OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group: 27/9/2022, 09:00am – Year 5


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
First thing in the morning between 9:00am and 10:00am.
Subject/AOLE – Welsh.
Children were revisitng work from previous day on the Welsh Mabinogion tale, Branwen.
Children were tasked with drawing a story board to coincide with different parts of the tale.
Some children were out in violin/cello lessons so was not a full class.


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
When the class teacher was explaining the task to the pupils, there was one pupil sat on a seperate table behind the line of where the teacher was stood, seperated from the rest of the pupils in the class. This pupil was not listening to what the ateacher had to say and was not paying attention at all. The pupil was playing on the ipad in their own world. What made matters worse for both the pupil and the teacher, was that the teacher was not directing the task to the child at all.
In order to get this pupil involved, the teacher asked the pupil to be their helper and give pieces of paper out to the rest of the class.
After this the child returned to their individual table and proceeded to play Minecraft ont the iPad. To stop this the teacher tasks the pupil with writing sentences about their cat – not the same task as the rest of the class.
The teacher explains to us that the pupil does not like the story of Branwen, so there’s need for the the teacher to reflect and adapt their lesson.
Despite this the pupil does not listen and proceeds to play on the ipad.
The child finally, after being asked again, starts doing their task on their cats, the pupil also shows me their previous work on their cats (teacher providing the same task every time when the pupil does not want to do work?), the child is very proud of their work, however, it is all in English.
The pupil is happy to do this individual task and the teacher explains to us how they have to adapt the pupils work in order to keep the pupil happy and on task without interfering with the other pupils’ learning.
The pupil has written their sentences on their cats, however, again, the work is in English, despite being told by the teacher to write it in Welsh and a few of us PGCE students encourageing them to write it in Welsh (does the pupil struggle in Welsh? Does the pupil use it at home?)

	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?
Possible areas of exploration could be as follows:
· Child could possibly have additional learning needs, whether that be ASD or ADHD it is difficult to tell, but this could definitely be an area of possible exploration. – teacher told us that the child was at the start of the testing process for ASD
· Another area of possible exploration is the pupil’s experience in previous years in school. Have they always been allowed to do what they want? Has this created a sense of power in the child’s mind where if they decide they don’t want to work, they will play up if they dont get their way?
· Could possibly see if the child has a dexterity problem. This would explain why the child is on the ipad/laptop instead of using their book like the rest of the class.
· Lastly is could be an issue of understanding the Welsh language.


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)
Rather settled enviroment as it was first thing in the morning, not many distractions, other than the few PGCE students observing – we were told the pupils were used to visitors, so this should not have been an issue.
Became a bit busier when pupils returned from their violin/cello lessons.
The pupils in the classroom were all at different stages in their work and were working at different speeds whilst also talking, was not noisy but the classroom certainly was not quiet.
The classroom teacher was sat with the table of pupils at the front of the class and did not move for the entirety of the time we were there. The teacher spoke to the pupils, and the pupil in discussion from where they were sat and did not check on students by walking to them etc.
From the moment we were there, the pupil in question had the iPad and none of the same material as the other students, they also were not tasked with the same task as the others, and many pupils wer aware of this and wanted to go and see what the pupil in question was doing.










Record 2
	Date and time, year group: 26/9/2022, 10:00am – Year 3


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
First session of the day in a year 3 classroom on a Monday morning.
The class was full and later split into two groups, one group stayed inside to do Mathematics and the other went out into the ‘hafan’ area for year 3 and 4.

	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
Pupil clearly not paying attention and was swinging on their chair throughout the lesson. The teacher could see that the pupil was not engaged and when they were doing mathematics on the board, the teacher called the pupil up to answer a question. 
Pupil got the question wrong, but the teacher encouraged the pupil to try again. Pupil instantly started swinging again when they returned to their seat. As the lesson progressed, the pupil got progressively restless and started turning around and talking, forcing the teacher to stop what they were doing purely to tell the pupil to stop talking and turn around. 
They had completely lost focus and started distracting the rest of their table by talking and singing, stopping the others from doing their work. 
Saw a sudden change in their attitude after a negative interaction with the teacher. The pupil answered the teacher back when asked to return to their seat, and as a result of this was forced to stand in the corner of the room by the teacher and then tidy up the mess on the floor left from the task. 
Pupil then trying to please the teacher by putting their hand up to answer every question and suggesting that if anyone was stuck, they could look at the board to help them whilst going through the times table – the teacher responded positively and reassured the pupil that they were right.
There was a clear change in the pupil’s attitude after having a row for answering back and the pupil responded positively and showed engagement with the lesson and what the teacher was asking, in contrast to the morning when all they were focused on was swinging on their chair.

