[bookmark: _GoBack]Title: The impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE)
Student Name: Lidiya Kremenarova 
Student ID: 1920792
Module: Digital Skills and Research Methods
Lecturer: Amitave Banik

 
 
⦁	Introduction
⦁	Background
⦁	Aims and Objectives 
⦁	Methods
⦁	Results 
⦁	Discussion
⦁	Conclusion 
⦁	References 
 
 
Introduction 
Unfortunately, a year and a half ago, the life of each of us changed completely with the appearance of a terrible disease that took many lives. This of course affected the way of learning and also the work process for too many people.
Through this report I will try to explore the advantages and disadvantages of online learning, and for this purpose I will interview my colleagues from University of Wales Trinity Saint David. I will also try find out how the platform provided to us is used by students, whether it is easy for them, or they find it difficult to use. With this research I will get information on how this type of learning affects students, because it is undoubtedly a relatively new way and affects each of us in a different way. Certainly, there are satisfied and not so, due to various reasons and circumstances.

Background 
What is online learning? 
There are two types of learning online, one is being online learning and one being distance learning. The difference between the two is that online learning can be done in a classroom while doing your digital assignment, but distance learning is done from home where you work from your computer in a digital classroom (Stauffer, 2020).
Due to the pandemic, changes had to be made in the education system. In order to protect students and lecturers, it was necessary to switch from classroom learning to online training. 


 
Advantages of online learning
As in every aspect of life, everything has its advantages and also disadvantages.
Specifically in our case, I think that after the research, the advantages are much more than disadvantages. Starting from my personal position I can point out what are the advantages, namely:
· Online learning allows me to choose the days and time for my studies, which in turn allows me to combine learning with work.
· A second important reason for me is to save money and time on transport, which time I can use to study at home.
· Another important thing is that we can use the convenience and comfort of our home when there are unfavourable weather conditions outside, which is typical of the English climate.
· For me, the fact that I can combine my homework with online learning is also very important, which saves me extra time for meeting friends or walking in the park, or for some of my hobbies.


Disadvantages of online learning
As I have already mentioned, in every case there are both advantages and disadvantages.
Now let's discuss what the disadvantages are:
· In order to be able to study online it is necessary to have both good equipment (laptop, phone, netbook) and to have fast and good internet access, which requires to invest money.
· During this learning you sometimes have a bad internet connection which suggests that you may have difficulty getting all the information.
· The lecturer does not have a direct contact with the students, as in the classroom. At school or university, the teacher has direct contact with his students and can assess the strengths of each of them, while in online learning he has no such observation.
Aims and Objectives 
The purpose of this research is how the Moodle platform affects students and what effects it has, as well as whether there is a need for any improvements. In this way we have the opportunity to find out whether students find the online platform useful and effective.

Methods 
The strategy which I used for this search is an interview composed of different types of questions that can show how this type of training generally affects my colleagues from the university.
With this interview it is clear what their position is.

Results 
The results of my research were made based on questions asked to my colleagues of the University of Wales Saint David. 
The first question I asked my colleagues was how they accept online learning, positive or negative?
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16% of students answered that study affected them Negative
 84% of them said that they prefer that study and effects are Positive



The second question was dictated by my curiosity to find out how online learning affects their personal lives, whether it benefits them or has the opposite effect?
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15% of my colleagues answered with negative vote
85% of them answered that they are happy with the online learning, and they explain how well it affects the fact that they have a lot of free time



Third question shows how the online learning affects to their work?
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16% of students said that this study affected to them difficult
26% of them answered that online study makes them to be more organised and motivated
The other 58% said that online learning does not affect to their job well or badly

Fourth question was with regarding the library and whether students can discover sufficient books to assist them with their course. Here there are signs that the library must be made strides since fifteen students voted that it needs more books and as it were two discover that it has enough.
Does the library have enough sources of information to support your study?
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15% of the interviewees think that haves enough sources of information
85% the rest of them said that it is not have too much information 
 
 
 
When I asked my colleagues how the stage has made improve their lives or made it more awful two of them said that there was a part of specialized issues when going to the course and it was not exceptionally viable for them to utilize it. One other colleague finds it exceptionally accommodating since they can get ready for the up-and-coming lesson and in case they miss any lessons, they can discover them online and observe them. 
And last question that will be tended to is whether students found the recordings given on the online stage valuable sufficient. Here the larger part voted that they can be improved.
 
Are the videos on online platform useful?
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Only 17% of my colleagues said that videos provide enough information
83% responded that they did not receive the necessary information

Discussion
From all the research I did most students prefer this form of education and are satisfied with this fact.  They were substantiated with answers that allow us to understand how this training has a beneficial effect on them. Most of the respondents say that this has a good effect on their personal life, that they have more time generally and for family. Another plus they said is they can combine home and work commitments with this form, as is the case for me too.
Now I can do an analysis after I have the results of my research. An interesting fact is that most students are generally positive about online study. 
To the first question how they accept this type of training, most of the respondents gave positive answers and only a small part said that they do not perceive this way of teaching well. The ratio is 84% given positive feedback and only 16% negative. This makes me think that in the future, if we need to go back to schools and universities, a large number of students will not be satisfied.
My second question how online learning affect to their personal lives does as well as the first, a large part of my colleagues answered that it affects them well, and only a small part said that it affects them negatively.
My third question was how this training affects to their work. Here I got interesting results. 16% of the respondent's answered that they encounter difficulties, 26% stated that this made them more organised and motivated and most of my colleagues answered that it does not affect them in any way.
My fourth question in this interview was related to whether my colleagues are satisfied with the library provided to us by the University. It turned out that only a small part think that the library has enough information and materials that can help them in their study. A much higher percentage of respondents said they could not find enough information in the library.
My last question was related to whether the videos we watch on the platform are used to them. Here I was extremely surprised because I personally watched them with great interest, and I can say that they are selected accurately and give a clear idea of each topic and the learning process at all.
At the end of my discussion, I will only say that after the research it is clear that most of my colleagues are positive about this type of training. For the small part of my colleagues who expressed a negative opinion, they have difficulties in using the technology and I guess that is exactly the reason for their disapproval. But as the coin has two sides, so we cannot expect the same opinions and points of view from people.
The important thing in this case is to have certain goals to follow no matter how difficult it is to achieve them. As people say, “For every case there is a solution”.
Conclusion
In conclusion we can say that each student perceives this type of training and this platform differently. For some of them it is easy to use, while others have technical difficulties and cannot cope with the set tasks.
For every person who strives for certain goals, it is important to accumulate skills and knowledge. For me this is important because I want to start doing another type of activity. That mean I want to change my career. So, for me the way I will develop is not very important, whether I will be in class or learning from home. The result is important for me. Of course, if I could attend university, it would be a plus for me, as I am a sociable person and I would be happy to meet a lot of new people and to make new friendship. But as I have already said, when someone has goals, he pursues them all costs. Therefore, regardless of the difficulties we encounter in this type of communication and learning, it is necessary to make efforts to achieve our goals.
From personal experience I can say that for me the online learning and the platform which we use for study I accept them positively. Given that I live far away from University I guess I might have been late for class lessons, given the traffic in London. And in online study I always get involved on time and I have 100% attendance classes. Of course, I can say that not everything is with positive effect but important is to be highly motivated, consistent and serious in the implementation of the tasks and thus to improve yourself.


Whether there are more advantages or disadvantages of online learning in conclusion I want to quote the words of Nelson Mandela “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”
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