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Targets
	Target
	How I have met this target

	Read even more relevant books and journal articles as well as websites when researching.  
	I have used some books where possible, but most of my evidence was gathered through Government websites. 

	Continue to synthesise research into your writing to aid the support of your key points.

	I have found a range of evidence and research to back up statistics and the practice I have observed in schools. 

	Continue to develop a critical approach throughout, offering the opposing view whenever possible.
	I have offered my criticism, where necessary, with counter arguments against Government guidance and my own personal practice. 



Start at my Feet!
‘What’s more desirable and more practicable than the pursuit of equality is the pursuit of equality of opportunity’ (Thatcher, cited in Smith, 2018, p.4). Providing equality of opportunity to the children is paramount in education today. The newly devised Curriculum for Wales sets out the expectation for schools to develop their own unique curriculum, focussing on the specific needs of their pupils (Welsh Government, 2020). It allows for fluidity, by which different schools will need to cater to different needs. Maintaining an awareness of the inequality in children’s differences. This reiterates the importance for not just equality but equality of opportunity. The Welsh curriculum looks at each child as an individual and encourages schools to cater to children’s specific needs, this reiterates the idea that children are not equal but should be provided with equal opportunities but also allowing them the freedom of individuality. It allows for fluidity of development specific to the school as needs will fluctuate through the different areas of Wales. There will be a greater need for support in lower socio-economic areas. School X, which I will be discussing throughout my essay, is located in a deprived area of Wales, with 33% of the pupils eFSM (ESTYN, 2017). Article 2 of the UNCRC Childrens rights documents states that the children’s rights are non-discriminative, and ‘no child should be treated unfairly for any reason’ (UNICEF, 2019). It is important for teacher to recognise that injustice exists within schools, and act as the consistent person in the children’s lives by adjusting the way they teach to cater to all children’s needs (Arshad, Wrigley and Pratt, 2019). 
Teaching in Wales means that you are part of a bilingual culture. It is important for schools to work together with their learners, parents and the community to help support the development of Welsh as a second language. The Government scheme ‘Cymraeg 2050’, aims to achieve one million Welsh speakers by 2050 (GOV.WALES, 2023). School X has many different initiatives in place to help support the government in reaching their targets. School X face a challenge with the engagement from families in supporting their learners with their Welsh language development as very few pupils speak Welsh in their homes (ESTYN, 2017), so this reiterates the importance for it to be involved in their everyday schooling to support the Welsh Governments ambitious targets. Another barrier this school is faced with, amongst the teachers, is the lack of training and staff who can speak bilingually is limited therefore causing a further delay to the children’s development. School X regularly use incidental Welsh during their school lessons, from giving basic instructions in Welsh, answering registers and talking about simple topics. Children can begin to associate words to their meaning when they are repeated regularly and during activities, so they are able to make the connection with the word and the object/action (Eastside Speech Solutions, 2021). The daily routine exercises have been described as an ‘effective practice’ from a report produced by ESTYN (www.estyn.gov.wales, 2019). They introduce a ‘Welsh phrase of the week’ across the whole school, this supports the idea that the learning process in continual, and if not regularly reinforced and revisited, then children will begin to forget simple words and phrases needed to develop further (Novakid, 2022).  The introduction of simple words and phrases from a young age is important in the development of children’s language. They include bilingual signs on their displays around the school and as part of the continuous provision areas within the classroom, the visual prompts allow pupils to see the words and make connections between the English alternative and pictures, which in turn allows for an increase in the children’s ability to retain the information (Mcguire, 2018). They hold weekly assemblies lead by their ‘Criw Cymraeg’ pupil voice group, who have also produced videos which are accessible through the school’s website to pupils and their parents to support their development of Welsh as home as well as in school. 
Although the Welsh governments ideologies of creating a bilingual society are commendable, they seem to be ambitious, in reality there are huge challenges that they face, it’s not simply just a case of introducing Welsh language into schools but it will require a whole cultural shift, some families don’t believe Welsh is as important as other subjects, there is a negative attitude towards the Welsh language as people believe it is dying, the “percentage of Welsh speakers aged 3 years or over fell from 562,000 (19.0%) in 2011 to 538,300 (17.8%) in 2021” (GOV.WALES, 2023). However, this adds to the importance to teach this in schools, to build it into the future. Knowing your language and your culture is very important, schools play a vital role in reintroducing children to their cultural identity. Embedding these language skills will support their acquisition of language through English as well as Welsh, the processes of learning a language are the same, so starting this from an early age will support an overall development as many transferrable skills will be established, research suggests that children who understand more than one language, can think more creatively (Powys County Council, 2024). Creating a positive attitude on the language and Welsh culture from an early age will instil a positive outlook, which will hopefully carry on through school. The challenge schools are faced with is much larger than just supporting the children’s learning but requires a complete cultural shift in society to get the older generations on board, so the learning and positive attitude is increased into home life. Learning about the Welsh language and culture is more than just learning a new language, it helps the people of Wales to create a high sense of ‘Cynefin’, and to encourage children to want to stay and work in Wales in the future. 
