Analysis of Results

This chapter will aim to compare and contrast the qualitative and quantitative data obtained through the mixed methods approach of collating information through use of surveys and one-to-one interview. In order to engage with the target audience, the survey was disseminated through the South Wales Police intranet, email and via word of mouth. The survey gained (n=28) responses of which is satisfactory in terms of quality engagement. Of the (n=28) respondents, all of which are serving police officers. In terms of age categories, (n=5) we’re aged 18-25, (n=11) we’re aged 25-35, (n=9) we’re aged 35-45 and (n=3) we’re aged 45+. Of the participants, (n=16) are male and (n=12) are female. All participants we’re white British. Overall, in terms of age and gender, the response was diverse and equal, which contributed well to the results of the survey. However, the ethnicity of participants was solely white British, which lacked diversification and failed to meet expectations of multi-racial engagement. 

In terms of workplace roles, (n=10) work within a response policing role, (n=5) work within a neighbourhood role, (n=10) work within a public protection role and (n=3) work withing an Intel based role. This was a successful engagement, with a varied range of departments that may have encounters with exploitation and young persons. Most importantly, there is a large proportion of the survey stemming from the public protection department of which was the target of this study. 

The overall aim of this survey, is to establish the prevalence of county lines drug dealing within the Swansea area. As this survey has been targeted towards Police officers that work within Swansea, this is a very successful engagement. Additionally, a large proportion of participants work within a Public protection environment. Additionally, the secondary goal of this study was to understand the significance of media and the portrayal of county lines in influencing young people to commit to a life of crime. In addition to public protection staff, the remaining participants operate within a front line role, and encounter county lines on a daily basis. It is my belief that the target audience has been successful as it is a good mixture of experience, roles and background. Lastly, the final objective of this research project is to evaluate the current success of identifying and preventing exploitation in the Swansea area. In addition to quantitative data, qualitative data was obtained through an interview with a serving public protection officer, who encounters exploitation on a daily basis. This interview contributes significantly to this study, as it offers an unbiased insight into the prevalence of county lines and in particular whether the public protection response has been successful.

This survey was conducted ethically whilst adhering to all university guidelines and policy. All participants we’re informed of confidentiality agreements and the manner in which the data will be held. This survey is entirely anonymous, with all participants advised of such prior to completing the survey. All data obtained is to be used for research purposes only and in line with the objectives of this study. 

How prolific is county lines drug dealing

Of the (n=28) participants, 26 encounter county lines and exploitation daily. The remaining (n=2) participants describe this as “not often”. The generic theme from responses is that this exploitation happened far more often prior to covid, which might be due to social restrictions put in place by the government. With 92% of participants experiencing county lines drug dealing and exploitation on a daily basis, this is a significantly high number which demonstrates its prevalence in society. There is no doubt from the responses that this type of exploitation is extremely common and is a troubling issue facing Police and partner agencies. Of the ages of young people being exploited, the largest proportion (n=59.3%) state this to be the 16–24-year age group. These are clearly young people that are bordering on adolescence, which often can result in forms of rebellion and disobedience. Of these numbers, 48.3% are between the 9-16 year old age group. This exploitation is very clearly aimed towards young people, as due to their age and often circumstances they are vulnerable and open to persuasion. With all responses stemming from officers working within the Swansea area, county lines drug dealing is very much a significant issue facing modern day youths and policing. 

Does the media portrayal of county lines influence children

Of the (n=28) participants, (n=20) stated that they do believe this to have an effect, with (n=8) stating not. This is a very interesting response, and clearly splits opinion. It is the opinion of some within the (n=8) respondents that shows like Top Boy does depict the downfall and death of main characters, which may not make the show so attractive. It was also the belief of some that shows like Top Boy do not directly influence the South Wales / Swansea community as much as other areas, with social issues such as adverse childhood experiences , social deprivation and lack of positive role models being more significant. This objective clearly divides opinion, with equal arguments pointing for and against. Of the (n=20) respondents, they believed that through promoting and glamourising the lifestyle, this will natural attract young and vulnerable children to the lifestyle.


How successful is the public protection response. 

Of the (n=28) participants, 50% believed that there was not enough knowledge or training in relation to county lines drug dealing, however, this is primarily due to South Wales having less exposure as compared to other forces such as the Met, GMP etc. Following a one-to-one interview with a serving public protection officer, It was established that there is a significant shortcoming in identifying county lines and a general culture of criminalising and labelling the young persons involved. This is due to a lack of training and awareness, especially amongst front line officers that do not encounter this on a daily basis. The general takeaway from this interview was the lack of communication and engagements between partner agencies to approach this form of exploitation at its earliest juncture.
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