THE JUDICIARY
Aim

The aim of this workshop is to encourage the student to think critically about the appointment and composition of the senior judiciary and whether their social background affects their ability to ‘judge.’  Students will then evaluate whether recent moves to change the appointments system, will have a real impact on the composition of the judiciary.  Similarly, students are encouraged to consider the composition of the magistracy and whether the recent recruitment drive will increase their ability to deliver community justice.  
Finally, students are required to consider the separate branches of the legal profession and to evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of fusion.

Objectives

By the end of this worksheet you should be able to:

· Analyse official data to identify trends within the composition of the judiciary

· Describe the composition and backgrounds of the senior judiciary

· Evaluate the effect of a judge’s beliefs, background, education, social position etc on ‘judging.’

· Compare or contrast the composition of the lay magistracy with that of the judiciary and evaluate which is more effective in delivering justice. 

· Debate the advantages and disadvantages of a separate legal profession.
Articles 

· Where are all the women judges?
· https://www.theguardian.com/law/2016/oct/06/proportion-of-women-judges-in-uk-among-lowest-in-europe
· Plans to increase female judges
· https://www.ft.com/content/58984ed0-a9c6-11e7-93c5-648314d2c72c
· Courting the young 

· http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-17729236
Websites
·  www.judiciary.gov.uk 

· www.dca.gov.uk/magistrates 
· http://www.magistrates-association.org.uk 
The Judiciary

You are required to access the following website 
· https://www.judiciary.uk/about-the-judiciary/who-are-the-judiciary/ 
to locate the biographies of the senior judiciary.  Look in KEY FACTS and then under biographies!

Task 1:  Biographies of the senior judiciary
· Briefly read the biographies of the senior judges to identify the trends

Are they male or female?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Where were they educated?  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How old are they?

______________________________________________________________
Can you identify any other trends?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TASK 2:               Judicial Diversity?     Numbers of women and ethnic minority judges

Using the same website locate judicial statistics and identify the number of ethnic minority judges and the number of women judges in senior judicial posts.
	Supreme Court

	Total Number of Judges


	Women


	Ethnic Minority

	
	
	

	Heads of Division

	Total Number of Judges


	Women


	Ethnic Minority
	
	Ethnic Minorities



	
	
	

	Court of Appeal

	Total Number of Judges


	Women


	Ethnic Minority

	
	
	

	High Court

	Total Number of Judges


	Women


	Ethnic Minority 


	
	Ethnic Minorities



	
	
	

	District Judges


	Total Number of Judges


	Women


	Ethnic Minority

	
	
	


What do these figures reveal about the diversity of the judiciary?  
Based on your reading, what reasons can you give for these figures?

Task 3:  Who are our Judges?        The Composition of the Judiciary

· Based on the biographies you have read and the statistics you have identified, which of the following words do you think best apply to the judiciary?  Circle your choices

Old    

Young    
White    
Ethnic Minority   
Male    Female   Middle Class   
Upper Middle Class    Upper Class   Working Class    Privately Educated  

Educated in the State Sector

In touch with society
Out of touch with society

Snooty

Grey Haired
                                                                                                                                                               

Wigs

Robes

Intelligent

Eccentric 
Elderly  Crusty Remote
Hip

Sensible
conservative
liberal Pompous Down to earth  
 Young

Task 4: Consider why are our judges from similar backgrounds?

Read the following extract: 

“It is not surprising that the people who are appointed to the Bench come from strikingly similar backgrounds to the judges who are consulted over appointments.  The effects of the self replication in terms of ethnicity and gender are well known.  Women and minority lawyers are more likely to be found amongst those groups of lawyers outside the elite chambers.  It is not surprising therefore that women still make up just under 14 per cent and minority lawyers 2 per cent of judges and 8 per cent and 3 per cent of silk respectively.  The figures in relation to silk are particularly important since this, in practice, remains the pool from which the senior judiciary is recruited, despite the fact that advocacy is not a selection criterion for judicial office.  This lack of diversity is particularly marked at the top end of the judiciary.  Since 1997 ….. no minority lawyer has been appointed above the circuit bench, only 3 women have been appointed to the High Court and 2 to the Court of Appeal.  We are still waiting for the first woman to be appointed to the Law Lords.”

Kate Malleson, 2002.  
· Note that this article was written in 2002 and the situation has now improved slightly - Lady Hale is the first female Law Lord. 

Why does the author argue that it is not surprising that the judiciary are from similar backgrounds?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why are women and ethnic minorities under represented amongst the judiciary?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Are the judiciary representative of society?  Should the judiciary reflect the society it serves?   Do you think that the background of the judiciary affect their ability to ‘judge?’  Give reasons for your answer.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is the new appointments process and will it improve the situation?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Magistrates
http://www.dca.gov.uk/magistrates/candidates/selection.htm
Explain the selection and appointment process for magistrates and consider whether magistrates are more representative than members of the judiciary.  
Are they able to deliver ‘community justice?’  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
