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The standpoint in the Debate : The Access to Technology Necessary for the elderly population in UK
Introduction
This supporting paper will discuss the debate on the topic of ‘Is the use of technology necessary for the older adults in UK population or an older person’s life’?
In the support paper firstly, I will provide the reflection on the debate key points, which was allocated to our group during the debate, and then will discuss the other group’s points of view. Moreover, this supporting paper will also include statistics on the ageing people in UK and will explore current government support of the UK older adults population with technology, and finally I will conclude with supporting document.
 Reflection key points of view during the debate (arguments from our group).
In our group we had 6 points argument, against the use of technology for older adults in UK. During the group debate, our group were against the use of Technology in the life of the older adults in UK, our argument includes Lack of digital literacy, Cybersecurity risk, Privacy concerns, Accessibility issues, Physical limitations, and Effects of using digital technology on brain health.
In the next paragraphs I will be pointing out two arguments: Lack of digital literacy and Cybersecurity risk.
In the UK, over four point two million people age 65+ never use internet. Older adult who are without technology skills risk of losing access to service such as banking, shopping, and health service as well as communications keep people connected.
Technology can be confusing and overwhelming to older adult because not everyone is able to use online resources. Although many older adult  fully embrace the use of Technology world. Age UK (2023) believes that older adult should be able to access services and to give support to the vulnerable older adult  in a way that makes them independent and safe. Further information about older adult in UK working arrangements can be found in the use of technology within the older adult the social way include older Adults and technology, 46 percent of older adult  in UK were not able to navigate their internet (Age UK, 2023), technology that is used by the older people creates the Risk of being hacked  (Trueman, 2023). One in four older adult in UK felt unsafe when using the internet (Age UK, 2023). 
Moreover, 4.2million people age 65+have never used the internet. The rate of 69% people age 65, and over do not have IT skill , however, over 37% of people age 65 and beyond said   they did not trust technology. Also our group discussed that due to the telehealth there is lack of trust and empathy in Doctor patients’ relationship  (Ruson, 2023).  

In our group discussion we debated ‘’against’’ the use of technology for the elderly people in the UK because of Cybersecurity risk- scams, lack of cybersecurity which show at 41 percent of 10,000 people of 50 years for age have reportedly been scammed for example. Furthermore, the older adults are at an increased risk of fraud and having their information stolen. If no one is properly monitoring their accounts and activities, they could get into serious problem down the road. (Choi, 2024)
Reflection on other group point of view (Technology is right for the older adult) 
The other group points of view argument the use of technology necessary for the elderly UK population or an older adult’s  life. Furthermore, their argument include; Health monitoring, Access entertainment/knowledge and education, Connection to the outside world/reduce isolation, Increase independence, Memory support, and making moments and traveling easier.  
Older adults fear of be scammed when using technology. In March, 2018 a number increase of older adult  as individual are turning aways from technology, according to a recent study. The reason include social responsibility concerns, and a fear of making mistakes.
However, the other  group view on debate point is to encourage the use technology for elderly population.
The other group view was in favour of the technology to be introduced to the older adult  or Elderly population
Older adult need quicker movements and traveling especially being assisted in bathing, being able to take a lift, movement and traveling (taking an uber).
An access to entertainment, knowledge and education are internet, television & Radio programmes and News, which provide entertainment.
In furtherance, more than five million Older Adults say that their most/ main company is the TV other access is Online course.



Statistics on the ageing UK population using technology
In the UK the number of older adults not using technology is increasing substantially over the recent years, 2022 in UK there is still a sizeable number of older adults who are not online especially among age 75 and over.
· Around two million 34% of people age 75 and over do not access to technology 1
· 0zero point seven million around 10% people age 65 to 74 do not use technology.                          (Age UK, no date)

Current government support or services in place to support the UK elderly population
The current Government service in place to support elderly population to have access to technology and reduce less fear for access to technology 2023. Furthermore, the aim point is to reduce the small numbers of older adults unable to access the technology and the capacity to 25% precent. Furthermore, government reviewing will then be check on the number of older adults that has access to digital technology in 2024. However, The Government are still in process about the issues around technology on want to do about it since 2014 as it’s on process. (Tudor, 2024)
However, government conducted investigations on the strategy that will be set out on how; government and partner from the older adults, public, private, and voluntary organisations, which will help to increase digital inclusion. This strategy means helping the older adults becoming capable of using and the benefit of the internet. Policy paper, 2024.
During 2013 everyone who can use digital services independently will be encouraged to 18% precent of older adult in UK who are offline will have access to technology and assistance in digital services. This will help older adult who need this support will be able to access the service face to face, by hone, or in another appropriate non- digital way, with someone their data into digital system.

Conclusion
In this support paper this was discussed in our group debate which include lack of digital literacy, cybersecurity risk, privacy concerns, Accessibility, physical limitations, 
Technology has it pros and cons for any age group where our world is centred around. Technology, it’s very likely that technology will be incorporated in some way into the older adult’s life. There are many benefits to technology including; an overall sense of empowerment, being able to have their own devices surf the internet, feel safe in their own home because, technically, it bring a sense of empowerment to  keep in mind some of the risk that technology brings, for example, to make sure that all of their information are protected including back up their documents. 
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