	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?
It could be possible that this child is consistently looking for attention and therefore may not be receiving much attention at home and therefore, is messing around in class as a way of getting attention when in school. One could possibly watch this child more closely as time goes by in order to see if this behaviour continues or if it was a one off due to something putting the pupil a bad mood from the weekend.
Another area of possible exploration would be looking at the possibility of getting the child tested for ADHD. As the pupil could not really stay still throughout the morning anf kept swiniging on the chair, this could be a sign as the student constantly finds the need to be doing something/fidget.
The pupil could also be struggling with their school work and the misbehaving is a sign of their struggles in Maths for example.

	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)
In addition to the incident in the morning the pupil proceeded to misbehave.
After dinner time, year 3, 4, 5 & 6 had an assembly where they were in a teams meeting and watching a Welsh harpist play different songs.
Many of the students lost interest quickly, but this student in particular did not pay attention at all from the beginning of the assembly.
The pupil was messing around and drawing attention from their peers, resulting in a series of rows from the teachers who were present in the assembly.








Record 3
	Date and time, year group: 26/9/2022, 11:30am – Year 3


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
Whilst observing and helping the year three pupils, I witnessed brilliant group work and a very positive response to the idea of making posters as a group. One pupil caught my attention with how positive their response was to the work and their interest, as when the task was explained, the pupil’s immediate response was “this makes no sense to me”, as they are in a Welsh school, and the idea of being punished for speaking Welsh is foreign to the pupil and their upbringing. This pupil whilst showing interest in the topic, showed leadership skills by delegating the work around the group, instructing their peers on their role and sharing responsibilities. This brilliant group work was also highlighted throughout other members of the group as others were helping each other spell phrases such as “Do not speak Welsh!” The group’s positive response to the worked continued throughout the task as they showed interest in the topic and wanted to make the poster as informative as possible. Alongside this, their politeness was also very apparent as they asked each other politely if they could borrow each other’s pencils.
It was apparent that the pupil’s Welsh-language skills were almost non-existent, and that could possibly be why they were so engaged in the Welsh Not task as they were able to do it through the medium of English. As the session went on, you could see how this child was getting very bored and went from being very engaged in the task, to not interested at all once they had finished the poster. The pupil started climbing on their chair and on the bookshelves next to them and a number of LSAs had to tell the pupil to stop.
	After dinner, the children had a Music Monday session on zoom. It was done via assembly for years 3-6 and was all done through the medium of Welsh. The pupils got to listen to a harpist play a variety of songs. This part of the day highlighted the pupil from the group who had learning difficulties and their behaviour. Throughout the session, the pupil could not pay attention and other pupils were telling them to be quiet. The pupil’s lack of attention was apparent throughout the Music Monday assembly, and it drew the attention of the teachers and LSAs, who had to go over and tell the pupil off many times, however the pupil continued to mess around and not pay attention, even after getting a row. This showed a big contrast to the morning’s group work on the Welsh Not and there could be many reasons for this. Firstly, it could be as simple as with the pupil’s difficulties, sitting in an assembly for half an hour is not that beneficial for the pupil as they need to get rid of their energy and cannot stay focused for that amount of time, sitting quietly on the floor. Also, the fact that their Welsh isn’t the best could also be another factor in the contrast from the morning to the afternoon, as the morning’s task was done through the medium of English, the pupil’s attention was good and the Music Monday session was done in Welsh, therefore, as they could not understand it as well, the pupil’s attention was lost immediately.

	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?
In this case, it is possible to explore the area of additional learning needs as their, especially as the child, once done with the work, could not sit still and also the techer mentioned that some in their group had additional learning needs.
Another area to explore is the simple area of the child’s performance in school as their misbehaviour could be due to their lack of understanding of the work. Therefore, we could explore the idea of the pupil coming out of lessons more to have more one-to-one support with Learning Support Assisstants.
As the child barely spoke Welsh and struggled to understand the Welsh that was spoken to them, it might be worth looking into the pipil’s confidence in the Welsh language as this could be having a negative affect on their learning experience.


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)
The teacher mentioned that the group this pupil was, had a few students with additional learning needs and some who were in need of more support when doing their work but did not specify who.
The enviroment when the child was on task was rather busy as they were in the ‘hafan’ with some of us (PGCE students) helping them with their work, therefore, as they was under supervision of new people this could have possibly made the pupil misbehave more.
Also when in an assembly, the child was constantly chatting and messing around, attracting the attention of other students, resulting in a row from one of the teachers. This behaviour could possibly have been worsened due to it taking place after lunch, however, as we saw his misbehabviour after in the afternoon as well as the morning, it is more likely that it was the attitude of the child that was causing the misbehaviour, not the time of day.
It was clear though, that when the pupil was engaged in the morning and working in a group, the misbehaviour was almost non-existent. It only appeared when they were bored.



