Policy Report: The impact of the "separation of examining and grading" system reform on students majoring in broadcasting and hosting in China's Art Examination Reform
	Introduction
The Ministry of Education of China（2021） has carried out various reforms to the "Unified Examination for the Admission of Art Majors in China's ordinary Colleges and Universities"  referred to as the “Art Examination”, focusing on establishing a fair and scientifically supervised system for evaluating art talents. 
A key change is the introduction of a "separation of examining and grading" policy, which uses new electronic technology to improve the fairness of art examinations. This reform has a significant impact on candidates majoring in broadcasting and hosting, an important subject for participating in art examinations.
This report aims to analyze the impact of these changes on candidates in this field, collect feedback from various media reports and educational institutions, and further explore the impact of the new examination system on various aspects of art examinations. It will also provide recommendations for future policy reforms to improve the examination process.

	CONTEXT:
1. Policy background
The reform of China's art examination policy can be divided into three stages: exploration and system formation (1949-1983), reform and development transition (1984-2003), and deepening and quality improvement (2004-2020) (Zhou, Sun, and Sun, 2024). 
In the initial stage, art colleges had the autonomy to enroll students. The 1952 "Regulations on Summer Enrollment" mandated that art examinations be independently organized by colleges (Zhou, Sun, and Sun, 2024). The transition period saw significant changes due to the 1999 "college entrance examination expansion," which increased the number of universities offering art majors from 298 in 1998 to 597 by 2001 (Xu, 2006). This rapid growth necessitated a more standardized and fair examination method to accommodate large-scale selections (Zhou, Sun, and Sun, 2024).
During the deepening quality improvement phase, enrollment authority gradually shifted from art colleges to provincial education institutions, though some colleges retained significant power. By 2013, around 80% of China's 1,683 universities offered arts majors, leading to rising issues of exam integrity, including cheating and arbitrary admission standards (Nie, 2006).
In 2021, the Ministry of Education issued the "Guiding Opinions on Strengthening and Improving the Examination Enrollment of Art Majors," marking the first comprehensive reform since the establishment of the People's Republic of China (Zhou, Sun, and Sun, 2024). This reform aimed to address long-standing inequities in art exams and was influenced by the challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
According to a report released by the Henan Provincial Education Examination and Examination Institute (2022), in the face of the sudden COVID-19 epidemic in 2020, the "separation of examining and grading" mode will be implemented for the first time in the individual tests of the provincial unified examination for dance and music majors. 
During the epidemic, almost all provincial-level and school-level art exam organizers in China were forced to choose online exams. This also made the way of "separation of examining and grading" gradually mature, and its advantages gradually emerged. After the end of the epidemic, the "separation of exams and grading" system was strongly advocated in this art examination reform.

2.Policy analysis framework:
This paper primarily employs the policy analysis method outlined by Taylor et al. (1997), which identifies three key components: context, text, and consequence. The critical policy analysis approach adopted here emphasizes the "text" of the policy to better understand the policy cycle, while also recognizing the significance of the various contexts in which these policies are implemented.

3.Key concepts:
The college entrance examination in the People's Republic of China is a national unified exam for admission to ordinary colleges and universities, organized annually by the Ministry of Education. 
The "Unified Entrance Examination for Art Majors," or Art Examination, is specifically for students aspiring to pursue degrees in music, dance, performance, broadcasting, painting, and calligraphy (Fujian Provincial Education Examination Institute, 2017). The Art exam is a pre-admission exam for students who want to study music, dance, performance, broadcasting, painting and calligraphy major in the university. 
There are two kinds of organizers of the art examination, one is the university with the admission qualification of the art examination, the other is the unified art examination organized by the Ministry of Education of each province.
·Broadcasting and Hosting major: "Broadcasting and Hosting" is a relatively common major in Chinese universities,  the main purpose of this major is to train radio and television announcers and hosts of different types of programs. Li  (2023) points out that broadcasting and hosting art has now developed into an undergraduate major with Chinese characteristics.

