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[bookmark: _Toc102141724]1.0 Introduction
The UK is among nations that are up to the task of addressing the urgent issue of climate change, mainly caused by overexploitation of natural resources, pollution due to industrialization, and burning fossil fuels. The UK government has created NERC, an agency that funds organizations that research and sensitize the public on adopting an environmentally friendly way of life that includes using renewable energy and industries treating their wastes before releasing it into the environment. NERC funded UKRI (UK Research and Innovation) program to carry out community research on exact environmental issues affecting their daily lives and their willingness to participate in action to mitigate climate change, pollution, and other factors that cause environmental degradation. UKRI captures people's interests from the community since they conduct proper preparations and careful planning before they articulate any impending research work. They also embrace inclusion and demographic diversity in their planning and encourage interdisciplinary collaboration and volunteers from the community.
[bookmark: _Toc102141725]2.0 Describing project best practices by UKRI
[bookmark: _Toc102141726]2.1 Observing principles of community engagement
[bookmark: _Toc102141727]2.1.1 Careful planning and preparation
UKRI apply careful planning in all their research work and ensure they incorporate all activities and allocate funds to facilitate smooth working. The leaders are keen while allocating duties to individuals to avoid duplication while leaving others unattended. UKRI conducted a community engagement program aimed at identifying factors that people value most in the environment and the community’s worries and concerns regarding the continued degrading environment (Key et al., 2019, p430). The program was also objective to develop measures to mitigate the urgent issue. The research program works within time-bound since they allocate each activity's respective time and prepare adequately before conducting the actual work in the field by gathering the required resources and equipping the people responsible for the assignment with the needed skills to handle the area of interest competently. Proper planning and preparation avoid confusion in the field since every team member is aware of their assigned tasks and their timelines.
[bookmark: _Toc102141728]2.1.2Inclusion and demographic diversity
The research organization captures the interest of most people from UK communities since they acknowledge demographic diversity and embrace inclusivity in all its undertakings. In the current era, communities have become diverse, with people from different cultures, backgrounds, and ethnicity. These individuals have had different orientations and experiences; hence they may perceive the same information differently (Goodman et al., 2017, p21). While sampling respondents and interviewers, they ensure they uphold inclusivity to capture detailed perceptions of people from the community regarding the environment and the people’s views on how to attain and maintain a sustainable environment for the current and future generations. People feel valued and respected when research programs consider views and concerns. This aspect also makes people more willing to participate in the community engagement program. UKRI captured detailed information about people’s daily encounters in the respective places they live. Hence, the research organization can develop relevant, educative sessions that resonate with people.
[bookmark: _Toc102141729]2.1.3 Collaboration and shared purpose
UKRI is open and invites other disciplinary and volunteers from the community to actively research the environmental components that matter most to the UK communities and develop measures to mitigate factors that adversely affect the environment resulting in its degradation. This aspect brings together people with abundant knowledge regarding climate, marine, atmosphere, and industrialization (Selker and Wilkins, 2017, p5). The diverse people form a strong team that consults and collaborates to develop measures and policies that help keep industrialization or development and maintain a sustainable environment at equilibrium. UKRI communicates its purpose to ensure every participant work towards assisting the research program to achieve its objectives and goals.
[bookmark: _Toc102141730]2.2 Upholding quality standards of community engagement
[bookmark: _Toc102141731]2.2.1 Adopting rights-based approaches
Currently, people are much more aware of their rights and only participate in community engagement programs that do not go against their rights. UKRI is one of the leading organizations that conduct community engagement programs while ensuring they do not go against any people’s rights. They are always ready to admit, apologize and compensate those negatively affected by their actions (Weger et al., 2018, p14). This aspect has created an excellent reputation for the research organization, and the UK communities believe that the organization is up to bettering their lives by conserving environmental components that are a priority to UK communities.
[bookmark: _Toc102141732]2.2.2Upholding equity
The UKRI organization always captures people's interest in the UK community since it treats people with equity regardless of their gender, race, ethnicity, or background. Treating people unequally forms the basis of division, and it becomes hard to convince them to participate in the community engagement program. The public develops a negative perception that the program aims to benefit some people and leave others to continue struggling with environmental problems. The despised group of people formed objections and organized disruptive actions such as a strike to stop the research program from implementing their research plan in their community (Spector and Leard, 2020 p83). UKRI face little or no objections while engaging the community in their research work due to the respect they show to all people and granting volunteers and community groups equal chances to participate in the exercise.
[bookmark: _Toc102141733]2.2.3 Acknowledging and remaining sensitive to population diversity in the community
UKRI acknowledges diversity in the UK community and remains sensitive by using neutral language while passing information to avoid leaving people from a particular ethnicity or race feeling disrespected or despised. The research organization also knows that people hold on to their culture and beliefs and are never willing to operate with anyone despising their practices. The leaders take time to learn people’s cultures to form rapport easily and interact with them. The research organization ensures that the participants reflect the people in the UK community (English et al., 2017, p74501). This avoids the community engagement program gathering biased information that favors some people and excludes others from enjoying the same benefits. Also, the community engagement program leaders understand that people from different backgrounds are oriented differently and have different experiences; hence, they may perceive the same information differently. The research team remains patient to let each person express their views and give their proposals on how to address the urgent issue of environmental degradation caused by overexploitation of resources, pollution from industries, and burning of fossil fuels.
