
Making use of funerary evidence associated with one individual pre-Roman Iron Age site of your choice, discuss how the evidence can be used to identify changes in social status display during the 5th-1st century BC. [image: Image result for danebury hillfort]Ariel view of Danebury https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Danebury#/media/File:Danebury_Fort_-_aerial_image,_Hampshire_Data_Portal.jpg
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The Ancient Celts existed throughout mainland Europe and Britain, although there are issues with classifying the Britons as such (Colins, 2003:27). This essay will examine the funerary evidence from Danebuy as this assignment will show the Ancient “Celts” were unique in their cultures and how they interred the dead. What might be considered to be everyday practice at other sites might not be the case for others and Danebury is a prime example of this, due to how they buried the dead across the site’s occupation. The Pit burials it reflects the beliefs of the people that have once occupied the site and shows how different the site is for its funerary practices as this is one of the few sites during the Iron age to have practised this method of burial (Wait, 1995:492). Not only does the method of how the dead were buried here tell us about the sites inhabitants but also what they were buried with, for instance the animal bones and the use of pottery at the site which is lacking in other material remains allows us to gleam more from what this iron age site would have once been operated like.
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: Image result for map of celtic tribes]The Iron age hillfort of Danebury located in Hampshire (Wait, 1995:492) a site which has been extensively excavated over a period of 20 years which first started in 1969 (Wait 1995:492), by archaeologists such as Barry Cunliffe; this mean that Danebury is one of the most excavated hillforts in Europe alongside Maiden castle (Cunliffe, 1988:39). In comparison to other sites Danebury was - continually inhabited throughout the La Tene (from 450- 100 BC)  period although there is there little traces of the La tene culture there, especially as in the La tene period there was a reduction in the number of hillforts that existed. (Fitzpatrick 2015:497) When examining the “Celts” it must also be taken into consideration the customs and cultures of the local people the “Celts” as a singular people did not exists but rather the Celts were numerous Celtic groups that were geographically widespread. As the map below shows the distribution of the ancient “Celtic” peoples. 
Map of Celtic tribes in the Iron age https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/484770347360087143/ (doi:12.1.19)





[image: Image result for Danebury skeletons]According to Barry cunliffe the leading Archaeologist who excavated Danebury, the vast majority of human remains that were interred at the site occurred in pit burials(Wait, 1995:492) which can be described as ‘the deposition of whole or partial bodies in nearly ubiquitous grain storage pits’(Wait, 1995:492) It is also noteworthy that these types  of burial  are only practiced in southern England at the site for the whole of the iron age(Wait 1995:493). At Danebury some 300 remains were uncovered by archaeologists excavating the site however some 25 of the human remains that were uncovered were shown to have been complete inhumations (Wait,1995: 492) these consisted of 11 males, 5 females, 2 children above the age of 10 and 2 children between the ages of 5 and 10 (Wait 1995:492). Fourteen of these were solitary burials with one double and in most instances the bodies were crouched or flexed with the head pointing north (Wait,1995: 493). The pit burials here are estimated to be only 5% of the population (Wait 1995:492). Given the site was actively used over a period of Circa 500 years it means that there is a possibility that the remains here, can be interpreted as having been members of the elite within the society due to their remains being kept preserved in the storage pits, due to their high status only their remains have been preserved on the site itself. 
In contrast to this another theory is that the remains which have been preserved at Danebury are representative of the Celtic practice of human sacrifice, due to the Celtic gods of the underworld being underground they may have been ritually killed  and placed underground, in one instance some remains were found to have been preserved with a layer of chalk over them(Cunliffe, 1993:100).  The remains and how they were interred throughout Daneburys history suggest that excarnation and pit burial was reserved for those who held high positions within the society or alternatively the people who are buried in the pit burials could simply be human sacrifices as the Celtic gods of the underworld reside underground the dead may have been used as ritual offerings to them in order to gleam a bountiful harvest (Cunliffe,1997:197).Human remains at Danebury https://hampshirearchaeology.wordpress.com/tag/danebury-fort/ [Doi 15.1.19]

This theory however could be challenged as work done on the human remains by Barry Cunliffe, Philip Farell and Michael Dee in an article titled A happening at Danebury fort-but when? Where the remains of 6 bodies were examined and it was deduced that some were from the late fourth century and others were early second century, they displayed little damage to suggest that they were not violently killed however, some did shown signs of damage (Cunliffe et al, 2015:410) which is better attributed to excarnation which was occurring at the site (Cunliffe et al, 2015:407) Should this have been occurring at the site it would indicate that it was perhaps an elite burial at Danebury a burial method that did not change throughout the funerary practices at the site however, without other evidence to support the dead’s status as elite within the community accompanied by written sources it is simply speculation. Although some of the remains found at the site such as the body of a woman that was discovered in pit 266 showed that her spinal column and sacrum from her pelvis had been removed and around her feet (Cunliffe, 1993:105) this is just one example moreover a total of 211 isolated human bones that were found. These are just some of the instances where evidence has come to light that supports the theory of humans being ritually sacrificed. It is possible that the method of pit burials is occurring both for the elite and in human sacrifice being prevalent at the site, although[image: Image result for Danebury brooch] It must also be addressed that none of the remains were interred with any of the typical indicators of status they were all lacking in these aspects, Cunliffe  although given the geographic location of Danebury it is possible that it may have either have served as some sort of military outpost or was a very poor farming community, within a wider social context Danebury might have been served as a farming site for the neighbouring communities and was effectively bullied out of their gold and other precious resources hence why there is a clear lacking of material remains at the site(Reynolds,1995:187).  Furthermore, this is compounded by the research done by this is reinforced by the number of farming implements that have been uncovered at Danebury, (Cunliffe 1995:56) if it is applied that the site is poor, and the remains are of signifiers of status symbols then resources such as Iron would be too valuable to have been taken and put with the deceased. While evidence of a brooch (Right) was uncovered at Danebury it would seem to be the only one attributed to the site. Therefore, it would almost certainly be linked to the status of a high-ranking member of the community
 Accompanied by this the use of pottery that has been found at Danebury could also be used as an indicator for social status even more so if the rest of the sites occupation and excavation is seemingly lacking in resources. The pottery which was found at the site suggests further that Danebury was poor. At the settlement some 160,000 shards of pottery have been excavated at Danebury (Cunliffe 1993:87). The pottery at the site is shown to go through different phases that reflect changes and from the middle period of the site occupation from  the pottery shows evidence of craft specialisation (Cunliffe 1993:89) because of this it indicates that there the social elite would have likely had greater access to these kinds of materials this if further evidenced by a lack of clay in the region indicating that it was most likely imported to the site(Cunliffe, 1993:89). As the pottery at the site is so numerous and shows distinctive changes in style it could be used to attribute changes in social status within the elite members here. 
In conclusion Danebury is a difficult site to examine due to the limited number of grave goods that have survived form the site that could indicate the “typical” remains that would normally be applied to the site although as Danebury is unique in being one of the only settlements found that practiced this type of burial that must also be taken into consideration for the site. By simply having a burial at this site in the storage pits perhaps indicated that it was a treatment that was reserved for the local elite of the site due to there only being 300 remains being discovered at the site in comparison to the 500 years it was active. Although as discussed below there is evidence of ritual killings seemingly having taken place at the site (Cunliffe 1995: 101) how these types of burials persisted across the centuries it could serve as such an indicator for a site that is lacking in material goods. While a brooch was found at the site it seems to be the only one of its kind and as such was most likely property of an Elite at the site which could be interpreted as the site being materially poor. 
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