	Text:
A key goal of the 2021 arts examination reform is to enhance fairness in art examination (China's Ministry of Education, 2021), with the "separation of examining and grading" approach being central to achieving this objective. 
While China's official media has largely praised this new method, private education organizations have raised concerns.
“ Candidates are first organized to record audio and video on the spot, and then judges are organized to score candidates' performance according to the recorded audio and video, and judges are not arranged on the test site ”(Feng, 2024, para12).
CCTV Network (2024) interviewed experts from various educational examination systems. Gao Lei, vice president of the Guangdong Provincial Education Examination Institute, highlighted the advantages of the "separation of examining and grading" model over traditional on-site evaluations. Standardized test requirements—such as consistent video recording parameters and equipment positioning—minimize judge bias and allow for a more accurate assessment of candidates' skills.
Theoretically, this system reduces direct contact between examiners and candidates, thereby lowering the risk of cheating and contributing to the fairness of art exams (Sohu， 2023). Many candidates support this approach, believing it better reflects candidates' true abilities and mitigates previous grading injustices (Sohu.com, 2024).
The relationship between the "separation of examining and grading" system and the fairness of art examinations has been indirectly demonstrated during policy implementation. Traditional face-to-face assessments pose a risk of cheating. For example, during the 2023 art exam organized by the Beijing Film Academy, a candidate was found to have cheated, as confirmed by the Beijing Ministry of Education (Puddin Quack, 2023). 
This incident raised public concerns about the fairness of art examinations. While the Ministry of Education stated that students who gain admission through fraud would have their qualifications revoked and records marked (Ministry of Education of China, 2021), the actual outcome was less stringent. The candidate's exam results were canceled only for that specific exam, allowing them to gain admission to another university.
This incident has further eroded public trust in school-level art examination organizers while raising expectations for the "separation of examining and grading" method used by provincial-level organizers, which minimizes direct contact between candidates and judges. This approach is believed to reduce the likelihood of cheating, as supported by both public sentiment and theoretical analyses.
Generally, the "separation of examining and grading" system standardizes numerous details of the art examination, theoretically minimizing scoring biases. However, most media coverage of this system lacks depth and often presents a one-sided view. Official reports tend to emphasize art examination fairness, sometimes appearing simplistic and repetitive, which may reflect the government's aim to bolster public perception and support for new education reforms.
While official media praise the fairness of the new system, some private education institutions have pointed out that it has also increased the challenges for students. An article on the China Art Exam Website (2023) noted that the heightened emphasis on provincial examination scores has caused anxiety among art students, who fear that a single performance could determine their future. 
At the same time, the "separation of examining and grading" system makes the candidates cannot see the judges in the examination room, which increases the performance ability of the candidates of broadcasting and hosting majors in front of the "camera".
A representative from a private education institution noted that the strengthening of provincial-level art examinations and the reduction of school-level assessments have intensified competition among candidates, diminishing the autonomy and choice available to some professional art colleges (China Art Examination Network, 2023). 
Concerns from candidates and training institutions about the increased difficulty of the art exam post-reform are understandable. A study by Cao and Li (2018) revealed that high school art students and affluent urban families perceived the art examination as more challenging than the college entrance exam, attributing this difficulty to complex regulations and inadequate policies.
I believe the Chinese Ministry of Education was aware of these concerns when deciding to implement the latest round of art exam reforms. And the reason they still chose to make the exam more difficult is that maybe Chinese society does not need so many people to study art. 
Statistics indicate that in 2002, only 32,000 students registered for art programs, representing 0.6% of total college entrance examinees. By 2013, this number rose to 1 million, accounting for 10.96%, and reached 1.17 million (10.92%) by 2020 (Sohu, 2023). 
The underlying reason for this "art examination craze" is that many students and parents view the art exam as a shortcut to college (Yuan, 2024). While the increase in art examination participation might seem positive, it also reveals flaws in the education system and society's obsession with quick economic gains and materialism (Nie, 2006).
Following the 2021 reform of the art examination, the most notable change has been a decline in the number of applicants (Wei, 2024). The Ministry of Education aims to reduce candidates by raising the exam's difficulty, intending to better identify genuinely talented individuals who have a true passion for art and strong cultural foundations (Zhang, 2024). However, this approach may unfairly disadvantage students who genuinely love art, as they now face more challenging exams and must invest additional time and money to pursue their studies. The resulting economic and academic pressures may lead some aspiring art students to abandon their dreams, representing a loss of potential talent.
The issues arising from this policy reform are seldom addressed in the media, which tends to focus more on the fairness of the exam rather than its difficulty and the resulting student pressure. 
Currently, the implementation of the art examination reform is still in its early stages, and the "separation of examining and grading" method has yet to achieve national uniformity. The ability of China's education department to create a fair environment for art examinations and enhance public trust will largely depend on how provincial art examination organizers execute the policy. It is hoped that more media outlets will delve into this educational reform, providing comprehensive reports from various perspectives in the future.

