Introduction – My Name is Gavin and here is my youth club poster on the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child or the UNCRC.
What is a right? / The UNCRC / How the uncrc is used at club / rights activity / advocacy. 


Firstly I would like you all to write a quick 30 second definition of what you think a right is. GO……… Thank you.
What is a right?
Rights are the basic things that we are all entitled to in order to survive and to 
develop. Regardless of their 
age every single person has human rights. 
Our rights are protected by legislation such as the Human Rights Act 1998 which sets important rights and freedoms to all people of the United Kingdom. However, children and young people under the age of 18 require more protection. This is implemented through the UNCRC. (Welsh Government, 2011)













What is the UNCRC?
The UNCRC or the United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child is an International Agreement which sets out rights of children and young people between the ages of 0 and 18.
First introduced in 1989, and made law in Wales in 2011, the agreement consists of 54 articles.
Articles 1-42 are made up by how children and young people should be treated, while articles 43-54 dictate how governments and adults should work together to make sure children and young people can access their rights (Welsh Government, 2024). 
All these rights are unconditional, meaning you are born with them and they can not be taken away from you.














· They are the same for everyone
· In Wales we have a children’s commissioner Rocio Cituentes – explain her job




How does the UNCRC affect what we do in youth club?
As stated previously, there are 54 articles in the UNCRC. Some of the main ones that corrilate to the work we do in youth club are –
Article 2 of the UNCRC states – The Convention applies to everyone whatever their race, religion, abilities, whatever they think or say and whatever type of family they come from. Here at youth club, we are inclusive, free to attend without referral and open to all backgrounds.
Article 12 mentions that - Children have the right to say what they think should happen, when adults are making decisions that affect them, and to have their opinions taken into account. Young people at youth club are involved in all planning processes at the beginning of each term. We have a suggestion box where they can suggest anything that they believe could make youth club better or the things that we do well. This is also effective when young people would like to voice their opinions on where they would like to go on trips and visits during the school holidays. 
Article 15 notes that - Children have the right to meet together and to join groups and organisations, as long as this does not stop other people from enjoying their rights. Youth club is a safe and welcoming environment for young people to meet, hang out and take part in structured activities should they so wish.


ACTIVITY –
Hand out 3 cards and ask if the following statements are a right, a need or a want. 
· A new Phone – is a want (regardless of if an old one is out of date or broken)
· To relax and play – I’m sure this fits as all 3, children want to relax and play, children and young people need relaxation time and play is vital for development and it is also a right - Article 31 All children have a right to relax and play, and to join in a wide range of activities.
· Something to eat at dinner time – This is a need, without food we can not live and there for a basic necessity. 
· A name – this is your right - Article 8 of the UNCRC states that the Governments should respect children’s right to a name, a nationality and family ties.
· More Money – this one can be seen as a want and also a right as Article 26 states that The Government should provide extra money for the children of families in need for example child tax credits.
· Reliable news and information – once again this is a right. Article 17 says that Children have the right to reliable information from the mass media. Television, radio and newspapers should provide information that children can understand and should not promote materials that could harm children.
· To know about the UNCRC – yes that’s right is a right also - Article 42 tells us that the Government should make the Convention known to all parents and children.
How do we define a want a need and a right? According to the Welsh Government website - 
· Want - a desire for something. – you don’t need it but you’d like it.
· Need - the state of requiring help, or of lacking basic necessities such as food. – No Obligation to get it for you.
· Right - a moral or legal entitlement to have or do something. – Can be enforced by governments, they are about health care, life and education.
What is advocacy? 
According to a well known writer on youth work called Kate Sapin the definition an advocate is Acting or speaking on behalf of an individual or group or supporting a cause that does not directly affect oneself (Sapin, 2013)
Young people may need an advocate to give them a voice in situations where they may not be heard or that they feel unable to communicate their thoughts and feelings to people in positions of power e.g. police, teachers or community leaders.
In advocating for young people youth workers support them to understand and exercise their rights within the UNCRC (Youth Work in Wales Review Group, 2022)

How do youth workers act as advocates? 
Youth workers work to National Occupational Standards known as NOS. These are guidelines for their work with young people. 
The aims of some of the standards are to promote the rights of young people (Standards Council Scotland, 2019). Youth Workers do this by helping young people find their voices in matters that effect their communities such as nominating a young person to sit on the local youth forum.
At youth club we encourage young people to voice their wishes and feelings on how youth club is run and what activities are provided. Informative sessions are also held in youth club for a wide range of topics such as health and wellbeing, money management and the UNCRC and what this means to them.




What is the impact on young people? 
Having knowledge and awareness of their rights under the UNCRC young people feel listened to and heard and know that their rights will be respected in youth club. It is then likely they will carry this awareness through to other areas of their life such as home, school and their communities.
Having an awareness of the UNCRC and the inclusive culture within youth club teaches young people that in having their individual rights respected they have a responsibility to uphold the rights of others.
By adopting this ethos young people are aware that rights are there to keep everyone safe, valued and that ultimately everyone matters.














So to round up our discussion this afternoon – 
· A right is basic things that we are all entitled to in order to survive and to 
develop.
· The UNCRC or the United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child is an International Agreement which sets out rights of children and young people between the ages of 0 and 18 which was introduced in 1989 and brought into law in Wales in 2011.
· There are many ways the UNCRC affect youth club such as inclusivity, young people being involved in planning and youth club is a safe and free space for young people to gather.
· An advocate is someone who Acts or speaks on behalf of an individual or group or supporting a cause that does not directly affect oneself.
· At youth club we encourage young people to voice their wishes and feelings on how youth club is run and what activities are provided.
· And finally Having an awareness of the UNCRC and the inclusive culture within youth club teaches young people that in having their individual rights respected they have a responsibility to uphold the rights of others.


Thank you, I’m happy to answer any questions.
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