoffending rate was 24.3% for January to March 2021 (GOV.UK, 2022). Understanding and targeting the criminogenic needs of offenders allows for strategic opportunities to reduce re-offending. A strategy for tackling re-offending effectively can be utilised through partnership approaches as they allow for specific and targeted support for offenders to divert from re-entering the Criminal Justice System. 

According to HM Government (2020), the highest re-offending rates are associated with neighbourhood crimes. Contemporary statistics have found that 52.2% of those found guilty of theft and 31.9% of those found guilty of robbery are found to re-offend within 12 months of being released from prison. Adopting a similar position, Smith and Hopkins (2013) contend that criminals involved in acquisitive crimes such as theft have a higher probability of re-offending in comparison with offenders involved in violent or sexual crime categories. 

An illustration of an effective partnership approach as a means of rehabilitating offenders can be presented in The Bristol IOM Model (Williams and Ariel, 2012). This model is a partnership approach that includes probation, police, local authority, prisons and drug and alcohol services (Pycroft and Gough, 2019). The scheme offers essential access to rehabilitative routes which address the underlying cause of offender behaviour such as being facilitated with drug and alcohol addiction support and access to accommodation.  

The Wales Reducing Reoffending Strategy 2014-2016 (National Offender Management Service, 2015) was a scheme established by the Welsh Government to decrease reoffending in Wales. The approach in summary was to improve the effectiveness of the Criminal Justice System whilst simultaneously tackling the underlying causes for re-offending. The Welsh Government's strategy concentrated on early intervention, prevention, rehabilitation and support (Read, Verity and Richards, 2022). 

An element of the strategy focuses on partnership approaches with female offenders (Llewellyn, Verity and Wallace, 2020). Female offenders often have more complex needs such as trauma from sexual or domestic abuse and issues regarding addiction (Roberts, 2015).  GOV.UK (2013) state that it is costing £45,000 per annum to keep a female offender in prison and nearly 45% of these offenders go on to re-offend within 12 months of being released from prison. 

Women’s Pathfinder is a specific organisation based in Wales that has the objective of supporting female offenders (O’Meara, Edwards and Davies, 2020). The administration holds multi-agency meetings whereby agencies can work in unity to address the issues female offenders face (GWENT Police, N.D.).  The organisation also offers training and education, coordinating with partnerships to allow female offenders access to workshops and courses that will improve their employability and learning (Lewis, et al., 2007).  Women’s Pathfinder provides counselling and social gatherings for female offenders that aid women in creating support networks and consequently aid the well-being of offenders (Sheeran, 2022).  

In Wales, over 1400 women have been successfully deterred away from the Criminal Justice System, according to IOM Cymru (N.D.) Additionally, The Women’s Pathfinder Diversion Scheme exhibited a 26% decrease in re-offending as reported. These statistics represent how an integrated partnership approach in managing female offenders is effective and successful.  

Comparatively, partnership approaches can be seen as ineffective because of the need for specialised treatment for offenders of complex crimes, where a particular treatment is required to address the underlying factors that lead to re-offending. It can be argued that medical professionals who can comprehend the incredibly complex psychological barriers to rehabilitation are most appropriate in treating offenders of serious sexual offences (Harrison et al., 2020). 

Cognitive-behavioural therapy (CBT) is a treatment that integrates the psychological, environmental and societal components that impact re-offending (Kirsh and Becker, 2005).  Sexual offenders using cognitive-behavioural therapy were less likely to re-offend and were found to be a successful treatment in preventing relapsing (Mpofu, et al., 2016). Therefore, it can be argued that a partnership approach may not be effective in rehabilitating offenders as specialised treatment from one organisation can be more effective in reducing re-offending. 
In conclusion, partnership approaches can be considered an effective means of rehabilitation of offenders as they tackle the criminogenic needs and create comprehensive strategies to understand offender behaviour. Partnership approaches use various avenues to help offenders rehabilitate and through the use of pooling resources, offenders are successfully accessing rehabilitative treatment. 
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