	Policy Implementation

1.Policy implementation timeline:

Achieving the "separation of examining and grading" in national art examinations presents practical challenges. According to the Guidance issued by the Ministry of Education in 2021, the goal is to establish a fair and scientifically sound art talent selection system by 2024. However, the implementation of this reform has not progressed as quickly as expected.
There are 34 provincial-level administrative regions in China, but according to Sohu (2023), only six provinces will implement the "separation of examining and grading" system in 2023.
“The way of "separation of examining and grading" is adopted in the provincial art unified examination of broadcasting and hosting”(Hunan Provincial Department of Education, 2023). Hebei, Hunan, Jilin, and Guangdong and Yunnan provinces for the first time implemented "separation of examining and grading" in the provincial art unified examination（Sohu，2023）.
Looking ahead, it is projected that by 2024, 16 provinces will implement appraisal separation, with 25 expected to do so by 2025 (China Art Test Net, 2024). According to a report by Feng（2024),Liaoning and Xinjiang provinces plan to adopt assessment separation for performance and broadcasting exams starting in 2025, with gradual expansion to music and dance. The Jiangxi Provincial Department of Education has also proposed a pilot program for the separation of examining and grading in 2025 for specific art majors.

I believe more provinces will adopt this system in the future. However, for comprehensive unification, provincial institutions must collaborate effectively. Although the system has been in place for only a year, statistics show that at least 14 provinces have adopted it (Sohu , 2024). While this reform may enhance fairness in art examinations, its current lack of nationwide implementation means differing standards and evaluation criteria between provinces could still affect student outcomes.

2. Specific measures of "separation of examining and grading" 
"Examining" refers to the offline examination, the on-site unified video recording, private network upload information; "Grading" refers to the method of online scoring and unified announcement of results after the examination. In the traditional unified examination mode, candidates perform in front of judges; In the  separation of examining and grading mode, candidates no longer face judges, but perform in front of cameras and microphones and other devices (China Art test net, 2023).
The influence of  "separation of examining and grading" on candidates majoring in broadcasting and hosting is not significant in the examination content. The examination content remains unchanged, and the total score is still 300 points for reading works, news broadcasting and topic commentary (China radio host network, 2024).
According to the report of China radio host network (2024), the broadcasting and hosting arts examination organized by Guizhou Province for the first time adopted the mode of "separation of examining and grading", made full use of intelligent electronic equipment, further refined and standardized the process, and the biggest feature was "intelligent throughout the whole process".
The report also pointed out that the exam's "full intelligence" is reflected in the following aspects:
1, Added field design for recording during the exam: Candidates need to record different positions during the exam to test the performance of candidates. Before the reform, the on-site examination was a fixed booth, and the perspective of the judges was relatively fixed. After the reform, the examination state of the candidates could be observed from multiple angles.
2.Intelligent test preparation, candidates use tablet computer to draw questions,used to be paper questions, after the reform, the use of new equipment is more environmentally friendly, but the equipment needs a lot of funds support.
3. Intelligent examination process: Set voice prompt when recording each subject, and display countdown on the digital screen, so that candidates can control the time. This exam requires candidates to be familiar with the exam environment and exam process in advance.
4. Intelligent confirmation: After completing the test, candidates need to watch a short video of each subject on the digital screen for inspection, and sign on the tablet for confirmation.
After the confirmation of the video, a three-random system will be adopted. Without releasing the personal information of the candidates, the test videos and judges will be randomly selected, and the test videos and judges will be randomly assigned to the examination room, and each judge will score independently online.
At present, this process is being unified and implemented in many provinces, and in summary, the "separation of examining and grading" system needs the support of more intelligent devices in the implementation process.