School X is a community driven school, with lots of initiatives where the community at the heart of all their decisions and provisions in place. Their wide range of opportunities supports all communities within the school. School X is located in an area of high deprivation, with 33% of their schools’ children eligible for Free School meals (ESTYN, 2017). Compared to the national statistics of Wales, these numbers are almost 5% higher in this school (www.gov.wales, 2023). Being part of a deprived area, the school are eligible for the Pupil Development Grant, this grant brings in £1150 into the school for every eFSM pupil in the school. This in turn allows the school to put in place lots of different support schemes for the community. It supports the school in putting staff into training courses to allow them to provide more opportunities, allows for 1 to 1 support for those in need, allows school to hold community engagement days to in turn help with community well-being. One of the most important aims of Pupil Development Grant is to focus on the emotional support and wellbeing of the community within the school (Welsh Government, 2023). Wellbeing at the forefront of education is supported by Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs, suggesting that children are unable to start learning until their basic and emotional needs are met, children need to develop good relationships and self-esteem before they are ready to learn (Cherry, 2022). 
School X has a group of children who are identified as ‘Vulnerable learners’ due to factors including English as Additional Language (EAL), service/refugee children and young carers, these pupils have been identified because additional barriers they may face inside and outside of school, causing them to require a greater need for support, specifically emotionally and socially. This includes activities such as Forest Schools, where children’s learning takes place outdoors, there is a lot of research to support the corelation between outdoor learning and increased wellbeing among pupils, it helps to develop confidence from a young age, provides an area for children to express their emotions and promotes independence of their learning (Outdoor Toys, 2022). 
School X hold family engagement days to help support these families. The school support attendance to family engagement activities by creating an inviting reception area of the school, informative posters, helpful receptionists and access to a community computer, which can be used to aid parents with filling in forms and access to things they don’t have at home, support building relationships with parents/carers, this is in line with the advice provided by the government (Welsh Government, 2018). They regularly invite families and the community into their school for their ‘Soup kitchen’, this has proved to attract a large audience. Each term, every class invites in parents for family engagement day where they can share the work and projects, they have completed during that term’s topic. These are all initiative put in place by the school to help to build meaningful relationships with families, involving parents in the children’s learning will help to have a positive impact on pupils’ attainment and engagement in learning (ESTYN, 2019). 
It is important to notice that it is not just pupil wellbeing that is important, but for teachers and parents/carers to be supported to, to achieve the best outcomes for the children. The school has put in place many initiatives to help support families in other ways, for example, they have a ‘take what you need trolley’ this is based outside the school and contains essential items such as uniform and toiletries, these can be accessed by any members of the community, including school staff, this has been put in place to hopefully ease the financial pressures people face. 
Before children start school, early years staff offer an informal home visit, this helps them to gain a better insight into the child’s individual needs. The school offer a toy hire for those families with limited resources at home, this is to help work collaboratively with parents to ensure the child is experiencing similar opportunities at home. This intrinsically links to Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological System by which the individual learner requires the influence from home and school collaboratively for development to occur (Guy-Evans, 2023). The school act as a base for outside agencies to come in and deliver sessions to parents to support them at home, this includes things such as nappy changing, sleep patterns, and diets. The school also offer access to a computer for any member of the community. The school works closely with the local college, offering their school as a base for parent volunteers who are unemployed and looking to gain experience and qualifications, this scheme has been successful and gained many parents and members of the community permanent employment upon completion. 
To conclude my findings from observations of School X, it is important that through their initiative that schools address the wider community connected with the school, to meet the needs of everyone to ensure the best development of their learners. Forming trusting relationships with the families of the school is essential, to ensure good collaboration supports the child’s learning (Mullin, 2023). I would like to adopt the idea of School X and invite families in regularly for school engagement days to share their children’s work and achievements, from the increased attendance to these days, it proved to be an effective way to support good relationships between the school and families. This is in line with reaching the QTS Profession Standard of “The teacher demonstrates professional attitudes and behaviours, developing positive relationships with learners, parents/carers and colleagues, which illustrate a personal commitment to the fundamental principles of equity and of maximising the potential of all learners” (Welsh Government, 2019). I would also like to support the government in reaching the Welsh Speakers targets, during my practice I will actively ensure to bring in the Welsh Language to reach the Professional QTS Standard of “The teacher actively seeks opportunities to apply and extend their understanding and skills in the use of the Welsh language” (Welsh Government, 2019). Promoting the Welsh Culture and developing a sense of ‘Cynefin’ amongst my learners is one of my personal goals. I would like to adopt a ‘Principle motive’ (Arshad, Wrigley and Pratt, 2019) into my style of teaching. I believe that as a teacher it is part of your responsibilities to ensure your input is fair and provides an equality of opportunity for your learners. I will be cognisant of my own privileged position, as my personal values may have an influence on the way I teach. As stated in the UNCRC Childrens rights document, article 2, all children are entitled to be treated the same “no matter who they are” (UNICEF, 2019).
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