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Slide 1- Investment in public infrastructure
Tourism in Wales brings multiple benefits however it brings strain on public infrastructure. It results in overcrowding on roads and public transport. As well as this facilities such as parks, toilets and waste services are being used by far more people than designed for.

A tourism levy will provide Government’s with funds to upgrade and maintain these facilities. Due to visitors using these facilities is reasonable that they contribute to them. This will not only benefit residents, but visitors too, creating an overall improved visitor experience. 

The revenue from a tourism levy can be used to upgrade transport, maintain public space as well as improve accessibility. This ensures Wales as a destination is cleaner, safer and more efficient. 

The tourism levy will only cost £1.30 per night for tourists but could raise as much as £33 million a year. These funds will ensure a better reputation of Wales as well as increase the quality of life for residents. 

Slide 2- Employment Opportunities
Tourism is one of Wales’s most important industries, supporting many jobs. A tourism levy wil provide job opportunities within this sector. 

A tourism levy can be reinvested into training local people for jobs within the sector as well as being used for infrastructure which will generate employment in construction, maintenance, transport, hospitality and heritage conservation.

A tourism levy can also help to limit seasonal employment by funding attractions and events. This will mean that there will be more stable, full-time work available.

By strengthening the tourism sector this will also support small businesses allowing them to grow and hire locally with fundings from the levy. Strengthening the sector will also increase demand therefore enhancing employment growth.
Slide 3- Environmental and Sustainable benefits
Wales is known for it’s natural beauty through its national parks and coastlines however tourists can bring a strain on the environments. A tourism levy can prevent this and maintain Wales’s beauty.

The tourism levy can be invested into protecting the environment, maintaining things like footpaths, waste, pollution and protecting wildlife. 

The levy can also support sustainable tourism by investing in greener transport options, conserving the environment and education programmes which will persuade responsible behaviour in Wales.

The tourism levy will make sure that tourists are contributing to protecting the environment they are visiting instead of leaving local communities to pay the costs.

By maintaining and protecting the environment now this will therefore have a positive impact on future tourism in Wales.

Slide 4- Tourism Levy Rates UK and Worldwide
Tourism levies are not new and are currently already working worldwide. Cities such as Paris, Amsterdam and Berlin are charging small nightly charges in order to manage and maintain tourism and public services.

Venice was the first city in the world to introduce a 5 euro charge for day visitors bringing in 2.4m euros for the city.

Compared to these places Wales is charging a minimal cost level which is small enough to not turn away visitors but still make a big difference when combined. 

A tourism levy would help Wales to manage tourism responsibly, fairly and sustainably whilst remaining competitive with other destinations. This proved to be beneficial in other countries so would therefore have a positive impact for Wales. 

Conclusion
In conclusion from an economic point of view a tourism levy In Wales in my opion would be beneficial as it provides additional costs for tourism related projects.
It is a fund paid by visitors as it is only reasonable that they contribute to maintaining the country that they are visiting. Due to the levy funding and maintaining tourism in Wales this should increase the demand of tourists therefore enhancing jobs.

Overall the introduction of a tourism levy at a little cost of £1.30 should not deter visitors from Wales but instead boost tourism for the country.