[bookmark: _Toc102141734]3.0 Benefits associated with stakeholders’ participation
Stakeholders’ participants in a community engagement program include people from the community, and other organizations formed based on environmental conservation. When UKRI considers their views and proposals regarding environmental challenges they encounter while carrying their daily activities (Greenhalgh et al., 2019, p786). The community develops a sense of belonging to the program, and the people become more willing to corporates with the research team. Together they develop solutions to the environmental issues and policies that constantly remind the community to remain exploit resources responsibly to mitigate the rate of ecological degradation. Due to consultation and collaboration, UKRI recommendations face little or no objections. UKRI also collaborates with people from other interdisciplinary with abundant knowledge about climate, marine, industrialization, and pollution. Hence, the research organization develops relevant and most suitable solutions to address respective environmental issues in a community.  
[bookmark: _Toc102141735]4.0 Identifying relationships among stakeholders and suitable strategies to engage them
UKRI may utilize the technology development and how its usage is entrenched in the current population. The majority of the UK population is active on social media platforms such as Facebook, YouTube, and Twitter (Rosario, Martín, and Pérez, 2018 p32). The research program may utilize this platform to popularize their intention to investigate the environmental priorities of the communities in the UK and the related challenges they face each day. UKRI should also create an official interactive page on Facebook or Twitter to facilitate community engagement and participation. They would air their views regarding environmental issues they encounter as they carry out their daily activities. Through such direct interactions, UKRI gets to capture real ecological issues affecting the development of the community and hence organize relevant education and sensitization sessions that address problems within the community.

[bookmark: _Toc102141736]5.0 Avenues to promote community participation
[bookmark: _Toc102141737]5.1 Creating urgency
UKRI needs to instill the urgency of the matter to address the environmental degradation issue. This is by enlightening the public on the adverse impacts of failing to take measures to conserve and preserve the environment to sustain current and future generations (Rosario, Martín, and Pérez, 2018, p29). It is essential to let them know the findings of scientists and medics regarding the increased number of new cancers diagnosis is associated with environmental pollution. For instance, industries and motors burn fossil fuels releasing carbon (II) oxide that rises into the atmosphere and combines with oxygen in the ozone layer. This causes degradation of the protective layer, leading to the harmful sun rays penetrating the earth’s surface, exposing humans to skin and eye cancers. Such information will capture the attention of people in the community and become more willing to participate in finding solutions to environmental problems.
[bookmark: _Toc102141738]5.2 Leverage community groups	
It is an excellent idea to leverage existing community groups since they have to touch with more people from the community. Also, the people from the community are aware of these groups, and hence it will be easier to popularize new ideas regarding environmental conservation via these groups. Community groups also have contact with their members and other people in the community; hence they will help the research program reach more people (McKinley et al., 2017, p17). The existing groups already have established channels to convey a message to the community. Hence, UKRI will utilize these channels that are already known to the people by working together. Community groups feel appreciated and valued when research organizations collaborate with them to develop their community, and hence, they become more willing to support the program.
[bookmark: _Toc102141739]5.3 Offer incentives
Incentives act as a source of motivation for the community members to participate as respondents and interviewees in the community engagement program (McKinley et al., 2017, p20). Some people may avoid participating in such programs since they perceive it as a waste of time that they can otherwise utilize to generate money. Gifts and lottery vouchers will entice more people to participate as they look forward to winning prizes. 
[bookmark: _Toc102141740]6.0 Importance of educating the community on factors influencing community development
Information is power, and equipping the community with internal and external factors affecting community development is the basis of convincing them to participate in programs to improve their surroundings. For instance, they understand that actions such as overexploitation of marine and forests only bring about large short-term profits and cost the community water catchment areas, unpredictable climate patterns, and extinction of some species (Liobikiene and Poskus, 2019 p3324). The awareness enables community members to stand in a position to promote and allow development projects in their community. Some development projects involve displacement to create space for the construction of firms and new industries. With the education, people from the community know the proper procedures to get their compensation and resettle in a different place without unnecessary objections. The education allows the smooth development process without extreme disruptive actions such as strikes that would delay developmental projects or shun away investors.
[bookmark: _Toc102141741]7.0 Conclusion
Other community engaging programs should emulate how UKRI conduct their programs by observing principles of community engagement. The program plan effectively and prepare adequately, considering all the diversity of research work. Due to the current population diversity, UKRI ensures their respondents and participants reflect all races and ethnic groups in the UK communities. The research program also upholds consultation and collaborative working with interdisciplinary and people from the community. This aspect makes up a powerful team that discusses and shares ideas to develop a solution to environmental problems facing the community, society, and the globe. UKRI also maintains quality community engagement standards, such as applying rights-based approaches and upholding equity to ensure every individual feels valued and appreciated. UKRI has utilized social media platforms; it should now get closer to people by engaging them via messages and emails. This will enable the organization to reach out to more people personally and get first-hand information regarding environmental issues facing the community.
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