2. Challenges and impacts of policy implementation:
There are still many challenges in the implementation of the "separation of examining and grading" policy, which have different impacts on students, educational institutions and organizers.
First of all, the impact of the "separation of examining and grading" system on the candidates of broadcasting and hosting majors, on the one hand to test the candidates' examination status and professional ability, on the other hand to examine the candidates' preparation before the examination.
The biggest feature of "separation of examining and grading" is that the exam is shown to the examiner in the form of video. Therefore, the main problem for  candidates is how to present themselves in front of the camera (China Art test net, 2024).
The appearance of candidates is very important, many broadcast and host art exam teachers pointed out that after the implementation of this policy，candidates need to have more strict image management, need to be thinner, thin people will have more advantages in front of the camera, but also need to pay attention to skin and makeup and other issues.
In the form of "separation of examining and grading", the sense of the mirror is very important, and the use of some equipment also needs to be familiar in advance, such as: in the literature recitation text should not be too close to the microphone or too far away from the microphone, too close to the possibility of exploding the microphone, too far away may lead to low recording sound (Sohu, 2023). This means that candidates need to simulate the test process in advance before taking the test.
The examination form of "separation of examining and grading" makes the pre-examination training of art examination more important.  Guo (2016）pointed out in his survey on art candidates  that 95.68% of art candidates participated in art exam training, while only 4.32% did not. Art exam training generally costs between 5,000 yuan and 15,000 yuan, which is expensive. Due to the increasing importance of the unified examination organized by provincial organizers, art candidates have only one opportunity to take the exam. However, the current "intelligent" examination form requires adaptation in advance. Most art candidates need a lot of pre-test simulation to adapt to the test which will increase the expenditure of training costs. 
It also has some impact on individual art examination training institutions.
For individual art examination training institutions, the traditional pre-examination training only needs to invite some teachers to guide students, but after the implementation of "separation of examining and grading", these institutions need larger training places, more professional training teachers and a more similar process to the provincial art examination.  Only by "updating" and "synchronizing" intelligent devices, more restoring the site and process of the  examination,  can more students sign up，So that more students will sign up，and that's a lot of money compared to before.
Provincial art examination organizers also face other problems.
The first is the cost of introducing intelligent equipment. According to the data released by the Sichuan Provincial Education Examination Institute (2023), the improvement of the "separation of examining and grading" system in Sichuan Province requires at least 220,000 yuan.
At the same time, in order to achieve the "unified test conditions, each test site will set up standardized test rooms according to the major, Standardized test room basic conditions unified, unified test room equipment standards, unified core recording equipment model, unified test software, audio and video recording parameters set unified, recording equipment placement height Angle unified, candidates take the test area unified, audio and video recording background unified "(Sohu, 2023) . These requirements also need to conduct more professional training for test personnel.
Finally, the impact on the government, from the current point of view, the "separation of examining and grading" system uses new technologies, increases the "transparency" of the examination, and helps to increase the public's confidence in the fairness of the art examination and the government.

	Recommendations

Based on the above interpretation of the policy and critical thinking, the following are some suggestions that I think can further improve the current situation of art examination.
1. Enhance Policy Awareness and Training
Increase awareness and understanding of the "separation of examining and grading" system among educational institutions at all levels. Regular training and workshops should be held to facilitate experience sharing among teachers and examiners.
2. Standardize Evaluation Criteria
Develop a nationwide standardized evaluation system and scoring guidelines to ensure fairness and consistency across different provinces, thereby minimizing discrepancies caused by regional differences.
3. Establish Feedback Mechanisms
Create channels for feedback from candidates and schools to regularly collect opinions and suggestions. This input should be used to continuously refine the implementation of the grading separation system.
4. Promote Successful Pilot Experiences
Encourage provinces that have successfully implemented the system to share their best practices, particularly in assessment methods, organizational processes, and student support.
5. Increase Resource Allocation
The government should enhance investments in arts education, providing necessary facilities and equipment to ensure the fairness and scientific nature of the examinations. Additionally, offer psychological counseling and career guidance to alleviate student stress.
6. Diversify Assessment Methods
In addition to traditional examination formats, consider incorporating varied assessment methods, such as portfolio evaluations, interviews, and live performances. It is also advisable to allow candidates multiple attempts to take the examination,a single test score cannot be used to determine a student's future
7. Establish Supervision Mechanisms
Create dedicated oversight bodies to regularly monitor the implementation of the system in each province, ensuring transparency and fairness while addressing any violations.

	Conclusion:
The change of the “Separation of examining and grading ” system for students majoring in broadcasting and hosting will have less interference in the exam, but they will spend more time to learn the major, and adapt to the state in front of the camera puts higher requirements on the body and examination state of students. 
For private training institutions, the new examination method has increased the requirements for teaching venues and teacher quality, they need to carry out innovation in technical equipment and teacher configuration, and test the institution's ability to interpret the new policy and professional adaptability, such as how to guide students to adapt to the new policy. For organizers, the cumbersome steps do reduce the risk of cheating, but they also cost a lot of money to train teachers and install new equipment.
At the same time, due to the short implementation time, the equipment and implementation methods in each region have not reached the national unity, which will still affect the scores of candidates.
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