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Community Profile
My placement with Adoption UK will be assisting in the running of connected meetings in Mid and West Wales and Western Bay. When I began my placement there were many changes within the organisation and my first task being to assist in finding suitable locations for the sessions within Mid and West Wales. The chosen venue is called Bethel Church, this is located within Carmarthen town and has ample free parking for the parents and is also within a very short walking distance to the town of Carmarthen. 
 
Children and Young People Service Connect (2022-2025) state this area covers Carmarthenshire, Pembrokeshire and Ceredigion. The connected sessions for Mid and West Wales will be held in Carmarthen. Sir Gar Carmarthenshire (2024) explains how it is believed Carmarthen is the oldest town in Wales, which sits on the banks of the River Tywi. According to Office for National Statistics (2021) the population of Carmarthenshire is 187,900, which is an increase of 2.2% from 2011. Figures were unobtainable as to the amount of Children in Carmarthenshire that are adopted, however Welsh Government (2024) state during the period between 1 April 2023 and 31 March 2024, 254 children were adopted, which during the last decade this is the second lowest number of adoptions annually. Carmarthenshire.Gov.Wales (2021) estimates in 2018 there were approximately 21,555 age 5-14 living in Carmarthenshire and approximately 19,310 age 15-24 living in Carmarthenshire. CrimeRate (2025) describes Carmarthen as being the third small safest town in the County and out of 199 towns, villages and cities it is the 30th most dangerous one, however Carmarthen had the worst crime rate in the County for robbery and the most common crime found in Carmarthen are violence and sexual offences. CrimeRate (2025) express how compared to the national average, criminal damage, arson and drug related crimes have been decreasing over the last three years.  Carmarthenshire County Council (nd) state they have a provision for young people, called Carmarthenshire Youth Justice Team, this is for those aged between ten and seventeen who have appeared before the Youth Courts or have been in trouble with the police, with the intention of preventing re-offending. Carmarthenshire County Council (nd) use an approach of being able to understand what trauma and experience young people may have had in their lives and their development and to work on trauma-informed practices, focusing on their individual needs and a child-first approach. Carmarthenshire County Council (nd) offer a range of interventions to support in assisting the Children and Young People, such as education, training and employment and offence related work. Gov.Uk (nd) state the Youth Support Service Vision is to provide:
‘A service that provides a robust range of support, from open access to specialised support, enabling children, young people and young adults (aged 8-25 years) to access what they need, when and where they need it so they can reach their full personal, social, and educational potential’ 
Carmarthenshire.Gov.Wales (nd) advise they have a well-being plan for 2023-2028 in order to improve well-being in Carmarthenshire, this being economic, social, environmental and cultural, from the survey it was identified that generally the children and young people who reside in Carmarthenshire are satisfied with their play settings, however parent and carers had concerns in regards to safety of their children and young person when they were going out to play. Carmarthenshire.Gov.Wales (nd) also states the national average of obesity in children is 26.9%, however in Carmarthenshire this stands at 30.4%, meaning Carmarthenshire stands at the 5th highest level. Actif.wales (2022) states there are leisure centre facilities in Carmarthenshire, including Carmarthen Town, where some of the facilities include 25m swimming pool, astro turf, play centre, tennis courts, athletics track and fitness studio, as well as many actif programmes out in the community for children and young people, such as a new Thriving Clubs programme to promote strengthening, growth and being fit for the future. In the same locality is Xcel Bowl (2013-2023) where from the website it can be seen they have various activities for children and young people of all ages, including bowling, arcade type games, small soft play and an interactive games wall. Xcel Bowl (2013-2023) advise how they are part of a project run by Towy Community Church, where profits go towards supporting people in Carmarthenshire who may be in need, with foodbank, community money advice, xcel furniture and community shop, as well as the bowling alley, which also provides a space for various communities to gather, along with bringing jobs and investment in Carmarthen. Within the town centre of Carmarthen, DrMz (2020) is a centre for young people run by Carmarthen Youth Project, as during the years leading up to this date services for young people were limited. As explained by DrMz (2020) young people would hang around on the streets, generally drinking alcohol and potentially being a nuisance. Young people can now meet in a safe and comfortable environment, which is also stimulating and informative, they are encouraged to learn new skills through a varied range of activities. DrMz (2020) was established in 1997 and since this date, thousands of young people have been able to participate in activites they may not have otherwise had the chance to do, such as coasteering, residentials, website design, paintballing and plenty more. DrMz (2020) express how these activities also assist in social skills, such as improved friendships, better team players, upskilling listening and speaking abilities, and treating others as equals and helping others within the community and also those at higher levels. DrMz (2020) explain they are very much reliant on grant funding and donations to be able to run. They are offered support from Carmarthen County Council and Carmarthen Town Council and also receiving funds from The National Lottery Community Fund, BBC Children In Need, The Moondance Foundation and more. 
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